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​Himalayan Hill city initiatives​

​17/12/2025​

​Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs​



​A ₹1,000 crore initiative for clean hill cities under Swachh Bharat​
​Mission (SBM) 2.0 will be rolled out in January, Srinivas K, secretary​
​at union ministry of housing and urban Affairs (MoHUA), said on​
​Tuesday.​



​He was speaking as part of a preparatory workshop for this scheme in​

​the national capital attended by officials of 12 Himalayan and​

​northeastern states and that of five hill cities from West Bengal.​

​Roopa Mishra, joint secretary at MoHUA, said states have been asked​

​to develop their own templates under the mission, tailored to local​

​geography, climate and capacity constraints.​

​“These templates must be scalable, implementable and replicable​

​within their regions,” she said.​

​Senior officials said the programme marks a shift away from applying​

​urban management models designed for the plains to hill cities.​

​Officials acknowledged that earlier interventions often relied on​

​centralised and capital-intensive technologies that proved unsuitable​

​for high-altitude towns. In several cases, solid waste management​

​facilities and treatment plants commissioned in hill cities became​

​non-functional due to poor accessibility, lack of locally trained​

​manpower, and the inability of technologies to operate in sub-zero​

​conditions.​

​https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1000cr-clean-hill-cities-drive-to-bank​
​-on-decentralised-resilient-technologies-101765880504853.html​

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1000cr-clean-hill-cities-drive-to-bank-on-decentralised-resilient-technologies-101765880504853.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1000cr-clean-hill-cities-drive-to-bank-on-decentralised-resilient-technologies-101765880504853.html




​https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/centre-to-launch-clean-himalayan-cities-i​
​nitiative-to-tackle-plastic-other-waste/articleshow/126016331.cms​

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/centre-to-launch-clean-himalayan-cities-initiative-to-tackle-plastic-other-waste/articleshow/126016331.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/centre-to-launch-clean-himalayan-cities-initiative-to-tackle-plastic-other-waste/articleshow/126016331.cms




​https://hindi.ianslive.in/clean-himalayan-hill-cities-initiative-himalayi-pa​
​hadi-shahron-ko-kachra-mukt-banane-ki-nai-pehal--20251216230817​

https://hindi.ianslive.in/clean-himalayan-hill-cities-initiative-himalayi-pahadi-shahron-ko-kachra-mukt-banane-ki-nai-pehal--20251216230817
https://hindi.ianslive.in/clean-himalayan-hill-cities-initiative-himalayi-pahadi-shahron-ko-kachra-mukt-banane-ki-nai-pehal--20251216230817


​As the first light of the day touches the Himalayan ranges,life begins quietly across the​
​majestic mountains. In hill towns, sanitation workers navigate narrow pathways to​
​collect household waste.​

​On school campuses, students segregate waste as part of routine practice, while at​
​pilgrimage sites, visitors use designated collection points. These everyday actions reflect​
​a growing emphasis on organised waste management in the Himalayan region, which is​
​further shaped by high-altitude settlements, difficult terrain, climatic variability, and​
​limited land availability.​



​Seasonal tourism and pilgrimage activities add to these operational demands, requiring​
​locally adapted and decentralised solutions. Recognising these conditions, governments​
​at all levels have strengthened waste management efforts under​​Swachh Bharat​
​Mission–Urban 2.0​​, with a focus on​​source​​segregation, scientific waste​
​management, and remediation of legacy dumpsites and active citizen and institutional​
​participation.​

​Kedarnath Fights Plastic Waste With Digital Refund System​

​Kedarnath, a prominent pilgrimage destination in Uttarakhand, witnesses a seasonal influx of​
​thousands of devotees, requiring structured arrangements for plastic waste management. To​
​address the concern, the state government introduced a​​Digital Deposit Refund System​
​(DRS)​​in May 2022 in collaboration with Recykal.​

​Under the system, plastic bottles and​​Multilayered Plastic (MLPs)​​items are issued with​
​Unique Serialised Identification (USI) QR codes​​, against which a refundable deposit of​
​₹10 is collected. Pilgrims can return used items at designated points or at two​​Reverse​
​Vending Machines (RVMs)​​installed at Gaurikund and the Kedarnath temple. The deposit​
​amount is refunded digitally through UPI.​

