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MOUNTAINS OF CHANGE:

TRANSFORMING WASTE
MANAGEMENT IN HILLY AREAS

Strengthening Circalar
Eeonomy:
Gangtok's RRR Centre
Leads Textile Waste
Management
The Gangtok Municipal
Corporation (GMC) has
established a RRR Centre at
Deorali to address the growing
challenge of textile waste
entering natural water bodies
and  contributing  to
environmental degradation.
Although awareness activ

reuse and recycling streams.
Inaugurated on 24 June
2024, the RRR Centre offersa
dedicated drop-off point where
residents can deposit reusable
items such as clothes, books,
and fabric. GMC oversees the
collection process and
collaborates with authorised
scrap dealers for the
transportation of materials
outside Sikkim for recycling,
given the absence of in-state
processing facilities,

were undertaken in the past,
improper disposal of textiles
by citizens remained a
persistent concern. The RRR
Centre was conceptualised to
provide a structured system
for the collection, reuse, and
recyeling of discarded
materials, thereby reducing
pollution and promoting
responsible waste practices,
Key stakeholders in this
initative include the Gangtok
Municipal Corporation, local
citizens, and registered scrap
dealers. Scrap dealers play an
essential role in ensuring that
items collected are channelled
back into the economy through

Additionally, regular
collection drives across all

wards have been
institutionalised to ensure
widespread public

participation and sustained
engagement.

The initiative supports
sustainable consumption
patterns by extending the
lifecyele of products and
lowering the demand for virgin
raw materials. Scrap dealers
play an essential role in
ensuring that items collected
are channelled back into the
economy through reuse and
recyeling streams.

In terms of its impact, the

initiative diverts significant
quantities ofwaste away from
landfills. reducing the
environmental burden, while
fostering a culture of reuse and
responsible disposal among
citizens.

Mangan's Model for
Smart, Sustainable Waste
Management in Sikkim
Mangan. a small Nagar
Panchayat in Sikkim with a
population of around #,000,
has become a benchmark for
solid waste
management under
Swachh Bharat Mission
2.0, By combining
community
engagement, innovative
strategies, and a strong
Tocus on sustaimability,
Mangan has set an
example for urban local
bodies across Sikkim
and the northeastern

as the cleanest ULB in Sikkim
and the second cleanest in the
northeast, receiving multiple
awards in 2022 and 2023,
Mangan’s holistic approach
demonstrates how technology,
citizen engagement, and
innovative practices can
transform small towns into

to clean the surroundings,
including yak excrement—a
challenge unigue to the region’s
TOUTIST CCOsySIem.

Over the years. the Samiti
has also camied out major clean-
up  drives, remeving
accurmulated waste from the lake
and its wetlands. Practical

B tup

have

models of st ble urban es like
waste management. noodles and providing garbage
Guardians of the Sacred bags 1o drivers
Lake: The Tsomgo significantly reduced fittering. A

Cleanliness Movement in

conservation fee collected from

al

TR,
A standout
initiative isthe PET shredding

machine instatled at Mangan
Bazaar in September 2021, the
first of its kind in the state.
This facility allows residents
to process plastic
bottles into smaller
flakes, reducing
plastic waste
volume by 85
percent and
ignificantly
lowering the town's
plastic footprint
Beyond plastic
management,
Mangan has
established a state-
of- the-art Material
Recovery Facility
(MRF) with a
capacity of 3 tonnes
per day, efficie
converting municipal
waste into recyclable
materials and high-quality
compaost, which is sold to the
public, generating revenue for
the Magar Panchayat. The
town also operates a Reduce,
Reuse. Recyele (RRR) centre,
enabling citizens to donate
surplus items and further
minimize waste. Houszhold
participation is encouraged
through the *3 Bin, | Bag™
segregation system, and two
wards have been declared
“Zero Wet Waste™ zones,
reflecting Mangan’s goal of
achieving 100 percent souree
segregation by 2025,
These combined efforts
have eamed Mangan recognition

Sikkim
Perched at nearly 12,000 feet,
Tsomgo Lake isone of Sikkim's
most treasured natural wonders
and the Tsomgo Pokhri
Sanrakshan Samiti (TPSS) has
emerged as its steadfast
guardian. Driven by a deep
sense  of  community
ownership, the TPSS has buill
an impressive model of lake
conservation that blends waste
management, awareness, and
sustainable tourism. From
managing daily waste gencrated
by visitors to educating
tourists about ecological

tourists  funds  regular
maintenance, lake guards, and
community capacity-building
initiatives, TPSS  runs
awargness campaigns on
environmental protection,
urging visitors to avoid plastic
baottles and respect the fragile
alpine landscape, Their efTorts
extend beyond tourists—local
vendors and residents are
trained to adopt sustainable
practices that protect the lake’s
ccology,

Working closely with the
state government, NGOs, and
the local community, TPSS has

sensitivity, the Samiti ensures
that the serenity of this high-
altitude  lake remains
undisturbed.

With 52 shops operating
around the lake, TPSS has put
in place a structured waste
collection system. ensuring
that all waste is transported to
a designated recovery centre,
Dedicated staffare employed

even relocated a commercial
complex away from a sensitive
wetland zone.

Today, Tsomgo Lake is
celebrated as one of India’s
cleanest tourist sites. with
TPSS receiving multiple
national awards for ils
remarkable stewardship.

(A PIB feature)
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F1000-cr clean hill cities drive to bank
on decentralised, resilient technologies

By HT Correspondent

Published on: Dec 16,2025 03:51pmisT ] 58] € €@ @

Roopa Mishra, joint secretary at MoHUA,, said states
have been asked to develop their own templates under
the mission, tailored to local geography, climate and

capacity constraints

Officials said the programme marks a shift away from applying urban management
models designed for the plains to hill cities. (@swachhbharat | Official X account)

A %1,000 crore initiative for clean hill cities under Swachh Bharat
Mission (SBM) 2.0 will be rolled out in January, Srinivas K, secretary
at union ministry of housing and urban Affairs (MoHUA), said on
Tuesday.



He was speaking as part of a preparatory workshop for this scheme in
the national capital attended by officials of 12 Himalayan and

northeastern states and that of five hill cities from West Bengal.

Roopa Mishra, joint secretary at MOHUA, said states have been asked
to develop their own templates under the mission, tailored to local

geography, climate and capacity constraints.

“These templates must be scalable, implementable and replicable

within their regions,” she said.

Senior officials said the programme marks a shift away from applying

urban management models designed for the plains to hill cities.

Officials acknowledged that earlier interventions often relied on
centralised and capital-intensive technologies that proved unsuitable
for high-altitude towns. In several cases, solid waste management
facilities and treatment plants commissioned in hill cities became
non-functional due to poor accessibility, lack of locally trained
manpower, and the inability of technologies to operate in sub-zero

conditions.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1000cr-clean-hill-cities-drive-to-bank
-on-decentralised-resilient-technologies-101765880504853.html
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Centre to launch Clean Himalayan Cities Initiative to tackle plastic

& other waste

Dipak K Dash / TNN / Dec 18, 2025, 23:44 IST
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New Delhi: As hill cities and major tourist destinations
face the challenge of tackling mammoth landfills of
plastic and other municipal waste, Centre has decided
to roll out Clean Himalayan Cities Initiative soon to
provide financial and technical assistance. Speaking at
a workshop organised by the housing and urban affairs
ministry, experts working in these areas flagged the
culture of consumption of instant noodles and energy
drinks rather than local food, which also generate huge

plastic waste.

Addressing experts and stakeholders, housing and

urban affairs secretary S Katikithala said that there is an urgent need to address growing concerns as cities in hill

states witness a tourism surge and organise events and festivals bringing in large crowds.

Officials said that besides the cities in hill states, foothill cities of West Bengal — Darjeeling, Kurseong, Kalimpong,

Mirik and Siliguri — are also included in the initiative.

“Under the Swachh Bharat Mission—-Urban, Himalayan hill cities have demonstrated several impactful on-ground

initiatives and best practices that offer replicable and scalable solutions, driven by strong community

participation and supported by appropriate technologies.



Building on these successes and with an aim to further accelerate and amplify such efforts, this initiative will
strengthen collaboration, share knowledge and chart a sustainable pathway for clean and resilient hill cities,” the

rinistry said.

Officials said that India’s hill and Himalayan states — including Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and select
cities in West Bengal — face distinct urban challenges due to fragile ecosystems, steep and unstable terrain,

dispersed settlements and extreme climatic conditions.

The ministry said, “Following the workshop, participating states/ UTs will undertake detailed assessments to
identify priority focus areas, evaluate requirements, and prepare comprehensive plans for submission to the
ministry. These interventions are proposed to be rolled out in early 2026, with the objective of bringing about

tangible improvements and visible changes in the Himalayan hill cities.”

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/centre-to-launch-clean-himalayan-cities-i
nitiative-to-tackle-plastic-other-waste/articleshow/126016331.cms
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Bridging Digital Divide

Exclusive: Himalayan States Recording Waste
Management Innovations
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As the first light of the day touches the Himalayan ranges,life begins quietly across the
majestic mountains. In hill towns, sanitation workers navigate narrow pathways to
collect household waste.

On school campuses, students segregate waste as part of routine practice, while at
pilgrimage sites, visitors use designated collection points. These everyday actions reflect
a growing emphasis on organised waste management in the Himalayan region, which is
further shaped by high-altitude settlements, difficult terrain, climatic variability, and
limited land availability.



Seasonal tourism and pilgrimage activities add to these operational demands, requiring
locally adapted and decentralised solutions. Recognising these conditions, governments
at all levels have strengthened waste management efforts under Swachh Bharat

Mission—Urban 2.0, with a focus on source segregation, scientific waste
management, and remediation of legacy dumpsites and active citizen and institutional
participation.

Kedarnath Fights Plastic Waste With Digital Refund System

Kedarnath, a prominent pilgrimage destination in Uttarakhand, witnesses a seasonal influx of
thousands of devotees, requiring structured arrangements for plastic waste management. To
address the concern, the state government introduced a Digital Deposit Refund System
(DRS) in May 2022 in collaboration with Recykal.

Under the system, plastic bottles and Multilayered Plastic (MLPs) items are issued with
Unique Serialised Identification (USI) QR codes, against which a refundable deposit of
%10 is collected. Pilgrims can return used items at designated points or at twoReverse
Vending Machines (RVMs) installed at Gaurikund and the Kedarnath temple. The deposit
amount is refunded digitally through UPI.

https://[harkhandstatenews.com/article/top-stories/10602/exclusive-hi
malayan-states-recording-waste-management-innovations
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New Initiative Launched for Cleaner
Himalayan Hill Cities

& Shalini Singh December 16, 2025 Last Updated: December 16, 2025 M 2 minutes read

B image c NDTV  §

On December 16, 2025, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) hosted a
groundbreaking workshop at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi to kickstart the Clean
Himalayan Hill Cities Initiative. This initiative aims to develop a strategic and
practical roadmap to enhance cleanliness and sustainability in the region’s hill cities,
engaging vital stakeholders from various sectors.



The Clean Himalayan Hill Cities Initiative marks a significant advancement in the
collective efforts to address urban cleanliness challenges. It aligns with the vision of
the Swachh Bharat Mission—Urban, emphasizing the need for Garbage Free Cities.
The official announcement of this new initiative was made during the National Urban

Conclave held from November 8 to 9, 2025.

Engaging Key Stakeholders

Chaired by MoHUA's Secretary, Shri S. Katikithala, the workshop gathered urban
experts, representatives from technical agencies, private sector partners, and
leaders from 13 Himalayan and North-Eastern cities, including prominent hill cities
from West Bengal such as Darjeeling and Kalimpong. The focus was to harness
shared insights and experiences to develop tailored solutions for these unique urban
areas. Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, Himalayan hill cities have implemented
successful initiatives driven by community involvement and appropriate
technologies. The goal of the new initiative is to further bolster these efforts by
establishing stronger partnerships, exchanging knowledge, and creating sustainable

solutions for clean and resilient urban environments.

https://observervoice.com/new-initiative-launched-for-cleaner-himalayan-hill-cities-165768/
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MoHUA workshop bnngs States, experts together
 to strengthen sanitation in Himalayan cmes

NEW DELHI, Dec 16: A
“preparatory workshop on

the Clean Himalayan Hill |

'Cmes Initiative was'

orgamsed _

by the Ministry of Hous—
ing and Urban Affairs to-
day at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi, bringing to-
gether key stakeholders to

 develop a focused, strate- .
gic and outcome- oriented |

roadmap for achieving vis-
" ible and sustainable clean-
 liness in Himalayan hJIl cit-.
ies, - o
 The Clean Hlmalayan Hill

Cities Initiative represents.
a concerted step towards

shaping a comprehensive -

and targeted approach to -
achieving visible cleanh—

-ness in hill cities. By fos-
~tering structured ideation’

and collectlve reflection,

‘effective customtzed solu—

tions, among cities from 13
Himalayan Hill cities. Reaf-
firming the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban vision of
Garbage Free Cities, the

: Ministry of Housing and

~ has brought

Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
announced Clean Hima-
layan and Hill Cities at the
National Urban .Conclave
2025 held on November 8-
<9,2025. e

Presided over by the Sec-

retary, MoHUA, S.
Katikithala, the initiative
(Cont. P.6)
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MoHUA launches clean Himalayan Hill cities initiative

PIB

New Delhi, Dec 16: A pre-
paratory workshop on the
Clean Himalavan Hill Cit-
ies Initiative was organised
by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs on 16
December 2025 at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi, bring-
ing together key stakehold-
ers to develop a focused,
strategic and outcome-
oriented roadmap for achiev-
ingvisible and sustainable
cleanliness in Himalayan
hill cities.

The Clean Himalayan Hill
Cities Initiative represents
a concerted step towards
shaping a comprehensive
and targeted approach to
achieving visible cleanli-
ness inhill cities. By foster-
ing structured ideation and
collective reflection, effec-
tive customized solution,
amongcities from 13 Hima-
layan Hill Cities. Reaffirm-
ing the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban vision of
Garbage Free Cities, the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
announced Clean Himala-
van and Hill Cities at the
National Urban Conclave
2025 held on 8-9 November
2025.

Presided over by the Sec-
retary, MoHUA, Shri S.
Katikithala, the initiative

hasbrought together urban
experts, technical agencies,
private partners, technol-
ogy solution providers, and
senior representatives from
the 13 North-Eastern and
Himalayan hill cities. Ad-
ditionally, key hill and
foothill eities of West Ben-
gal—Darjeeling, Kurseong,
Kalimpong, Mirik and
Siliguri-—are also included
in the initiative.

Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban, Himalayvan
hilleities have demonstrat-
ed several impactful on-
ground initiativesand best
practices that offer repli-
cahleand scalable solutions,
driven by strong commu-
nity participation and sup-
ported by appropriate tech-
nologies. Buildingon these
successesand withanaim
to further accelerate and
amplify such efforts, this
initiative will strengthen
collaboration, share knowl-
edgeand charta sustainable
pathway for clean and re-
zilient hill cities.

The preparatory workshop
focussesonevolving a strat-
egy in consultation with a
wide range of people from
all walks of life. The par-
ticipants range from State
representatives, partner
organisations, solution
providers, including aca-
demicand research institu-

tions such as IIT Roorkee,
GBPant University, CEDAR;
civil society and commu-
nity organisations like
Sulabh International, Waste
Warriors, Healing Hima-
layas; private and social
sector partners including
Swahaa Resource Manage-
ment Pvt. Ltd,, Royal Enfield
Social Mission and develop-
ment and global multilat-
eral agencies such as GIZ,
World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Bank, UNIDO, AFD,
Kfw, European Union,
Embassy of Switzerland and
the Gates Foundation, the
community leaders driving
the change showcasong
their journeys in keeping
Himalayvan Hill Cities clean.
Top of Form and many
other partners creating an
impact.

Together, these stakehold-
ersreflect a whole-of-soci-
ety approach—blending
policy leadership, technical
expertise, innovation, fi-
nancing and community
participation—to enable
collaborative, scalable and
context-specific solutions
for cleaner and more resil-
ient Himalavan hill cities.
Bottom of Form

India’s Hilland Himalayan
States—including Jammu
& Kashmir, Ladakh, Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Sikkim, Assam,

Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura, and
select cities in West Ben-
gal—face distinct urban
challenges due to fragile
ecnsystems, steep and un-
stable terrain, dispersed
settlements and extreme
climatic conditions. While
notable progress has been
achieved under Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban,
structuraland geographic
constraints continue to
hinder sustainable and
resilient solid waste and
sanitation outcomes.
The various informative
brainstorming sessions
spotlighted:
Proven, Practical, Possible
What Works for Himala-
van Cities Showcasing
replicable models and in-
novations in community-led
waste management, decen-
tralised sanitation systems,
and resource recovery
initiatives
Driversof Change: Inspir-
ing community leaders from
Himalavan hill cities who
shared their journeyvs of
driving change in sanita-
tion and waste manage-
ment—highlighting efforts
suchas mountainclean-up
strategies, making shrines
and religious places plastic-
free ete.
Technology for Hill Cities:

This session focuses on
technologyv-driven solutions
for hilly regions, covering
integrated waste manage-
ment, along with key advi-
sorieson promotingofftake
of treated sewage sludge,
onsite sanitation options
for colder regions, and de-
centralised solutions for
used water management in
hilly areas.

Synergizing Solutions: Col-
laboration for Clean Hill
Cities: This session high-
lights how partnerships
and cross-sector collabora-
tions among government,
civil society, private plavers
and development partners
can accelerate effective and
sustainable waste manage-
ment solutions tailored to
the unique challenges of
hilly regions.

Insights from Global Prac-
tices: The session show-
cases replicable global
models and innovations in
community-led waste man-
agement, decentralised
sanitation and resource
recovery, adaptable to the
Himalavan context,
Roadmap Ideation with
States/Cities: Interactive
session for States/Citiesto
co-createroadmaps address.
inggeographic challenges,
solutions, and key sites to
accelerate efforts towards
visually clean hill cities.
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ratory workshop onthe Clean

imalayan Hill Cities Initiative
was organised by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
on 16 December 2025 atVigyan
Bhawan, Mew Delhi, bringing
together key stakeholders to
developa focused, strategicand
outcome-oriented roadmap for
achieving visible and sustainable
cleanliness in Himalayan hill
cities,

The Clean Himalayan Hill
Cities Initiative represents a
concerted step towards shapin
acomprehensive and Largete
.][:praach to achieving visible
cleanliness in hill cities. By fos-
tering structured ideation and
collective reflection, effective
customized solution, among
cities from 13 Himalayan Hill
Cities, Reaffirming the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban vision
of Garbage FreeCities, the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs{MoHUA) announced Clean
Himalayan and Hill Cities at the
Mational Urban Conclave 2025
held on 8-9 November 2025,

Presided aver by the Secre-
tary, MoHLIA, ShriS.Katikitha-
la, the initiative has brought
together urbanexperts, techni-
cal agencies, private partners,
rechnology solution providers,
and senior representatives from
the 13 North-Eastern and Hi-
malayan hill cities. Addition-
ally, key hill and foothill cities
of West Bengal—Darjeeling,

L

Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urhan, Himalayanhill
cities have demonstrated sev-
eralimpactfulon-ground initia-
tives and best practices that
offer replicable and scalable
solutions, driven by strong com-
munity participation and sup-
ported by aplnropriate tech-
nclogies, Building on these
successes and with an aim to
further accelerate and amplify
suchefforts, this initiative will
strengthen collaboration, share
knowledge and chartasustain-
able pathway for clean and re-
silient hill cities.

The preparatory workshop
focusses onevolving a strategy
inconsultationwithawide range
of people from all walks of life.
The participants range from
State representatives, partner
organisations, solution provid-
ers, including academic and
research institutionssuch as1IT
Roorkee, GB Pant University,
CEDAR; civil society and com-
munityorganisationslike Sulabh
International, Waste Warriors,
Healing Himalayas; private and
socialsector partners including
Swahaa Resource Management
Pvt. Led., Royal Enfield Social
Mission and development and
globalmulrilateral agencies such
as GIZ, World Bank, Asian De-
vt;{n’)ymcnt Bank, UNIDO, AFD,
Kfw, European Union, Embas-

sy of Switzerland and theCates
Foundation, the community
leaders driving the change show-
casong their journeys in keep-
ing Himalayan Hill Cities clean.
Top of Form and many other
partners creating an impact.

Together, these stakeholders
reflect a whole-of-society ap-
proach—hlending policy leader-
ship, technical expertise, inno-
vation, financing and commu-
nity participation—to enable
collaborative, scalable and
context-specific solutions for
cleaner and more resilient Hi-
malayan hill cities,

Bottom of Form

India’s Hill and Himalayan
States—including Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura, and select

citiesin West Bengal —face dis-
tinct urban challenges due to
fragile ecosystems, steep and
unstable terrain, dispersed
sertlements and extreme cli-
matic conditions. While notable
progress has been achieved
under Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban. structural and geograph-
icconstraints continue tohinder
sustainable and resilient solid
waste and sanitation outcomes,

The various informative
brainstorming sessions spot-
lighted:

Proven, Practical, Possible
- What Works for Himalayan
Cities Showcasing replicable
models and innovations in
community-led waste manage-
ment, decentralised sanitation
systems, and resource recovery
initiatives

Driversof Change: Inspiring
community leaders from Hi-

ment—highlighting efforts such
asmouniainclean-up sirategies,
making shrines and religious
places plastic-free etc.

Technol for Hill Cities:
This session focuses on tech-
nology-driven solutions for hilly
regions, covering integrated
waste management, along with
key advisaries on promoting

ake of treated sewage sludee,
onsite sanitation options for
colder regions, and decentralised
solutions for used water man-
agement in hilly areas,

Synergizing Solutions: Col-
laboration for Clean Hill Cities:
This session highlights how
partnerships and cross-sector
collaborations among govern-
ment, civil society, private play-
ers and development partners
can accelerate effective and
sustainable waste management
solurions tailored tothe unigque
challenges of hilly regions.

Insights from Global Prac-
tices: The session showcases
replicable global models and
innovations incommunity-led
waste management, decentral-
ised sanitation and resource
recovery, adaptable to the Hi-
malayan context.

Roadmap Ideation with
Stares/Cities: Interactive session
for StatesfCities to co-create
roadmapsaddressing geograph-
icchallenges, solutions, and key

'—
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MoHUA Hosts Workshop on Clean Himalayan Hill Cities Roadmap
Preparatory WoRKsSHOP BRINGS STATES, EXPERTS AND PARTNERS TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN SANITATION IN HimaLAavan CITIES
KnNowLEDGE PRODUCTS TO STRENGTHEN SANITATION IN HIMALAYAN AND HiLL CITIES LAUNCHED
New Delhi DEC 16 : A pre-  Kurseong, Kalimpong, Mirikand malayan hill cities who shared  sitesto accelerate efforts towards
Siliguri—are also included in their jpurneys of drivingchange  visually clean hill cities.
the initiative, insanitationand waste manage- Theworkshopwitnessed the

launchofkey knowledge prod-
ucts aimed at strengthening
sanitation and waste manage-
ment in Himalayan and Hill
cities. These include“Mountains
of Change: Transforming Waste
Management in Hilly Areas”, a
compendium of best pra 5
from hilly regions, along with
an “Advisory on Onsite Sanita-
tion for Colder Regions” andan
“Advisory onPromoting Offtake
of Treated Sewage Sludge, nf-
fering practical guidance o
supportclimate-responsive and
sustainable urban solutions.
The Clean Himalayan and
Hill Cities Initiative will enable
States{UTs and partners to iden-
tify specific challenges and
solutions related to waste man-
agement and sanitation, par-
ticularly in areas of high footfall
areas - driven by pilgrimage
routes, seasonal hotspots etc.
Following the workshop,
participating States/UTs will
undertake detailed assessments
toidentify priority focus areas,
evaluate requirements, and
prepare comprehensive plans
for submission to the Ministry.
Theseinterventions are proposed
to be rolled out in early 2026,
with the objective of bringing
about tangible improvements
and visible changes in the Hi-
malayan hill cities.
riB
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MoHUA Holds Preparatory Workshop to Chart Roadmap
for Clean Himalayan Hill Cities initiative in New Delhi today

Preparatory Workshop
Brings States, Experts and
Partners Together to
Strengthen Sanitation in
Himalayan Cities

Knowledge Products to
Strengthen Sanitation in
Himalayan and Hill Cities
launched

16 DEC 2025 New Delhi
A preparatory workshop
on the Clean Himalayan
Hill Cities Initiative was
organised by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs on 16 December 2025
at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi, bringing together
key stakeholders to de-
velop a focused, strategic
and outcome-oriented
roadmap for achieving
visible and sustainable
cleanliness in Himalayan
hill cities.