​https://jharkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/10602/exclusive-hi​
​malayan-states-recording-waste-management-innovations​

https://jharkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/10602/exclusive-himalayan-states-recording-waste-management-innovations
https://jharkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/10602/exclusive-himalayan-states-recording-waste-management-innovations


​On December 16, 2025, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) hosted a​
​groundbreaking workshop at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi to kickstart the Clean​
​Himalayan Hill Cities Initiative. This initiative aims to develop a strategic and​
​practical roadmap to enhance cleanliness and sustainability in the region’s hill cities,​
​engaging vital stakeholders from various sectors.​



​The Clean Himalayan Hill Cities Initiative marks a significant advancement in the​

​collective efforts to address urban cleanliness challenges. It aligns with the vision of​

​the Swachh Bharat Mission–Urban, emphasizing the need for Garbage Free Cities.​

​The official announcement of this new initiative was made during the National Urban​

​Conclave held from November 8 to 9, 2025.​

​Engaging Key Stakeholders​

​Chaired by MoHUA’s Secretary, Shri S. Katikithala, the workshop gathered urban​

​experts, representatives from technical agencies, private sector partners, and​

​leaders from 13 Himalayan and North-Eastern cities, including prominent hill cities​

​from West Bengal such as Darjeeling and Kalimpong. The focus was to harness​

​shared insights and experiences to develop tailored solutions for these unique urban​

​areas. Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, Himalayan hill cities have implemented​

​successful initiatives driven by community involvement and appropriate​

​technologies. The goal of the new initiative is to further bolster these efforts by​

​establishing stronger partnerships, exchanging knowledge, and creating sustainable​

​solutions for clean and resilient urban environments.​

​https://observervoice.com/new-initiative-launched-for-cleaner-himalayan-hill-cities-165768/​

https://observervoice.com/new-initiative-launched-for-cleaner-himalayan-hill-cities-165768/
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Meghalaya's Women Become Leaders in 'Waste Management'
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1

Only 1 day left!@MoHUA_India is organizing 
#CleanHillCitiesInitiative to formulate waste 
management strategies for high tourism pressure 
hill cities. 13 states from the Himalayas and North-
East will participate in this initiative.@PIB_India 
@MIB_India @airnews_kolkata @DDBanglaNews

PIBKolkata

15/12/2025 07:49 Link

2

Ø=ÜIUttarakhand is making resources for cleanliness.

Ø=ÜI10 urban local bodies of Uttarakhand performed 
remarkably in the field of cleanliness Ø<ß?&{þ�

#SwachhUttarakhand #CleanIndia 
#WasteToWealth https://t.co/Z75M5fhz1s

PIBDehradun

15/12/2025 05:50 Link

3

Water Hyacinth to Wealth Communities in Assam 
are transforming an invasive weed into 
sustainable livelihoods through circular economy 
initiatives under the Swachh Bharat Mission–
Urban (SBM-U).#CleanHillCities https://t.co/
CkaJClJU31

PIBKohima

15/12/2025 05:32 Link

4

In Champhai city, people collectively clean up 
garbage in every neighborhood.In Champhai, 
under the arrangement of VCs, people have 
collectively purchased vehicles for garbage 
disposal. Even those without garbage disposal 
vehicles hire them, and the workers who dispose 
of the garbage and their expenses are covered by 
the community through 100-day work schemes 
and other contributions. The community disposes 
of the garbage within the neighborhood.Garbage 
disposal in Champhai city is under the 
responsibility of the UD&PA Dept, and it is usually 
done with government funds. Even though the 
garbage disposal trucks are still running, the 
neighborhoods no longer rely on the 
department.People, united under the leadership 
of community leaders, started disposing of 
garbage around 2018. Except for one or two 
neighborhoods in Champhai city, the department 
is mostly free from this 
responsibility.#DDnewsmizoram

DDNewsMizoram

14/12/2025 12:15 Link

#news_2000473160630812841
#news_2000473160630812841
#news_2000473160630812841
#news_2000473160630812841
#news_2000473160630812841
#news_2000473160630812841
https://twitter.com/PIBKolkata/status/2000473160630812841
#news_2000443397954556113
#news_2000443397954556113
#news_2000443397954556113
#news_2000443397954556113
#news_2000443397954556113
https://twitter.com/PIBDehradun/status/2000443397954556113
#news_2000438753413025795
#news_2000438753413025795
#news_2000438753413025795
#news_2000438753413025795
#news_2000438753413025795
#news_2000438753413025795
https://twitter.com/PIBKohima/status/2000438753413025795
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
#news_2000177846040588555
https://twitter.com/DDNewsMizoram/status/2000177846040588555
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5

Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas!  
Jiribam Leads the Way: Transforming Freezers 
and Glass Bottles into Sustainable SolutionsTake 
a glance at another powerful success story of 
sustainability and community action! Jiribam 
Municipal Council in #Manipur has introduced an 
innovative waste management initiative that 
transforms discarded materials into valuable 
community assets. With a focus on sustainability, 
circular economy practices, and citizen 
participation, the council has repurposed old 
freezers into plastic banks and reused glass 
bottles for beautification and functional 
construction across the town To strengthen 
responsible waste disposal, Jiribam Municipality 
has been conducting dedicated waste collection 
drives and offering of electronic waste, which 
often goes unmanaged in small towns. As a 
creative extension of this initiative, discarded 
freezers have been redesigned as plastic banks, 
encouraging households to segregate and deposit 
plastic waste for recycling#CleanHillCities 
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan @SwachhBharatGov 
@MoHUA_India

PIB_India

14/12/2025 10:55 Link

6

Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas!   
Tezpur: Women at the Heart of Waste 
ReductionTake a glance at the powerful success 
story of sustainability and community action! In 
the heritage town of Tezpur, managing waste 
efficiently had long been a challenge due to 
limited manpower, space constraints, and rising 
urban pressures. Instead of allowing these 
hurdles to slow progress, the Tezpur Municipal 
Board turned to the strength of community 
partnerships. Their collaboration with Tezpur 
Mahila Samiti -one of the city's oldest and most 
trusted organisations, established in 1921 – laid 
the foundation for an innovative, people-centric 
solution In February 2024, the two institutions 
jointly launched a permanent RRR (Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle) Centre within the Samiti campus. 
Designed as a welcoming and organised space, 
the centre accepts gently used clothes, books, 
toys, footwear, and household items from citizens. 
These donations are carefully sorted and 
redistributed to families who need them 
most.#SwachhBharat #CleanHillCities 
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan@SwachhBharatGov 
@MoHUA_India

airnewsalerts

14/12/2025 08:21 Link

#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
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#news_2000157789768036800
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#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
#news_2000157789768036800
https://twitter.com/PIB_India/status/2000157789768036800
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
#news_2000118893126295696
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#news_2000118893126295696
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https://twitter.com/airnewsalerts/status/2000118893126295696
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#Sikar : Municipality Celebrates Cleanliness 
Festival

Voluntary work done at the municipality premises 
and archway, Municipality EO Omprakash 
administered the oath of cleanliness to everyone, 
a cleanliness rally was organized to make the 
general public and Shyam devotees aware in the 
town, Health Inspector Virendra Singh Chandelia, 
Junior Clerk Vijaypal Singh, Rajendra Verma 
along with the employees of the municipality were 
also present.

@DcDmSikar @AshokSingh_Zee #LatestNews 
#RajasthanNews #RajasthanWithZee

zeerajasthan_

14/12/2025 08:01 Link

8

Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas!  
Tezpur: Women at the Heart of Waste 
ReductionTake a glance at the powerful success 
story of sustainability and community action! In 
the heritage town of Tezpur, managing waste 
efficiently had long been a challenge due to 
limited manpower, space constraints, and rising 
urban pressures. Instead of allowing these 
hurdles to slow progress, the Tezpur Municipal 
Board turned to the strength of community 
partnerships. Their collaboration with Tezpur 
Mahila Samiti - one of the city's oldest and most 
trusted organisations, established in 1921, laid 
the foundation for an innovative, people-centric 
solution In February 2024, the two institutions 
jointly launched a permanent RRR (Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle) Centre within the Samiti campus. 
Designed as a welcoming and organized space, 
the centre accepts gently used clothes, books, 
toys, footwear, and household items from citizens. 
These donations are carefully sorted and 
redistributed to families who need them 
most#CleanHillCities #SwachhBharatAbhiyan 
@SwachhBharatGov @MoHUA_India