The Clean Himalayan Hill
Cities Initiative represents
a concerted step towards
shaping a comprehensive

and targeted approach to
achieving visible cleanli-
ness in hill cities. By fos-
tering structured ideation
and collective reflection,
effective customized solu-
tion, among cities from 13
Himalayan Hill Cities.
Reaffirming the Swachh
Bharat Mission—Urban
vision of Garbage Free
Cities, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) announced
Clean Himalayanand Hill
Cities at the National Ur-
ban Conclave 2025 held
on 8—9 November 2025.
Presided over by the Sec-
retary, MoHUA, Shri S.
Katikithala, the initiative
hasbroughttogether urban
experts, technicalagencies,
private partners, technol-
ogy solution providers, and
seniorrepresentatives from
the 13 North-Eastern and
Himalayan hill cities. Ad-
ditionally, key hill and
foothillcities of West Ben-
gal—Darjeeling, Kurseong,
Kalimpong, Mirik and
Siliguri—are also includ-
ed in the initiative.

Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission—Urban, Himala-
yan hill cities have dem-
onstrated several impact-
ful on-ground initiatives
and best practices that
offer replicable and scal-
able solutions, driven by
strong community par-
ticipation and supported
by appropriate technolo-
gies. Building on these
successesand withanaim
to further accelerate and
amplify such efforts, this
initiative will strengthen
collaboration, shareknowl-
edge and chart a sustain-
able pathway forclean and
resilient hill cities.

The preparatoryworkshop
focusses on evolving a
strategy in consultation
with a wide range of peo-
ple from all walks of life.
The participants range
from Staterepresentatives,
partner organisations,
solution providers, includ-
ingacademicand research
institutions such as IIT
Roorkee, GB Pant Univer-
sity, CEDAR,; civil society
and community organisa-

tionslike Sulabh Interna-
Honal, Waste Warriors,
Healing Himalayas; private
and socialsector partners
including Swahaa Resource
Management Pvt. Ltd.,
Royal Enfield Social Mis-
sionand developmentand
globalmultilateral agencies
suchas GIZ, World Bank,
Asian Development Bank,
UNIDO, AFD, KfW, Eu-
ropean Union, Embassy
of Switzerland and the
Gates Foundation, the
community leaders driv-
ing thechange showcasong
their journeys in keeping
Himalayan Hill Cities
clean.Top of Form and
many other partners cre-
ating an impact.
Together, thesestakehold-
ers reflect a whole-of-so-
ciety approach—blending
policy leadership, techni-
calexpertise, innovation,
financing and community
participation—to enable
collaborative, scalable and
context-specificsolutions
for cleaner and more re-
silient Himalayan hill cit-
ies.
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Ladakh Transforming Waste Management in Harsh Geographical Conditions
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How Ladakh is Transforming Waste Management in the Harshest Geographical
Conditions Cleaning with Solar Energy: Solution to Leh's Waste Problem
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Preparation of Strategy for Clean Himalayan Hill Cities; Central Ministry of Urban
Affairs' New Initiative
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Himalayan States Pioneer Decentralized, Tech-Driven Waste

PT News
New Delhi, December 16

As the first light of the day
touches the Himalayan
ranges, life begins quietly
across the majestic moun-
tains. In hill towns, sanitation
workers navigate narrow
pathways to collect house-
hold waste. On school cam-
puses, students segregate
waste as part of routine prac-
tice, while at pilgrimage sites,
visitors use designated col-
lection points. These every-
day actions reflect a growing
emphasis on organised waste
management in the
Himalayan region, which is
further shaped by high-alti-

tude settlements, difficult ter-
rain, climatic variability, and
limited land availability.

Seasonal tourism and pilgrim-
age activities add to these
operational demands, requir-

ing locally adapted and
decentralised solutions.
Recognising these condi-
tions, governments at all lev-
els have strengthened waste
management efforts under

Swachh Bharat
Mission-lirban 2.0, with a
focus on source segregation,
scientific waste management,
and remediation of legacy
dumpsites and active citizen
and institutional participa-
tion, Kedarnath, a prominent
pilgrimage destination in
Utltarakhand, witnesses a sea-
sonal influx of thousands of
devotees, requiring struc-

Management under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.

tured arrangements for plas-
tic waste management. To
address the concern, the
state government introduced
a Digital Deposit Refund
System (DRS) in May 2022 in
collaboration with Recykal.

Under the system, plastic
bottles and Multilayered
Plastic (MLPs) items are
issued with Unique Serialised
Identification (USI) QR codes,

against which a refundable
deposit of 710 is collected.
Pilgrims can return used
items at designated points or
at  twoReverse Vending
Machines (RVMs) installed at
Gaurikund and the Kedarnath
temple. The deposit amount
is refunded digitally through
UPL Collected plastic waste is
channelled to  Material
Recovery Facilitics (MRF)for
processing and recycling.
The initiative promotes
responsible disposal prac-
tices and supports organised
plastic waste management
during the pilgrimage season.
In Jammu & Kashmir, conver-
sations around cleanliness
and  sustainability  are
increasingly becoming part of
everyday institutional life.
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Where Waste Finds New Theory: Northeast India Transformed into an Example
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State, experts and stakeholders at the same platform in the initial workshop to
make the Himalayan cities cleaner and stronger
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Knowledgeable products launched to improve cleanliness in Himalayan and
mountainous cities
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MoHUA Holds Preparatory Workshop to Roll Out
Clean Himalayan and Hill Cities Initiative

NEw DELHI, DEc 16 (PIB):
The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (Mo-
HUA) organised a prepa-
ratory workshop on the
Clean Himalayan Hill Cities
Initiative at Vigyan Bha-
wan, New Delhi, to devel-
op a focused, strategic and
outcome-oriented  road-
map for achieving visible
and sustainable cleanli-
ness across Himalayan and
hill cities. The workshop
brought together senior
representatives from par-
ticipating States and cities,
urban experts, technical
agencies, private partners
and technology solution
providers to shape a com-
prehensive and targeted
approach aligned with
the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion-Urban vision of Gar-
bage Free Cities.

The Clean Himalayan
and Hill Cities [nitiative
was announced by Mo-
HUA at the National Urban
Conclave 2025 held on 8-9
November 2025. Presid-
ed over by MoHUA Sec-
retary S. Katikithala, the
initiative brings togeth-
er 13 North-Eastern and
Himalayan hill cities and
also includes key hill and
foothill cities of West Ben-
gal-Darjeeling, Kurseong,
Kalimpong, Mirik and
Siliguri. It seeks to build
on the progress made un-
der Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion-Urban, where several
hill cities have already
demonstrated impactful,
community-driven initia-
tives supported by appro-
priate technologies, and

e

h‘

=i

to accelerate these efforts
through stronger collabo-
ration, knowledge-sharing
and context-specific solu-
tions.

Discussions during
the workshop recognised
that India’s Hill and Hi-
malayan States-Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himach-
al Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Tripura, along with select
cities in West Bengal-face
distinct urban sanitation
and solid waste manage-
ment challenges due to
fragile ecosystems, steep
and unstable terrain, dis-
persed settlements and
extreme climatic condi-
tions. While notable gains
have been achieved, struc-
tural and geographic con-
straints continue to hinder
sustained and resilient
outcomes, particularly in
high-footfall areas influ-
enced by pilgrimage routes
and seasonal tourism.

Through a series of
interactive sessions, par-

ticipants examined what
has worked on the ground
and what can be replicated
at scale, including models
of community-led waste
management, decen-
tralised sanitation and re-
source recovery. Commu-
nity leaders from hill cities
shared experiences of driv-
ing behavioural change
and practical interventions
such as mountain clean-up
strategies and initiatives to
make shrines and religious
places plastic-free. The
workshop also focused
on technology solutions
suited to hilly and cold re-
gions, covering integrated
waste management, onsite
sanitation options for cold-
er climates, decentralised
used-water management,
and measures to promote
the offtake of treated sew-
age sludge. Emphasis was
placed on building effec-
tive partnerships across
government, civil society,
private sector and develop-
ment partners, alongside
insights from global prac-
tices that can be adapted

to the Himalayan context.
States and cities engaged
in roadmap ideation to
identify geographic con-
straints, priority sites and
implementable actions
that can deliver visible im-
provements.

The workshop also
witnessed the launch of
key knowledge products to
support States and cities in
designing climate-respon-
sive and sustainable inter-
ventions. These include
“Mountains of Change:
Transforming Waste Man-
agement in Hilly Areas”, a
compendium of best prac-
tices from hilly regions, an
“Advisory on Onsite Sani-
tation for Colder Regions’,
and an ‘Advisory on Pro-
moting Offtake of Treated
Sewage Sludge”.

MoHUA stated that
the initiative will enable
States/UTs and partners
to identify specific chal-
lenges and solutions in
waste management and
sanitation, with particular
attention to locations of
high footfall. Following the
workshop,  participating
States/UTs will undertake
detailed assessments to
identify priority focus ar-
eas, evaluate requirements
and prepare comprehen-
sive plans for submission
to the Ministry. Interven-
tions under the initiative
are proposed to be rolled
out in early 2026, with
the objective of delivering
tangible  improvements
and visible cleanliness out-
comes in Himalayan and
hill cities.
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‘wan, New Delhi, bringing
together a wide spectrum

sustainable c!eanliness in\
Hlma!ayan and hill cities.
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aimed to lay the foundatlon
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roadmap for clean Himalayan
= hill cities

- The Ministry " of Housmg“

‘on Tuesday at Vigyan Bha-'

of.stakeholders to develop
| a—focused, strategic .and
'o'utc:ome-oriented roadmap
for achieving visible and.

for @ comprehensive and
customised approach to
sanitation and waste man-
/- agementin‘hill cities, taking
- intoe account their unigue
geographic, climatic and
ecologlcal challenges

- The initiative was"
first announced by Mo-

'HUA at the Natlonal Urban
‘Conclave 2025, held on’

8-9 November 2025, in

~alignment ‘with the Swa-"

chh Bharat M|33|0n4~Urban
(SBM-U) vision of Garbage

Free Cities.

(Contd on P-2)...
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b ‘Meghalaya’s initiative

combines enforcement '
. withawareness’
#“ >Continued from P 1

@ is part of Meghalaya’s

4. broader waste manage-
----= y ment reforms, which include
-, community-led sanitation mod-
to els, improved waste segrega-
»t - tion, and stricter enforcement
wo [of plastic regulations. It also
y = aligns with Meghalaya HC' di

v;;_—,f:lw ’fl""fhe Green Deposit Scheme

)'s_ll-f A : _.'.fnd tDur]sm: .' stakeholders

ja™!  Plavingakey role in implemen- '
- | ation —ensuring environmen.

{
ST e e 4l
\d™ | mentstheCleanHills Cityinitia: © |
«! tives under the Swachh Bharat '
at. Ifger e Bl swachh-Bharat- i
M s mn-Urban “ (SBM‘U) ‘?2-.0; %8
-2 supported by the Union minis. |
Ty ot housingand urban affairs
colaboration withstategovts, :
"‘ .;,'%"*t" . ,' .".;-‘f'; o “?;, ...J__ S ‘,. . ?."',_? e
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Lainehskhem :
:  Group (SHG), popularly cal-
¢ led the ‘Merry Maidens of

~ Women-led waste
mgmt in Meghalaya
sets nat’l standard

Manosh Das | TNN

: Shillong: Women of Meg-
: halaya are leading in waste
: management and are set-
: ting the standards in delive-
: - ring tangible change in the
: overall wastesegregation in
:  the country.

One such inspiration is
Self-Help

‘Merry Maidens’ ﬁrstbe-

“The successof the SHG

i is closely linked to consis-
! tent training and technical
: Supportﬁ-omtheurbanaﬁ'a ¥

HENS AU pl e e

: Photn for representation

] irsdebéfﬂnehf.’l"hmughca-

pacity-building and institu-

_ ) * tional backing, the women
i Shﬂlong’,whmhhasevnlved_ '
: intoan organisation thatef-
i ficiently runs a waste Teco-
i verycentre,

havetansﬁormedachal

hngngandoﬁensﬂgmatl

sed occupation into a struc-

~ tured, dignified and sustai- ;
s ,nablelivehhood,”anommal-
i gan as a group of women ' statementsaic ]
i waste pickers at the Marten
i landfill in the city outskirts.
: The group now produces
: certified compost using tra-
: ditional and indigenous .

: techniques, turning orga-

: nicwaste mtovaluablereso—

AN L4

is reducm.glandﬁ]l load, im-

‘j:prov:ngsoﬂhealth,andpro-‘
‘moting responsible waste

segregation in surroundmg
communities,” itsaid. :

“Beyond environmental
benefits, the group has 7

‘al of community-driven so-
lutions P thesiatement sazd.