PIB_India

14/12/2025 07:06 Link

9

#Rudrapur, #Uttarakhand, has transformed a long-
standing dumpsite into a green space under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0.The city, along with 
Mussoorie, is adopting waste-to-energy systems 
that convert waste into clean energy and organic 
fertilizer, showcasing a sustainable approach to 
urban waste management.@MoHUA_India  
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan #CleanHillCities

DDNewslive

13/12/2025 14:13 Link
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#Kirtinagar, #Uttarakhand, has set a benchmark 
with its Waste Processing Facility, operational 
since January 2023, handling five tons of solid 
waste daily. Designed for steep terrain and wildlife 
areas, the facility uses composting pits and a 
Material Recovery Facility. The project, completed 
in seven months, earned Kirtinagar a Silver Award 
at the 2024 Skoch 
Awards.@MoHUA_India#SwachhBharatAbhiyan 
#CleanHillCities

DDNewslive

13/12/2025 14:17 Link

11

#Joshimath, #Uttarakhand, tackles seasonal 
waste through a community-led Material 
Recovery Facility (MRF) set up in 2010.Since 
December 2022, it has processed over 1.3 million 
kg of inorganic waste, generated 1 crore in 
revenue, improved sanitation workers’ livelihoods, 
reduced litter, and boosted environmental 
awareness. The initiative has won the Chief 
Minister Nirmal Nagar Excellent Puraskar 
twice.@MoHUA_India#SwachhBharatAbhiyan 
#CleanHillCities

DDNewslive

13/12/2025 14:22 Link

12

#WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory 
of Ladakh, is adopting innovative solutions to 
tackle waste management challenges in its harsh, 
high-altitude terrain. In 2020, a solar-powered 
solid waste processing plant with a capacity of 30 
tonnes per day was launched, aiming for 100% 
source segregation and 90% material 
recovery.The administration has also set up a 
decentralised Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant 
(FSTP), treating over 6 million litres of waste and 
earning the AMRUT Technology Challenge 
Award, significantly improving sanitation and 
groundwater safety.To support sanitation workers 
in extreme winters, a dedicated wash facility has 
been established, ensuring their health, hygiene, 
and dignity.In another landmark step, Leh has 
reclaimed 20.26 hectares of land through 
dumpsite remediation, with part of it earmarked 
for afforestation.Moses Kunzang, Administrative 
Secretary, Urban Local Bodies, Ladakh, 
speaks.@MoHUA_India #Ladakh #Leh 
#WasteManagement #SwachhBharatAbhiyaan 
#SustainableDevelopment #SolarPower 
#CleanEnergy #UrbanDevelopment 
#EnvironmentalProtection #EcoRestoration

DDNewslive

13/12/2025 14:42 Link
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#Jaipur: New Rise - New Identity, Growing 
Rajasthan - Our Rajasthan

A cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan 
program is being organized across the state 
today, Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma at Jal 
Mahal ki Paal...

#RajasthanWithFirstIndia @BhajanlalBjp 
@RajGovOfficial @aishwaryam99 https://t.co/
iKKgHw23uW

1stIndiaNews

14/12/2025 03:22 Link

14

Cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan program 
in the state

Address by Chief Minister Bhajanlal on the banks 
of Jal Mahal, said - 'Cleanliness awareness and 
Shramdaan program in the state', 'Government 
and society...

#Jaipur #RajasthanWithFirstIndia @BhajanlalBjp 
@RajGovOfficial https://t.co/yZWwdLvC1H

1stIndiaNews

14/12/2025 03:54 Link

15

State level cleanliness awareness and 
Shramdaan program in Jaipur

CM participated and gave the message of Clean 
Rajasthan.
#SwachhRajasthan #Shramdaan #CleanIndia 
#CMJaipur #RajasthanNews #DDNewsRajasthan

#watch Ø=ÜI https://t.co/tqibN2dS6R

DDNewsRajasthan

14/12/2025 06:21 Link

16
3 Days to go!Workshop on CLEAN HILL CITIES 
INITIATIVE16 Dec 2025 https://t.co/GomjIvdkUh

PIBKohima
13/12/2025 12:37 Link

17

#jaipur Cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan 
program on completion of 2 years

Shramdaan program at Jal Mahal's Pal tomorrow 
at 7.30 am, Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma will 
do Shramdaan, inspection regarding the 
preparations for the program, Collector Jitendra 
Kumar Soni, Commissioner Gaurav Kumar Saini 
inspected, inspected the arrangements with the 
officials.