T ) R R L R
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Meghalaya Launches Green Deposit Scheme
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Meghalaya launches Green Deposit scheme to combat plastic waste in tourist
spots
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Women lead the way in

community-driven waste management

Merry Maidens of Shillong
sets example for others

GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU
SHILLONG. DEC 13 In a remarkable
display of community-drniven nitiative
women in Meghataya are revolutionzing
waste management! practices with the
"Merry Maidens of Shillong” seif-help
group (SHG) emerging as a shining ex-
ampie

This group of women wasie p«chers has
transformed nlo 8 successful organiza
bon, running 8 Waste Recovery Centre
and producing certified cOmpost using
tradtional techmngues

The Merry Madens' joumey began st
the Marten landfill where they faced nu-
meérous challenges and shgma Howev-
or, with consistent training ang technical
support from the Urban Affairs Depant
ment. they hawve tumed their lives around
Today, they are not only managing waste
éfMectively but also promoting respons:
Die segregahon prachces in surrounding
communites

Their work has far.reaching benefits
including reducing andfill load, improv-
ing s0id health, and strengthening the lo-

cal green economy. The group's success
siory i a testament 1O the power of com
munity-led intiatrves and stale support in
drrving sustainable development

The government of Meghalaya's efforts
10 strengthen wasie management sys-
tems are ywiding results, with enhanced
segregaton, communty-ied cCoOmposting
1:1'0-g.'am5 ang environmeantal mon '!Dn"‘lg
becoming more prevalent Women-led
inbabrves like the Merry Madens. are at
the forefront of this transformation

india 1s witnessing a broader shift in
wasle management. driven by nitatives
under the Minsstry of Housing & Urban
Affairs and stale governments With a
focus on source segregation, plasuc re
dguctrion. and community parb:cipaton
these programs are reshaping the coun-
Iry's approach to sohd waste manage
ment

The Merry Maidens of Shillong serve as
a powerful model for communay-dnven
soluhons. demonsirating that with the
ngt supporl, women can lead the way
lowards a more sustainable future
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health estimates.
have seen a sharp rise in tourism

Page 3) _?GE;wm.': P.z}
ffS New initiative introduccd at Cherrapunjee, pawki and Living Root Bridges, areas that
Scheme to tackle plastic waste in tourist spots

tic régulations. The Green Deposit Scheme

‘alsa complements the Clean

1t also aligns with directions
of the Meghalaya High Court  Hills City initiatives under the
on the strict enforcement of ~ Swachh Bharal Mission — Urban
‘bans on singte-use plastics, (SBM-U) 2.0, supported by the
particularly items below 120 Ministry of Housing and Urban
microns. Affairs, Government of India, in
# Officials said the initiative aalhbo@m%ﬁh‘le Govarn-
oombinas enforcement with ments. i _
s local commu- mtﬁn

State unveils Green Deposit
community-led saniation mod-

GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU carrying plastic jtems such as
bottles or wrappers into No-

ars
he SHILLONG, DEC 14: Meghalaya
ch has launched a Green Deposit  tified zones must pay 2 8-
Scheme to curb plastic pollution  fundable depesit of Rs 100,
19 in high-footfall eco-tourism des-  which is returned upon re-
7. tinations, reinforcing the state’'s  sponsible disposal or return
5 push for sustainable tourismand  of plastic waste at designat-
stronger waste management. ed exit points. The mmre is
The initiative has been intro-  aimed at i
duced in Cherrapunjee, Dawki  ing and p
and the Living Root Bridges, ar- !
eas that have seen a sharp rise
in tourism and plastic litter affect-
ing forests, rivers and fragile ec-

systems.
Under the initiative, tourisis g r
————————————————
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The Shillong Times

ESTABLISHED 1945

Women lead way in M'laya waste management

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Dec 13: Women in Meghalaya
are leading the way in waste management,
setting a benchmark by achieving notable
success in waste segregation.

The Lainehskhem Self-Help Group
(SHG), popularly called 'Merry Maidens of
Shillong', has been an inspiration in this re-
gard. It has evolved into an organisation that
effectively runs a Waste Recovery Centre.

The Merry Maidens began as a collec-
tive of women waste pickers at the Marten
landfill. The group now produces certified
compost using traditional and indigenous
techniques, turning organic waste into a

valuable resource.

The success of the SHG 1s closely linked
to consistent training and technical support
from the Urban Affairs Department. Through
capacity-building and institutional backing,
the women have transformed a challenging
and often stigmatised occupation into a struc-
tured, dignified and sustainable livelihood.

Their work is reducing landfill load,
improving soil health, and promoting re-
sponsible waste segregation in surrounding
communities.

Beyond environmental benefits, the group
has strengthened the local green economy,
demonstrating the socio-economic potential
of community-driven (Contd on P-7)
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Women lead
way in...
(Contd from P-3) solu-

tions.

The Merry Maidens now
serves as a powerful model
of how women-led grass-
roots efforts, when backed
by government interventions,
can deliver long-term solu-
tions to waste management
challenges while advancing
inclusive and sustainable
development in the state.

In line with the govern-
ment’s push to strengthen
waste management systems,
Meghalaya is witnessing en-
couraging progress in several
districts.

Enhanced waste segrega-
tion, community-led com-
posting programmes, and
strengthened environmental
monitoring are reshaping
local waste management
practices. Among the most
notable outcomes of this
transformation is the rise of
women-led initiatives sup-
ported by state agencies.
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Merry Maiden in Meghalaya
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Meghalaya Starts 'Green Deposit' Scheme to Manage Plastic Waste in Tourist
Spots
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India witnessing rapid transition
fromwomen's-development to
women led development

NEW DELHL Dec 1 The
Central Govermment gives
highest priority o the safe
v, security and empower-
et of wormen and giris in
the county. The Govern
ment hos adopted o mundn-
pronged approach on a life
ovele contintiun basis 0
raise the standard of Lving
of women in the conmiry by
addressing the batiers re-
lated to ther educational, s0-
cial, econamic and political
empowernent As a resilt,
India is witnessing a rapid
fransition  fioim  wolnen's
developinent 10 women led
development with the vision
of anew India where wonen
aie the leading the wWay in
fast poced and sustainable
national developient.

The preatest leap forward
for women's political &mn-
poweriient was taken by en
actment of “the Narl Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023
(Constitution One Hundired
ol Sixth Anendient) Act
2023, for reservation of one
third of seats for women in
the House of People (Lok
Sabha)and in the State Leg-
islative Assemblies inchod-
ing Legisiative Assembily of
MNOT of Dellii

In oivder to enooIragEe #nl-
ploviment of wonen, the four
Labour Codes - the Code on
Wapes. 2019, the Induostri-
al Relations Code. 2020, the
Code on Social Security,
2020 and the Ocouparkonal
Safery, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 have

beent implemented with ef
fect fromn 21st November
2025, rationalizing 29 erst.
wihile labonr laws. As part
of the reforms, the codes
prohibit discriminarion on
the basis of gender, mandate
equal pay, and open doors
for women o work across
all sectors of econony at
all times, inchding under-
groud mining and heavy
machinery dhuties & night
shifts: suldect to their con
sent amdl odequate safery
measures by emplovers.

In order w reduce dridde-
ery and enhance the ease
of living for the woinen par.
ticulary in the raral areas,
under the Swacch Bharat
Aission nwwe than 118
crore wilets have been con-
stiucted. over 103 crore
households have been pro-
vided with clean cooking
gas connection in the name
of women wmnler Unawa
Ia Yopama and over 16 crore
househwolds have been pro-
vided with safe and potable
tap water connection under
Jal Jeevan Misswon.

Frime Minister Awnas
Yojana Gramin (PMAY-
G) and Pradhan Mant-
ri Awaas Yojana Urban
(PMAY-U)y aim to provide
‘Housing for All' through
provision of allweather
pucea house with hasic
ameniries to all houseless
families and households
living in Kutcha and di
lapidated house in rural
areas




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Good Morning Kashmir 16/12/2025 Srinagar

Page No: CCM:

7

1617.41

‘adakh's Leh has long been  as compost and paement tiles,

struggling with solid waste  which are reintegratad into the

management dueto hoom-  Local economy. By improving
ing tourism and rapid wiban  coliection efMciency and pro-
growth. Each
i upmmnr;wmsmda tive has significantly reduced
dztlnn the ecalagically fragile  waste gverflow in public areas,
town, has hanci itatian and publ
how to tackle it sustainably health.
through  solar-powered waslv Revenue  genersted  from

How Ladakh is Transforming Waste
Management in Extreme Terrain

Solar Powered Cleanup: Leh's Sclutlon to Waste

a4 waste pil-  eessing capabilities, the initia-

to rethink

Iamnanﬂanmllruneﬂlalbu !unpn the plant's operations,
The Ladakh Autonemaus  making it financially sustain-
Hill Development Council (LA-  able. With its focus on recycling,
HOCHaunched a solar-powered  reuse, and valun addition, Leh's
solid waste
m\ur in year 3»:& The phm poswered, wmrmnitrt‘hm
a processing capacity of  waste man
30 tonnes par laverages  licated in mw and tuur
Sular energy 1 reduce reliance ISt regions. The project not enly
on conventional power, lower  minimizes Landfill accumula-
operational costs, and emsure  tion but #so lewers carbon
uninterTupted eperations in this  emissions, supports Lang-term
remote region. Aiming for 100  environmental  sustainability,
percent source segregation and  and ensures that waste man-
a 50 percent material recovery  agement keeps pace with grow-
rate, 1he initiative ensures Mat  ng urban and tourist pressures,
the majerity of collected waste  providing a eleaner and health-
Is either recycled o compos- e eavironment for residents
Lik

and compost

ini-  medel how solar

umnus and mitigating envi-
ronmerntal pollution. (Courtesy: Minisry of

The project follows a drou- Huusing and Urban Affairs /
Lar economy moded, anrﬂng FIB Srinagar]
waste into esful products sucl

it from reaching  and




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Srinagar Observer 16/12/2025 Srinagar
Page No: CCM:
5 1885.28
5:
- g ..
¥ - E

S : ‘-“"“i&" : : }..-
How Ladakhis Transforming Waste

Management in Extreme Terrain
Solar Powered Cleanup: Leh’s Solution to Waste

he project follows
a circular economy
model, converting

wasteinto useful
products such as compost
and pavement tiles,
which are reintegrated
into the local economy.
By Improving collection
efficiency and processing
capabilities, the initiative
has significantly reduced
waste overflow in

public areas, enhancing
sanitation and public
health.

Mnmmsmmnstwlng
with olid waste managemen:
to Doming toLrism and rapid lrhﬂ omy. By

wets such &= compest and pavement thes,
which are réntegrated into tie Local ecan-

growth. Exch year, a3 waste piling uo and
waber Sources are de|

nink how ta tackle & sustanatly through
solar-powered waste processing, graund-
water

Ladakh Astoromous HILL De-

Initiative i vear 2000, The plant, with &
proceezing capacity of 30 tannss per day,
leverages solar ﬂl‘nﬂn Teduce rellance

mealtnﬂ-
Le tawn, mmb::ma - in

o collection
and processing mpabuia, the nitiative

has sgnincantly red
pabi health.

Ih-eugemmﬂwss.wm:;
mmk kmmsmw' "
rese, and

anla witn IBMIS on

waste werfion
M;mhmcln sanitation and

eficiency

C e

Tow solar mmd. mmwm -

costs, and ensure nlnwrwm
ll-w Inthis remate regian, lhllngﬂwlﬂ
oL

wacte managament can ba replicated n
mwnmmummmmnm
not anly

ipelones res, providinga cleaner and
nwﬁymm ¢ ecdares and

vl
(Courtesy: Mimstry
Lk

;!mw

LT

pmbect notnrhf mlrimlzes Iandﬂli
umulation but also lowers carbon
emissions, supparts long-term

environmental sustainability, and ensures that
waste management keeps pace with growing
urban and tourist pressures, providing a cleaner
and heal thier environment for residents and
visitors alike.
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How Ladakh is Transforming Waste Management in Extreme Terrain

SOLAR POWERED CLEANUP: LEH'S SOLUTION TO WASTE

adakh’s Leh has long been struggling

with solid waste management due to

hoomingtourismand rapidurban growth.

chyear, as waste piling up and water

sources are depleting, the ecologically fragile

town, has been forced to rethink how to tackle

it sustainably through solar-powered waste pro-

cessing, groundwater protection and landfill
remediation.

The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) launched a solar-powered
solid waste management initiative inyear 2020,
The plant, witha processing capacity of 30 tonnes
perday, leverages solarenergy to reduce reliance
on conventional power, lower operational costs,
and ensure uninterrupted operations in this
remote region, Aiming for 100 percent source
segregation and a 90 percent material recovery
rate, the initiative ensures that the majority of
collected waste iseither recycled or composted,
preventing it from reaching landfills and mitigat-
mg environmental pollution,

The project follows a circular economy mod-
el, converting waste into useful products such
as compost and pavement tiles, which are rein-
tegrated into the local economy. By improving
collection efficiency and processing capabilities,
the initiative has significantly l'e%!uced waste
overflow in public areas, enhancing sanitation
and public health,

Revenue generated from selling recyclables
and compost supTorls the plant’s ogeralions.
making it financially sustainable. Withits focus
on recycling, reuse, and value addition, Leh’s
model demanstrates how solar powered, com-
munity-driven waste management can be rep-
licated in other hilly and tourist regions, The
project notonly minimizes landfill accumulation
butalsolowers carbon emissions, supports long-
termenvironmental sustainability, and ensures
that waste management keeps pace with grow-
ing urban and tourist pressures, providing a
cleaner and healthier environment for residents
and visitors alike.

(COURTESY: MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS / PIB SRINAGAR)
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Siliguri included in Nat’l UfbanuRiver Management Plan

SANCHITA AICH BAG

SILIGURI: In a significant
boost to urban environmental
restoration, Siliguri has been
included in the Government
of India’s Urban River Man-
agement Plan (URMP) with
the objective of rejuvenating
the city’s rivers. Following an
understanding between the
West Bengal government and
the Union government, Sili-
gurihas been formally added to
the URMP list.

Under the plan, major rivers
flowing through the city, includ-

ing the Mahananda, Fuleswari,
Jorapani and Sahu, will undergo
systematic rejuvenation and
cleaning. As part of the broader
initiative to improve river
health and urban sanitation,
the Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP)-III and the Fecal Sludge
Management Plant (FSTP) are
expected to be inaugurated
by February 2026.

KMDA is executing the
STP projects in the city. Three
sewage treatment plants are
planned, with construction of
STP-111 at Fulbari already com-
pleted. Work on STP-1I has been

expedited, while the location
for another STP has been final-
ised. The total cost of the proj-
ect is estimated at Rs. 361 crore,
with tenders expected to be
floated by March.

Mayor Gautam  Deb
announced the developments
after holding two high-level
meetings with officials from the
Kolkata Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority (KMDA),
the Urban Development and
Municipal Affairs (UDMA)
Department, and other con-
cerned agencies. Chief Engi-
neer of KMDA Chandrachur

Sarkar and Senior Special Secre-
tary, KMDA, were present dur-
ing the meetings. Speaking after
the discussions, Mayor Deb said:
“It is a major achievement that
Siliguri has been included in the
Urban River Management Plan.
This initiative will help rejuve-
nate our rivers and, with the
completion of the STP prajects,
ensure that they remain clean in
the future, We are hopeful that
the STP-III will be inaugurated
within February.” He added that
the Siliguri Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) will be responsible
for operating and maintaining

the STPs for the next 15 years.

To oversee and expedite the
implementation of the URMP,
the state government has con-
stituted a dedicated committee.

The committee will include
the SMC Commissioner, Exec-
utive Engineer of SMC, city
planner from the Siliguri Jal-
paiguri Development Authority
(SJDA), and engineers from the
Irrigation, Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE), Public Works
Department (PWD), and Land
departments, Sub-Divisional
Officers (SDOs) of Siliguri
and Jalpaiguri.
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zero-plastic Hornbill

- Dimapur, Dec. 12 (EMN): Naga-
land has emerged as a leading
- example in sustainable waste
management, with the Hombill
- Pestival achieving a zero-plastic
- milestone and the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
- (MoHUA) recognising the state's
monsoon-readiness efforts
under the Safai Apnao Bimaari
Bhagao (SABB) campaign.

In its recent report, the min-

istry highlighted the 26th edi-
tion of Hornbill Festival as a na-
.~ tional model for demonstrating
how large cultural celebrations
can remain environmentally
responsible.
. The festival eliminated all
- single-use plastics, replacing
- them with bamboo straws,
banana-leaf plates, bagasse
cutleryand other biodegradable
alternatives.

According to the minis-
try’s report, the festival avoided
over one million plastic items
and prevented nearly 50 met-
ric tonnes of CO, emissions
through sustainable practices
such as on-site composting,
recycling, waste segregation,
and local sourcing of materials.

Trained volunteers guided
visitors on responsible disposal,
- while 42 well-maintained toilets
enhanced hygiene standards
- across the festival grounds, it

stated.

SABB drive

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs reported that Na-
galand stood out among north-
eastern states during the Safai
Apnao Bimaari Bhagao (SABB)
campaign—a nationwide ini-
tiative under Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban 2.0 aimed at
improving sanitation and pub-
lic health preparedness ahead
of the monsoon season.

[t stated that urban local
bodies in Tuensang, Bhandari,
Pfutsern, Mokokchung, Kohima
and Dimapur, along with re-
maote towns such as Tening and
Tizit, carried out intensive pre-
and post-monsoon activities,
including drain cleaning, heaith
camps, and school awareness
programimes.

Nearly 5,000 participants
took part in 60 cleanliness
drives, 30 rainwater harvesting
initiatives, and 40 monsoon-
related awareness campaigns,
significantly improving drain-
age, waste management and
hygiene measures across the
state,

According to the ministry,
Nagaland’s proactive approach
helped mitigate waterlogging
risks, reduce vector-borne dis-
eases, and strengthen overall
community health resilience
during the monsoon.
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Nagaland goes greén: Hornbill zem-_plastic...

(From p-1) Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
Local sourcing of under Swachh Bharat Mis-
materials further reduced sion-Urban-2.0. The cam-

transportation gmissions, re- - paign aimed to strengthen.

inforcinga circulareconomy - sanitation systems and im-
approach.Officials said- prove public health pre-
the, festival’s sustainability. paredness ahead of the mon-
measurés demonstrated hoy - soorf’season.
cultural celebratrons,can~_ *~ Urban Local Bodies
successfiilly integrateenvi<-(ULBs) ‘across the state-
ronmental responsibility. . “including Tuensang, Bhan-
" ¥Nagaland boosts mon- dari, Pfutsero, Mokoke-
soon prepatedness with hung, Kohima, and Dima-
intensive sanitation drives .pur: carried’ out targeted
Meanwhile” Nagaland cleanliness and sanitation
has emerged as one of the activities. Dimapur priori-
leading performers in the tised storm drain clean-
North East under the SABB ing, while Mokokchung
campaign, launched by the conducted school-based
Ministry of Housing and awareness drives. Remote

towns like Tening and Tizit
organised health camps and
community clean-up activi-
ties. Across the state, nearly
5,000 participants took part
in 60 cleanliness drives,
30 rainwater harvesting
initiatives, and 40 aware-
ness campaigns, helping
ease waterlogging, improve
drainage, and strengthen .
community-level disease
prevention. _
Officials said the mea-
sures not only improved
urban sanitation but also en-
hanced monsoon resilience
and contributed significantly
to public health across both
towns and remote areas.
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Nagaland goes green: Hornbill
zero-plastic, SABB boosts sanitation

DIMAPUR, DEC 12
(NPN): Nagaland’s push
| for environmental sustain-
ability received a major
boost this year through two
key initiatives- the Hornbill
Festival’s zero-plastic road-
map and intensified sanita-
tion interventions under
the Safai Apnao Bimaari
Bhagao (SABB) campaign.

According to-a PIB
press release, the 26th edi-
tion of the Hornbill Fes-
tival has been hailed as a
national model for sustain-
able event management,
achieving a zero-waste,

zero-plastic, and fully eco-

friendly festival environ-
ment.

All single-use plas-
tics- including straws,
plates, cups, and bags- were
completely banned, with
vendors required to adopt
biodegradable alternatives
such as bamboo straws,
leaf plates, and bagasse cut-
lery. Regular inspections
ensured strict compliance.

- More than one million
plastic items were avoided,
and the festival is estlmated
to have prevented nearly 50
metric tons of COO emis-
sions. To support the initia-

tive, organisers installed

clearly marked bins for wet,
dry, and recyclable . waste
across the venue, while vol-
unteers guided visitors in
proper waste segregation.
Dry waste was sent for re-
cycling, and wet waste was
composted on-site for dis-
tribution to local farmers.
Visitors were encour-

aged to bring personal
utensils, while refillable
water stations reduced reli-
ance on bottled water. A to-
tal of 42 clean public toilets
were deployed to maintain
hyglene throughou e
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MOUNTAINS OF CHANGE:

TRANSFORMING WASTE
MANAGEMENT IN HILLY AREAS

Strengthening Circalar
Eeonomy:
Gangtok's RRR Centre
Leads Textile Waste
Management
The Gangtok Municipal
Corporation (GMC) has
established a RRR Centre at
Deorali to address the growing
challenge of textile waste
entering natural water bodies
and  contributing  to
environmental degradation.
Although awareness activ

reuse and recycling streams.
Inaugurated on 24 June
2024, the RRR Centre offersa
dedicated drop-off point where
residents can deposit reusable
items such as clothes, books,
and fabric. GMC oversees the
collection process and
collaborates with authorised
scrap dealers for the
transportation of materials
outside Sikkim for recycling,
given the absence of in-state
processing facilities,

were undertaken in the past,
improper disposal of textiles
by citizens remained a
persistent concern. The RRR
Centre was conceptualised to
provide a structured system
for the collection, reuse, and
recyeling of discarded
materials, thereby reducing
pollution and promoting
responsible waste practices,
Key stakeholders in this
initative include the Gangtok
Municipal Corporation, local
citizens, and registered scrap
dealers. Scrap dealers play an
essential role in ensuring that
items collected are channelled
back into the economy through

Additionally, regular
collection drives across all

wards have been
institutionalised to ensure
widespread public

participation and sustained
engagement.

The initiative supports
sustainable consumption
patterns by extending the
lifecyele of products and
lowering the demand for virgin
raw materials. Scrap dealers
play an essential role in
ensuring that items collected
are channelled back into the
economy through reuse and
recyeling streams.

In terms of its impact, the

initiative diverts significant
quantities ofwaste away from
landfills. reducing the
environmental burden, while
fostering a culture of reuse and
responsible disposal among
citizens.

Mangan's Model for
Smart, Sustainable Waste
Management in Sikkim
Mangan. a small Nagar
Panchayat in Sikkim with a
population of around #,000,
has become a benchmark for
solid waste
management under
Swachh Bharat Mission
2.0, By combining
community
engagement, innovative
strategies, and a strong
Tocus on sustaimability,
Mangan has set an
example for urban local
bodies across Sikkim
and the northeastern

as the cleanest ULB in Sikkim
and the second cleanest in the
northeast, receiving multiple
awards in 2022 and 2023,
Mangan’s holistic approach
demonstrates how technology,
citizen engagement, and
innovative practices can
transform small towns into

to clean the surroundings,
including yak excrement—a
challenge unigue to the region’s
TOUTIST CCOsySIem.

Over the years. the Samiti
has also camied out major clean-
up  drives, remeving
accurmulated waste from the lake
and its wetlands. Practical

B tup

have

models of st ble urban es like
waste management. noodles and providing garbage
Guardians of the Sacred bags 1o drivers
Lake: The Tsomgo significantly reduced fittering. A

Cleanliness Movement in

conservation fee collected from

al

TR,
A standout
initiative isthe PET shredding

machine instatled at Mangan
Bazaar in September 2021, the
first of its kind in the state.
This facility allows residents
to process plastic
bottles into smaller
flakes, reducing
plastic waste
volume by 85
percent and
ignificantly
lowering the town's
plastic footprint
Beyond plastic
management,
Mangan has
established a state-
of- the-art Material
Recovery Facility
(MRF) with a
capacity of 3 tonnes
per day, efficie
converting municipal
waste into recyclable
materials and high-quality
compaost, which is sold to the
public, generating revenue for
the Magar Panchayat. The
town also operates a Reduce,
Reuse. Recyele (RRR) centre,
enabling citizens to donate
surplus items and further
minimize waste. Houszhold
participation is encouraged
through the *3 Bin, | Bag™
segregation system, and two
wards have been declared
“Zero Wet Waste™ zones,
reflecting Mangan’s goal of
achieving 100 percent souree
segregation by 2025,
These combined efforts
have eamed Mangan recognition

Sikkim
Perched at nearly 12,000 feet,
Tsomgo Lake isone of Sikkim's
most treasured natural wonders
and the Tsomgo Pokhri
Sanrakshan Samiti (TPSS) has
emerged as its steadfast
guardian. Driven by a deep
sense  of  community
ownership, the TPSS has buill
an impressive model of lake
conservation that blends waste
management, awareness, and
sustainable tourism. From
managing daily waste gencrated
by visitors to educating
tourists about ecological

tourists  funds  regular
maintenance, lake guards, and
community capacity-building
initiatives, TPSS  runs
awargness campaigns on
environmental protection,
urging visitors to avoid plastic
baottles and respect the fragile
alpine landscape, Their efTorts
extend beyond tourists—local
vendors and residents are
trained to adopt sustainable
practices that protect the lake’s
ccology,

Working closely with the
state government, NGOs, and
the local community, TPSS has

sensitivity, the Samiti ensures
that the serenity of this high-
altitude  lake remains
undisturbed.