@RajGovOfficial @BhajanlalBjp @DipuGoyal 
#LatestNews #RajasthanNews 
#RajasthanWithZee

zeerajasthan_

13/12/2025 08:35 Link

18
Meghalaya’s Merry Maidens Are Redefining 
India’s Waste Management StoryRead more on: 
https://t.co/v5YfQHRm8y@MoHUA_India

PIBShillong
15/12/2025 06:23 Link
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To support sanitation workers in extreme winters, 
a dedicated wash facility has been established, 
ensuring their health, hygiene, and dignity.

PIBSrinagar
14/12/2025 11:55 Link

20

The administration has also set up a 
decentralised Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant 
(FSTP), treating over 6 million litres of waste and 
earning the AMRUT Technology Challenge 
Award, significantly improving sanitation and 
groundwater safety.

PIBSrinagar

14/12/2025 11:55 Link

21

#WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory 
of Ladakh, is adopting innovative solutions to 
tackle waste management challenges in its harsh, 
high-altitude terrain.@MoHUA_India #Ladakh 
#WasteManagement #SwachhBharatAbhiyaan 
#SustainableDevelopment  https://t.co/
ivqJGO4yAw

PIBSrinagar

14/12/2025 11:55 Link

22
#Nagaland Strengthens Monsoon Readiness 
through intensive sanitation measures#SHS2025 
#swachhatahiseva2025 https://t.co/DDUZT5gXBV

PIBKohima
12/12/2025 12:44 Link

23

Innovation in waste management in Himalayan 
states! Greater attention is being paid to waste 
management in the high and harsh Himalayan 
states where tourism and pilgrimage activities are 
high. Awareness is being created among students 
about this, including systematic collection, 
segregation and scientific management of wastes. 
Special information about this  https://t.co/
tWzA2UyaWk @PMOIndia @CRPaatil 
@mlkhattar @VSOMANNA_BJP 
@tokhansahu_bjp @MoJSDDWS 
@MoHUA_India @SwachhBharatGov 
@swachhbharat @PIB_India @MIB_India 
@DG_PIB @sjaju1 @DDNewslive @DDNational 
@DDChandanaNews @airnewsalerts 
@airnews_kannada @CBC_Bengaluru

PIBBengaluru

16/12/2025 06:12 Link
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Waste Management Innovations in Himalayan 
StatesAs the first light of the day touches the 
Himalayan ranges, life begins quietly across the 
majestic mountains. In hill towns, sanitation 
workers navigate narrow pathways to collect 
household waste. On school campuses, students 
segregate waste as part of routine practice, while 
at pilgrimage sites, visitors use designated 
collection points. These everyday actions reflect a 
growing emphasis on organised waste 
management in the Himalayan region, which is 
further shaped by high-altitude settlements, 
difficult terrain, climatic variability, and limited land 
availability.Seasonal tourism and pilgrimage 
activities add to these operational demands, 
requiring locally adapted and decentralised 
solutions. Recognising these conditions, 
governments at all levels have strengthened 
waste management efforts under Swachh Bharat 
Mission–Urban 2.0, with a focus on source 
segregation, scientific waste management, and 
remediation of legacy dumpsites and active 
citizen and institutional participation.Read here: 
https://t.co/fdmZThicRV

PIB_India

16/12/2025 05:38 Link

25

Swachh Lakhimpur showcases how scientific 
waste management, legacy waste remediation, 
and integrated processing facilities can drive 
ecological restoration and sustainable urban 
development in Assam.#CleanHillCities https://
t.co/DSiesz2g9f

PIBKohima

16/12/2025 05:33 Link

26

1 Day to Go! MoHUA will host the 
#CleanHillCitiesInitiative, bringing together 13 
Himalayan &amp; NE States to shape a waste 
management strategy for high-footfall hill towns. 
Chaired by Secy, MoHUA Sh. S. Katikithala, it will 
highlight key challenges and replicable solutions.

PIBKohima

16/12/2025 05:31 Link

27
SWACHHATA IN UTTARAKHANDLegacy Waste 
RemediationDoor-to-Door CollectionSolid Waste 
Processing https://t.co/FWal8bzOwo

PIBDehradun
16/12/2025 04:34 Link
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