With 52 shops operating
around the lake, TPSS has put
in place a structured waste
collection system. ensuring
that all waste is transported to
a designated recovery centre,
Dedicated staffare employed

even relocated a commercial
complex away from a sensitive
wetland zone.

Today, Tsomgo Lake is
celebrated as one of India’s
cleanest tourist sites. with
TPSS receiving multiple
national awards for ils
remarkable stewardship.

(A PIB feature)
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MOUNTAINS OF CHANGE:

TRANSFORMING WASTE
MANAGEMENT IN HILLY AREAS

Strengthening Circular
Economy:
Gangtok’s RRR Centre
Leads Textile Waste
Management
The Gangtok Municipal
Corporation (GMC) has
established a RRR Centre at
Deorali to address the growing
challenge of textile waste
entering natural water bodies

reuse and recyeling streams.
Inaugurated on 24 June
2024, the RRR. Centre offersa
dedicated drop-off point where
residents can deposit reusable
items such as clothes, books,
and fabric. GMC oversees the
collection process and
collaborates with authorised
scrap dealers for the
transportation of materials

and  contributing 1o outside Sikkim for recyeling,
envir tal degradation.  given the ab of in-state
Although awareness activities  processing facilities.

were undertaken in the past,
improper disposal of textiles
by citizens remained a
persistent concern, The RRR
Centre was conceptualised to
provide a structured system
for the collection, reuse, and
recyeling of discarded
materials, thereby reducing
pollution and promoting
responsible waste practices.
Key stakeholders in this
initiative include the Gangtok
Municipal Corporation, local
citizens, and registered scrap
dealers. Scrap dealers play an
essential role in ensuring that
items collected are channelled
hack mto the economy through

e
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Additionally, regular
collection drives across all

wards have been
institutionalised to ensure
widespread public
participation and sustained
engagement.

The initiative supports
sustainable consumption

initiative diverts significant
quantifties of waste away from
landfills, reducing the
environmental burden, while
fostering a culture of reuse and
responsible disposal among
citizens,

Mangan’s Model for
Smart, Sustainable Waste
Management in Sikkim
Mangan, a small Nagar
Panchayat in Sikkim with a
population of around 6,000,
has become a benchmark for
solid waste
management under
Swachh Bharat Mission
2.0. By combining
communityf
engagement, innovative
strafegies, and a strong
focus on sustainability.
Mangan has set an
example for urban local
bodies across Sikkim
and the northeastern

region,
A standout

as the cleanest ULB in Sikkim
and the second cleanest in the
northeast, receiving multiple
awards in 2022 and 2023,
Mangan’s holistic approach
demonstrates how technology.
citizen engagement, and
innovative practices can
transform small towns into
models of sustainable urban

waste management.
Guardians of the Sacred
Lake: The Tsomgo
Cleanliness Movement in

to clean the surroundings.
including yak excrement—a
challenge unique to the region’s
tourism ecosystem,

Over the years, the Samiti
has also carried out major clean-
up  drives, removing
sccumubated waste from the lake
and its wetlands. Practical
measures like banning cup
noodles and providing garbage
bags to drivers have
significantly reduced littering. A
conservation fiee collected from

initiative is the PET shredding
machine installed at Mangan
Bazaar in September 2021, the
first of its kind in the state.
This facility allows residents
to process plastic
bottles into smaller
flakes, reducing
plastic waste
volume by 85
percent and
significantly
lowering the town’s
plastic footprint.
Bevond plastic
management,
Mangan has
estublished o state-
of- the-art Material
Recovery Facility
(MRF) with a
capacity of 3 tonnes
per day. efficiently
converting nunicipal
waste into recyclable
materials and high-quality
compost, which is sold 1o the
public, genemting revenue for
the Nagar Panchayat, The
town also operates a Reduce,
Reunse. Recycle (RRR) centre.
enabling citizens to donate
surplus items and further
minimize waste. Household
participation s |

patterns by extending the
lifecycle of products and
lowering the demand for virgin
raw materials. Scrap dealers
play an essential role in
ensuring that items collected
are channelled back into the
economy through reuse and
recycling streams.

In terms of its impact, the

Tr_ Tt .

through the “3 Bin, | Bag”
segregation system, and two
wards have been declared
“Zero Wet Waste™ zones,
reflecting Mangan's goal of
achieving 100 percent source
segregation by 2025.

These combined efforts
have eamed Mangan recognition
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Sikkim
Perched at nearly 12,000 feet,
Tsomgo Lake is one of Sikkim's
most treasured natural wonders
and the Tsomgo Pokhri
Sanmkshan Samiti (TPSS) has
emerged as its steadfast
guardian, Driven by a deep
sense  of community
ownership, the TPSS has built
an impressive model of lake
conservation that blends waste
management, awareness, and
sustainable tourism. From
munaging daily waste generated
by visitors to educating
tourists about ecological

a ke o
PLASTICS

d

funds
maintenance, lake guards, and
community capacity-building
initiati TPSS runs
awareness campaigns on
environmental protection,
urging visitors to avoid plastic
bottles and respect the fragile
alpine landscape. Their efforts
extend beyond tourists—local
vendors and residents are
trained to adopt sustainable
practices that protect the lake's
ecology.

Working closely with the
state govemment, NGOs, and
the local community, TPSS has

pares

sensitivity, the Samiti ensures
that the serenity of this high-
altitude  lake remains
undisturbed.

With 52 shops operating
around the lake, TPSS has put
in place a structured waste
collection system, ensuring
that all waste 1s transported 1o
a designated recovery centre.
Dedicated staff are employed

even relocated a commercial
complex wway from a sensitive
wetland zone.

Today. Tsomgo Lake is
celebrated as one of India’s
cleanest tourist sites, with
TPSS receiving multiple
national awards for its
remarkable stewardship,

(A PIB fearure)

DI, AN

an
bi
b

thi
tel
I




BT T e
PHEST IHFORMATIN SURRIN

Page No:
11

Publication Name:
Dainik Jagran

Publication Date: Edition:
15/12/2025 Dehradun
CCM:

838.77

-
Uttarakhand's Ten Urban Local Bodies Shine in Cleanliness
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SO s
'GUWAHATI, Dec 15: As-
sam showcased innovative
avaste-to-wealth initiatives
by turning invasive water
‘hyacinth into sustainable
- livelihood opportunities in
Morigaon district and Gu-
‘wahati. In Borchila village,
women supported by the |
Assam State Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission produced
handicrafts from water hya-
cinth, earning at least Rs
10,000 per month while
addressing ecological chal-
lenges in the flood-prone
-area. . .
 Near Deepor Beel in
‘Guwabhati, young entrepre-
mneurs launched Kumbhi

Kagaz, which produced bi- vided employment to near- ~community participation, an --enwii:onméﬁt%llf-ﬁrohle_

odegradable handmade pa- ly 40 women. The initia- women’s empowerment and into economic
.per from the plant-.-and-.px_‘-o—. tives dem_qns_trated ‘how innovation helped convert ical benefits.
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Meghalaya's Women Become Leaders in 'Waste Management'
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Headline

Only 1 day leftt@MoHUA _India is organizing PIBKolkata
#CleanHillCitiesInitiative to formulate waste

management strategies for high tourism pressure

hill cities. 13 states from the Himalayas and North-

East will participate in this initiative. @PIB_India

@MIB_India @airnews_kolkata @DDBanglaNews

15/12/2025 07:49 Link

@=UlUttarakhand is making resources for cleanlinessPIBDehradun

@=U110 urban local bodies of Uttarakhand performed
2 remarkably in the field of cleanliness @<R?&{p 15/12/2025 05:50

=
=
=,

#SwachhUttarakhand #Cleanindia
#WasteToWealth https://t.co/Z75M5fhz1s

Water Hyacinth to Wealth Communities in Assam PIBKohima
are transforming an invasive weed into

sustainable livelihoods through circular economy

initiatives under the Swachh Bharat Mission—

Urban (SBM-U).#CleanHillCities https://t.co/

CkaJClJu31

15/12/2025 05:32
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In Champhai city, people collectively clean up DDNewsMizoram
garbage in every neighborhood.In Champhai,
under the arrangement of VCs, people have
collectively purchased vehicles for garbage
disposal. Even those without garbage disposal
vehicles hire them, and the workers who dispose
of the garbage and their expenses are covered by
the community through 100-day work schemes
and other contributions. The community disposes
of the garbage within the neighborhood.Garbage
4 disposal in Champhai city is under the 14/12/2025 12:15 in
responsibility of the UD&PA Dept, and it is usually
done with government funds. Even though the
garbage disposal trucks are still running, the
neighborhoods no longer rely on the
department.People, united under the leadership
of community leaders, started disposing of
garbage around 2018. Except for one or two
neighborhoods in Champhai city, the department
is mostly free from this
responsibility.#DDnewsmizoram
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Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas! PIB_India
Jiribam Leads the Way: Transforming Freezers
and Glass Bottles into Sustainable SolutionsTake
a glance at another powerful success story of
sustainability and community action! Jiribam
Municipal Council in #Manipur has introduced an
innovative waste management initiative that
transforms discarded materials into valuable
community assets. With a focus on sustainability,
circular economy practices, and citizen
participation, the council has repurposed old
freezers into plastic banks and reused glass
bottles for beautification and functional
construction across the town To strengthen
responsible waste disposal, Jiribam Municipality
has been conducting dedicated waste collection
drives and offering of electronic waste, which
often goes unmanaged in small towns. As a
creative extension of this initiative, discarded
freezers have been redesigned as plastic banks,
encouraging households to segregate and deposit
plastic waste for recycling#CleanHillCities
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan @ SwachhBharatGov
@MoHUA_India

14/12/2025 10:55 in

=

Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas! airnewsalerts
Tezpur: Women at the Heart of Waste
ReductionTake a glance at the powerful success
story of sustainability and community action! In
the heritage town of Tezpur, managing waste
efficiently had long been a challenge due to
limited manpower, space constraints, and rising
urban pressures. Instead of allowing these
hurdles to slow progress, the Tezpur Municipal
Board turned to the strength of community
partnerships. Their collaboration with Tezpur
Mabhila Samiti -one of the city's oldest and most

6 trusted organisations, established in 1921 — laid 14/12/2025 08:21 in
the foundation for an innovative, people-centric
solution In February 2024, the two institutions
jointly launched a permanent RRR (Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle) Centre within the Samiti campus.
Designed as a welcoming and organised space,
the centre accepts gently used clothes, books,
toys, footwear, and household items from citizens.
These donations are carefully sorted and
redistributed to families who need them
most.#SwachhBharat #CleanHillCities
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan@ SwachhBharatGov
@MoHUA _India
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#Sikar : Municipality Celebrates Cleanliness zeerajasthan_
Festival

Voluntary work done at the municipality premises
and archway, Municipality EO Omprakash
administered the oath of cleanliness to everyone,
a cleanliness rally was organized to make the
7 general public and Shyam devotees aware in the 14/12/2025 08:01 in
town, Health Inspector Virendra Singh Chandelia,
Junior Clerk Vijaypal Singh, Rajendra Verma
along with the employees of the municipality were
also present.

=

@DcDmSikar @AshokSingh_Zee #LatestNews
#RajasthanNews #RajasthanWithZee

Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas! PIB_India
Tezpur: Women at the Heart of Waste
ReductionTake a glance at the powerful success
story of sustainability and community action! In
the heritage town of Tezpur, managing waste
efficiently had long been a challenge due to
limited manpower, space constraints, and rising
urban pressures. Instead of allowing these
hurdles to slow progress, the Tezpur Municipal
Board turned to the strength of community
partnerships. Their collaboration with Tezpur
Mabhila Samiti - one of the city's oldest and most
trusted organisations, established in 1921, laid
the foundation for an innovative, people-centric
solution In February 2024, the two institutions
jointly launched a permanent RRR (Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle) Centre within the Samiti campus.
Designed as a welcoming and organized space,
the centre accepts gently used clothes, books,
toys, footwear, and household items from citizens.
These donations are carefully sorted and
redistributed to families who need them
most#CleanHillCities #SwachhBharatAbhiyan
@SwachhBharatGov @MoHUA _India

14/12/2025 07:06

=
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#Rudrapur, #Uttarakhand, has transformed a long- DDNewslive
standing dumpsite into a green space under

Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0.The city, along with

Mussoorie, is adopting waste-to-energy systems

that convert waste into clean energy and organic

fertilizer, showcasing a sustainable approach to

urban waste management.@MoHUA_India
#SwachhBharatAbhiyan #CleanHillCities

13/12/2025 14:13
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#Kirtinagar, #Uttarakhand, has set a benchmark
with its Waste Processing Facility, operational
since January 2023, handling five tons of solid
waste daily. Designed for steep terrain and wildlife
areas, the facility uses composting pits and a
Material Recovery Facility. The project, completed

in seven months, earned Kirtinagar a Silver Award

at the 2024 Skoch
Awards.@MoHUA_India#SwachhBharatAbhiyan
#CleanHillCities

#Joshimath, #Uttarakhand, tackles seasonal
waste through a community-led Material
Recovery Facility (MRF) set up in 2010.Since
December 2022, it has processed over 1.3 million
kg of inorganic waste, generated 1 crore in
revenue, improved sanitation workers’ livelihoods,
reduced litter, and boosted environmental
awareness. The initiative has won the Chief
Minister Nirmal Nagar Excellent Puraskar

twice. @MoHUA_India#SwachhBharatAbhiyan
#CleanHillCities

#WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory
of Ladakh, is adopting innovative solutions to
tackle waste management challenges in its harsh,
high-altitude terrain. In 2020, a solar-powered
solid waste processing plant with a capacity of 30
tonnes per day was launched, aiming for 100%
source segregation and 90% material
recovery.The administration has also set up a
decentralised Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSTP), treating over 6 million litres of waste and
earning the AMRUT Technology Challenge
Award, significantly improving sanitation and
groundwater safety.To support sanitation workers
in extreme winters, a dedicated wash facility has
been established, ensuring their health, hygiene,
and dignity.In another landmark step, Leh has
reclaimed 20.26 hectares of land through
dumpsite remediation, with part of it earmarked
for afforestation.Moses Kunzang, Administrative
Secretary, Urban Local Bodies, Ladakh,
speaks.@MoHUA _India #Ladakh #Leh
#WasteManagement #SwachhBharatAbhiyaan
#SustainableDevelopment #SolarPower
#CleanEnergy #UrbanDevelopment
#EnvironmentalProtection #EcoRestoration
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#Jaipur: New Rise - New Identity, Growing
Rajasthan - Our Rajasthan

A cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan
program is being organized across the state
today, Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma at Jal
Mahal ki Paal...

#RajasthanWithFirstindia @BhajanlalBjp
@RajGovOfficial @aishwaryam99 https://t.co/
iIKKgHwW23uwW

Cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan program
in the state

Address by Chief Minister Bhajanlal on the banks
of Jal Mahal, said - 'Cleanliness awareness and
Shramdaan program in the state', 'Government
and society...

#Jaipur #RajasthanWithFirstindia @BhajanlalBjp
@RajGovOfficial https://t.colyZWwdLvC1H

State level cleanliness awareness and
Shramdaan program in Jaipur

CM participated and gave the message of Clean
Rajasthan.

#SwachhRajasthan #Shramdaan #CleanIndia
#CMJaipur #RajasthanNews #DDNewsRajasthan

#watch @=UI https://t.co/tqibN2dS6R

3 Days to go!Workshop on CLEAN HILL CITIES
INITIATIVE16 Dec 2025 https://t.co/GomjlvdkUh

#aipur Cleanliness awareness and Shramdaan
program on completion of 2 years

Shramdaan program at Jal Mahal's Pal tomorrow
at 7.30 am, Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma will
do Shramdaan, inspection regarding the
preparations for the program, Collector Jitendra
Kumar Soni, Commissioner Gaurav Kumar Saini
inspected, inspected the arrangements with the
officials.

@RajGovOfficial @BhajanlalBjp @DipuGoyal
#LatestNews #RajasthanNews
#RajasthanWithZee

Meghalaya’'s Merry Maidens Are Redefining
India’s Waste Management StoryRead more on:
https://t.co/V5YTQHRmM8y@MoHUA_India
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Headline

To support sanitation workers in extreme winters,
a dedicated wash facility has been established,
ensuring their health, hygiene, and dignity.

The administration has also set up a
decentralised Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSTP), treating over 6 million litres of waste and
earning the AMRUT Technology Challenge
Award, significantly improving sanitation and
groundwater safety.

#WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory
of Ladakh, is adopting innovative solutions to
tackle waste management challenges in its harsh,
high-altitude terrain.@MoHUA _India #Ladakh
#WasteManagement #SwachhBharatAbhiyaan
#SustainableDevelopment https://t.co/
ivqJGO4yAw

#Nagaland Strengthens Monsoon Readiness
through intensive sanitation measures#SHS2025
#swachhatahiseva2025 https://t.co/DDUZT5gXBV

Innovation in waste management in Himalayan
states! Greater attention is being paid to waste
management in the high and harsh Himalayan
states where tourism and pilgrimage activities are
high. Awareness is being created among students
about this, including systematic collection,
segregation and scientific management of wastes.
Special information about this https://t.co/
tWzA2UyaWk @PMOIndia @CRPaatil
@mlkhattar @VSOMANNA_BJP
@tokhansahu_bjp @MoJSDDWS
@MoHUA_India @SwachhBharatGov
@swachhbharat @PIB_India @MIB_India
@DG_PIB @sjajul @DDNewslive @DDNational
@DDChandanaNews @airnewsalerts
@airnews_kannada @CBC_Bengaluru

PIBSrinagar

14/12/2025
PIBSrinagar

14/12/2025
PIBSrinagar

14/12/2025
PIBKohima

12/12/2025
PIBBengaluru

16/12/2025

11:55 Link
11:55 Link
11:55 Link
12:44 Link
06:12 ink


#news_2000172886347428262
#news_2000172886347428262
#news_2000172886347428262
https://twitter.com/PIBSrinagar/status/2000172886347428262
#news_2000172881666609297
#news_2000172881666609297
#news_2000172881666609297
#news_2000172881666609297
#news_2000172881666609297
#news_2000172881666609297
https://twitter.com/PIBSrinagar/status/2000172881666609297
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
#news_2000172873131192351
https://twitter.com/PIBSrinagar/status/2000172873131192351
#news_1999460224655352014
#news_1999460224655352014
#news_1999460224655352014
https://twitter.com/PIBKohima/status/1999460224655352014
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
#news_2000811291833946281
https://twitter.com/PIBBengaluru/status/2000811291833946281

Downloaded from

SAMV:D 2.0

24

25

26

27

Headline

Waste Management Innovations in Himalayan
StatesAs the first light of the day touches the
Himalayan ranges, life begins quietly across the
majestic mountains. In hill towns, sanitation
workers navigate narrow pathways to collect
household waste. On school campuses, students
segregate waste as part of routine practice, while
at pilgrimage sites, visitors use designated
collection points. These everyday actions reflect a
growing emphasis on organised waste
management in the Himalayan region, which is
further shaped by high-altitude settlements,
difficult terrain, climatic variability, and limited land
availability.Seasonal tourism and pilgrimage
activities add to these operational demands,
requiring locally adapted and decentralised
solutions. Recognising these conditions,
governments at all levels have strengthened
waste management efforts under Swachh Bharat
Mission—-Urban 2.0, with a focus on source
segregation, scientific waste management, and
remediation of legacy dumpsites and active
citizen and institutional participation.Read here:
https://t.co/fdmZThicRV

Swachh Lakhimpur showcases how scientific
waste management, legacy waste remediation,
and integrated processing facilities can drive
ecological restoration and sustainable urban
development in Assam.#CleanHillCities https://
t.co/DSiesz2g9f

1 Day to Go! MoHUA will host the
#CleanHillCitieslInitiative, bringing together 13
Himalayan &amp; NE States to shape a waste
management strategy for high-footfall hill towns.
Chaired by Secy, MoHUA Sh. S. Katikithala, it will
highlight key challenges and replicable solutions.

SWACHHATA IN UTTARAKHANDLegacy Waste
RemediationDoor-to-Door CollectionSolid Waste
Processing https://t.co/FWal8bzOwo
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When Women Lead Sustainability Thrives!

What happens when women take the lead in sustainability. Across India,
women are driving powerful grassroots solutions turning waste into
opportunity, building circular economies, and strengthening
communities. From RRR centres to SHGs transforming livelihoods,
women-led action is shaping a cleaner India.

#SwachhBharat
#NewlIndia
#SwachhBharateAbhiyan
@MoHUA India
@swachhbharat
@SwachhBharatGov
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MyGovindia @ omygovindia - 2h (2 =
Tezpur Women Champion Circular Living!

Tezpur Mahila Samitl, in partnership with the Municipal Board, transformed
a 100-year-old institution into a permanent Reduce—Reuse—Recycle (RRR)
Centre. Accepting clothes, books, toys, footwear, and essentials, the centre
has received 4,000+ donations and responsibly redistributed over 3,000
items.
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MyGovindia € @mygovindia - 2h =¥ me
Mountain Women Driving Sustainable Change!

Across india’s hill regions, women are leading waste-to-wealth initiatives.
In Bageshwar, Sakhi SHG grew from 18 1o 47 women, improving waste
collection. In Shillong, Merry Maidens turned landfill work into sustainable
livelihoods. In Lamlai, women SHGS built a circular economy by converting
plastic waste into durable tiles.

wWomen Transforming the

MOUNTAINS

SHILLONG
Marry Maidens turned

M LA

amen SHGE b

o 886 .|

[+

tps://x.com/mygovindia/status/2000785637482619248?s=20
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° DD News £ @DDNewslive - Dec 13 & e
#loshimath, #Uttarakhand, tackles seasonal waste through a community-
led Material Recovery Facility (MRF) set up in 2010.

Since December 2022, it has processed over 1.3 million kg of incrganic
waste, generated 71 crore in revenue, improved sanitation workers’
livelihoods,

Show more
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DD News & @DDNewslive - Dec 13 [ BEE

#Rudrapur, #Uttarakhand, has transformed a long-standing dumpsite into
a green space under Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0.

The city. along with Mussoorie, is adopting waste-to-energy systems that
convert waste into clean energy and organic fertilizer, showcasing a
sustainable

Show more
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https://x.com/DDNewslive/status/1999847321740472386?s=20

https://x.com/DDNewslive/status/1999846134827671554?s=20
https://x.com/DDNewslive/status/1999852425222533282?s=20

https://x.com/DDNewslive/status/1999845185883414752?s=20

DD News & @DDNewslive - Dec13 -
#Kirtinagar, #Uttarakhand, has set a benchmark with its Waste Processing
Facility, operational since January 2023, handling five tons of solid waste
daily. Designed for steep terrain and wildlife areas, the facility uses
composting pits and a Material Recovery Facility. The

Show more

Q1 13 Q8 i 5.4K Ha
o DD News & @DDNewslive - Dec 13 -
#WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory of Ladakh, is adopting

innovative selutions to tackle waste management challengesin itsharsh,
high-altitude terrain. In 2020, a sclar-powered solid waste processing
plant with a capacity of 30 tonnes per day was launched, aiming

Show more
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=5 Eco Network Manipur: A Community-Driven Model for Waste Management

Take a glance at the powerful success story of sustainability and
community action!

& #Manipur has been strengthening sustainable waste management
through decentralised systems. community- led segregation.
Show more

From River Cleavup
o to Waste-to-Wealth

Q 1145 a7 il 3K (|

[+

ﬁb PIB India € @PIR_Tndia - Dec 14 & -
=5 Transforming #WasteManagement in Hilly Areas!

Jirlbam Leads the Way: Transforming Freezers and Glass Bottles ino
Sustainable Solutions

Take a glance at another powerful success story of sustainability and
community action!

=+ Jiribam Municipal Council in #Manipur has
Show more

Jiribam Leads the Way:
Transforming Freezers and
Glass into i
Solutions

-
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PIB India & @PIB India - 22h (& o
Where Waste Finds Purpose: Lessons from #Northeast India

[} North Lakhimpur in #Assam has become a standout example of
scientific waste management under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0,
turning decades of environmental neglect into a model of urban renewal

[} The North Lakhimpur Municipal Board cleared 79,000 metric tonnes
(MT) of legacy waste from the Chandmari dumpsite. The intervention freed
16 bighas of land, with another 10 bighas now set to be transformed into an
Urban Forest and Urban Retreat Zone

[y} #Aizaw! has sharpened its sanitation drive with a creative, people-
powered push: the Adopt-a-Dusthin Scheme. Launched on 5 June 2025,
World Environment Day, the initiative forms a key part of the city’s
Comprehensive Plan for Municipal Solid Waste Management

[y} Theidea is simple but powerful: residents, shop owners, institutions,
NGOs, youth groups, and community bodies “adopt” public dustbins
placed across the city, taking responsibility for keeping the bins and their
surroundings clean until municipal teams collect the waste

Read here: pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa..

#SwachhBharatAbhiyan #CleanHillCities

(1/2)
(o 12 Q35 ih 2.4K [
PIB india @ @PIB India - 22h 6 T

-} [J Roing, in #ArunachalPradesh’s Lower #Dibangvalley, has tumeda
mounting waste crisis into a community-led success story. In 2022, the
Roing Municipal Council partnered with local Self-Help Group (SHG) Green
Roing tolaunch a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model - based

Show more
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In Assam's Tezpur, women-led community partnerships are redefining
waste reduction through a permanent RRR (Reduce, Recycle and Reuse}

Centre that combines sustainability, dignity., and social care.

#CleanHNICltles

s - ¥ Assam
b it

Tezpur’'s RRR™ Revolution
A Community-Powered Success

THE PERMANENT
RRR CENTRE

THE URBAN
CHALLENGE THE
COLLABORATIVE

SOLUTION

A Powerful
Partnership
is Formed

Launched in Feb 2024,
it accnms used clothes,
books, toys, and
household items.
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From waste to waorth - Manipur's Jiribam reimagines freezers and glass
bottles as practical solutions for a cleaner, more inclusive town.
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Jiribam's Waste Innovation
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Ministry of Information and Broadcasting & @N1E_India - 23h
Swachh Lakhimpur showcases how scientific waste management, legacy

5=

waste remediation, and integrated processing facilities can drive ecological

restoration and sustainable urban development in Assam.

#CleanHillCities

B
Lakhimpur's Green Transformation
A Waste Management Success Story

THE CHALLEMGE!
A
EMVIRONMENTAL BURDEN

THE SOLUTION:

Swachh Bharat Mission - Grameen and Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs

Q2 1119

O oan

2] oes

i 32k (8 [

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting £ @MIEB India - 20h & It
In Dibrugarh, the Tea City of India, the permanent RRR (Reduce, Recycle
and Reuse) Centre is reshaping waste management by promoting reuse,
inclusion, and shared responsibility.
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs @\MoHUA India - Dec13
' Nagaland's iconic Hornbill Festival has become a national medel —showing
how large celebrations can be both vibrant and environmentally

responsible.

How was this achieved?

Read the thread H_
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SABB drive

The Ministry of Housing and
Uirbany Affes reported that Na-
galand stood out among nonh
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i in
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Traitied volunteers guided
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs @voHUA India - 22h
Where Waste Finds Purpose: Lessons from Northeast India

Nearly 5,000 participants
toak part in 60 cleanliness
elrives, 0 rainwater harvesting
Inigiatives, and 30 monsoar
related awareness campaigns,
sigedficanty Ly ing drln-
e waste mandgement sod
hyglene measures across the
st
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High in the hills and valleys of Northeast India, where rivers carve thelrown

stories and forests breathe with ancient rhythm, a quiet revolution is

unfalding.

Read more: pib.govin/FeaturesDeatil..

MOUNTAING OF CHANGE:
TRANSFORMING WASTE

MANAGEMENT IN HILLY ARE
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs @McHUA India - Dec 14 3 o
Who are Shillong’s Merry Maidens pioneering a transformative approach to

waste management? & 4 #CleanHiliCities

Read the threadH_
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@5 PIB in West Bengal £ @PIBKolkata - 1h O o @‘5 PIB in Nagaland % @PIEKohima - 1h cf -
“=# Bxtensive #Swachhata activities undertaken in #NorthBengal under the “=# Swachh Lakhimpur showcases how scientific waste management, legacy

aegls of @MoHUA waste remediation, and integrated processing facilities can drive ecological
#CleanHillCities restoration and sustainable urban development in Assam.
@swachhBharatGov

#CleanHillCities

= R .

Lakhimpur's Green Transiormation

A Waste Management Success Story

THE CHALLENGE: THE SOLUTION:
A LKOYEAR TION &
ENVIRONMEMTAL BURDEN MODERNIZATION

Swachhata in Himalayan Hill Cities*

Cities :'-:'-s-muu Jeghlights
— — —
Darjesling N *98% door to door collection
Kurseonyg 7
Kellmposg 5 15 Lakh MT Legacy Waste in Siliguri, 268% remediated
Mirik & el
Sikguri 7

Swachhata Budget under SBM-U 2.0

Mission Allacation Projects worth
16X T1649.30 Cr 73536.85 Cr underway

Manohar Laland & others

Ministry of Infermation and Broadcasting and 2 others

o i} Q ihi 19 Ha
© & < it 14 Ha
@ PIB in Manipur £ @PIEImphal - (5h e @]5 P18 in Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh
Swachh Lakhimpur exemplifies how scientific waste management, legacy -'—1 @PIBSrinagar

waste remediation, and integrated processing facllities can transform cities
—driving ecological restoration and sustainable urban grawth in Assam. #WATCH | Leh, the capital of the Union Territory of Ladakh, is adopting
#CleanHillCities innovative solutions to tackle waste management challenges inits
harsh, high-altitude terrain.
o= @MoHUA India

Lakhimpur's Green Transformation jakh #WasteManagement #5SwachhBharatAbhlyaan

A Waste Management Success Story

#SustainableDevelopment
THE 3 THE SOLUTION:
A L0-Y

ENVIRONMENTAL DURDEN

Swachh Lakhimpur showcases how scientfic waste
management, legacy waste remediation, and
integrated processing facilities can drive ecological From DD News @
restoration and sustainable urban development in
ASSEM....
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i Swachh Bharat Urkan A - o Swachh Bharat Urban (e

@SwachhBharatGov o @SwachhBharatGov
From Roing's community-driven waste managament in Less than an hour to go

#ArunachalPradesh, to #Tripura’s efforts safeguarding water bodies,
and #Magaland’s zero-plastic #HormbillFestival, these initiatives show
how local action and innavation are making a waste-free living possiblel!
#CleanHillCities

MoHUA is all set to host the Preparatory Workshop on the Clean
Himalayan Hill Cities Initiative, chaired by Secretary, MoHUA Sh. 5.A

Katikithala.
5 PIB India € @PTETndla - 19h
Replying to@RIE India a8 Himalayan Hill States come together to shape smarter interventions
[4l Roing, in #ArunachalPradesh’s Lower #DibangValley, has turned a A management. #CleanHillCitiss

mounting waste crisis into a community-led success story. In 2022, the Roing
Municipal Council partnered with loczl Self-Help Group (SHG) Green Roing to
launch a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model - based

Show more

PREPARATORY WORKSHOP FOR

L Vigyan Bhawan, Hew Dalhi
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& Ministry of Housing and Urban Affalrs and 5 others
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B = .. Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharaiGov - 1h B s
#CleanHllICities Setting the tone for the Preparatory Workshap on the Clean Himalayan Hill
% PIE India @& @PIE India - 20h Cities [nitiative, Shri 5. Srinivas Katikithala, Secretary, MoHUA, focused on
Egghichundaivpie A Cabimunie Disen Model Ior Wents Manse e the challendes of these difficult tenains, ecalogically sensitive hill cities
Take a glance at the powerful success story of sustainability and community and hOWUmaniz&ﬁGn ES impacting them.
action!

Show more

From River Cleanup
to llaste-to-ldealth

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs anc & others

oF oy Qs i e W4

11:58 Al - Dec 16, 2025 - 89 Views

https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/20007792062136893872s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000815171380576527?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000805454767906920?s=20



https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000523014325117128?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000779206213689387?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000815171380576527?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000805454767906920?s=20

P Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharatGov - 51m (o

o Sachh Ao @sachhiaratcoy - 1h g - Highlighting the Initiative, the MoHUA, Secretary said the workshop

-Emph_asz_lng iy o to_“ffsm_m these_ b} CITIE‘S, Secretar}_,r MOHUA’ said, enables Himalayan States to learn, identify gaps, co-create solutions and
Tourism is an economic engine, but it also brings a multiplier effecton

Pt ; align with national missions. He reiterated "Attaining Swabhav Swachhata,
waste, water, and sewage loads. Localization is an ideal solution to thesa % o 5 i
tough challenges” Sanskaar Swachhata is the larger vision of behaviour change!
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https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/20008059878220024012s=20

P Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharatGov - 1h (A =
. Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharatGov - 1h {4 o “" Mountains of Change is a .curated comp.endium shc.:wcasing [n.nmr.ativ‘e
= Secretary, MoHUA Sh. S. Katikithala launched Key Knowledge Products wastemanagement prachioes; om 13 Himalayen Hill States, highlighiling

how hill cities address solid waste and sanitation challenges in fragile,

including Mountains of Change compendium, Advisory on Onsite high-footfall and terrain-constrained regjons.

Sanitation for Colder Regions and Advisory on Promoting Offtake of
Treated Sewage Sludge at the event. #CleanHillCities #SwachhatalnHills

MOUNTAINS OF CHANGE:

TRANSFORMING WASTE MANAGEMENT
IN HILLY AREAS
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-

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and 6 others
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https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000808662739398927?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/20007997192836344712s=20

https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000799722219638997?s=20
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https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000799722219638997?s=20

ey Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharatGov - 1h (A o ittt Sitinat Udhon vt

B MyGov Kannada @MyGovkannada - 21h {5 BIEED
ienr i il i itation i i T AT Bagtsy oee bl 3w, SDR0 A% Semd Fecenieh, Rl
The two at_:lwsunes outhne.pracﬂca! approaches for onsite sanitation in B R Sy Rt S AN, Do i
colder regions and strategies to promote the offtake of treated sewage sosocdatodcdd) st edovssohay, s daiond.

sludge for improved sanitation outcomes.

PROMOTING OFF-TAKE OF TREATED SEWAGE SWIGMl 'ha“l "Mun o lllllll'l 20
SLUDGE ADVISORY ON
PRSI S P OFTIONS FOR ONSITE SANITATION IN COLDER REGIONS
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Solid Waste Management |

= HILL TOWNS ACROSS INDIA ARE
UPGRADING WASTE SYSTEMS

~DOOR-TO-DOOR COLLECTION
EVEN IN STEEP TERRAIN

Daawmbs: F2IY

T p————T o St S goiaty ottt K £
Vel i ising wved U ATy MINISTRY OF HOUSING & URBAN AFFAIRS
—— Goverean o 0o o il a a2 ihi 128 H

e e

Q ! 01 ihi 45 7

https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000799724971155724?s=20
https://x.com/MyGovKannada/status/2000494622343327965?s=20

3 CBC RO Bhopal @CECBhopal - 1h (4 o
; SHG-led vermicomposting in Sivasagar, Assam is transforming urban waste gy Sreachh Bhart lrban @onachhBriamiGey - 30m -
into opportunity - promoting sustainability, strengthening livelihoods, and The first session of the Preparatory Workshop focused on Proven, Practical,

Possible approaches, highlighting effective and replicable models in
Himalayan cities, including community-led waste management,
decentralised sanftation systems, and resource recovery initiatives.

advancing a circular economy.
#CleanHillCities

-t * Assam

From Waste to Weath

Sivasagar’s Commuity Composting Model

Tha Procaess:
Fram Collection
to Campost

Ministry of Houwsing and Urban Affairs and 8 others
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https://x.com/CBCBhopal/status/2000798884029981031?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000827889105953012?s=20
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https://x.com/CBCBhopal/status/2000798884029981031?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000827889105953012?s=20

Swachh Bharat Urban @SwachhBharatGov - 1h &/ T
Setting the context for the Preparatory Workshop on the Clean Himalayan
Hill Cities Initiative, Ms. Roopa Mishra, 15 & MD, MoHUA, highlighted
success stories, impactful journeys and initiatives from the difficult terrains
of the NE, Himalayan and Hill Cities. #CleanHillCities
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EANHIMALAYAN HILLCITIR*

INITIATIVE

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and 9 others
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https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000794392039502066?s=20
https://x.com/SwachhBharatGov/status/2000779206213689387?s=20
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