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BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopts declaration on inclusive, resilient
cities

NEW DELHI: (Jun 12) The two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum
concluded on Friday with the adoption of the 'Urban Ministerial
Declaration', which highlights key priorities shared by member nations
and reaffirms commitment to advancing people-centred urban
development.

Addressing a press conference, Union Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal said that the member nations welcomed India's
proposal for the establishment of a BRICS Urban Research and
Knowledge Network.

This network will be a chair-led, institutionally connected knowledge
mechanism for applied urban research, knowledge sharing and peer-
to-peer learning.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/brics-urbanisation-forum-

adopts-declaration-on-inclusive-resilient-cities/3761098
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The Two-Day Event Of The 13th BRICS Urbanization Forum Concluded In
New Delhi.
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The two-day 13th BRICS Urbanization Forum concluded today in New Delhi. It witnessed fruitful discussions
among BRICS member countries on building inclusive, resilient, sustainable, and people-responsive cities.
Organized by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India’s BRICS chairmanship, the Forum's theme
was "Cities for the People: BRICS Cooperation for an Inclusive and Resilient Urban Future.”

It was attended by delegations from Braozil, Ching, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesig, Iran, Russia, South Africa, and the
United Arab Emirates. Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said that during the forum, delegations
from each country shared their national priorities, policy approaches, and institutional experience in
urbanization management. He said that the delegations highlighted various national plans and policy
approaches. These included programs related to affordable housing, slum improvement, public transport,
climate adaptation, sustainable infrastructure, water security, solid waste management, urban renewal, land
management, municipal reforms, and the use of technology in urban governance.

The Forum adopted the Urban Ministerial Declaration. This Declaration highlights key priorities shared by
Member States and reaffirms their commitment to advancing people-centered urban development. The
Declaration emphasizes the importance of building inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and livable cities, ensuring
equitable access to urban services, especially for marginalized groups.

https://newsonair.gov.in/hi/the-two-day-13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-

concluded-in-new-delhi/
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum Emphasises Creating Inclusive,
Sustainable, Resilient And Liveable Cities

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum emphasized the importance of creating inclusive, sustainable, resilient and

liveable cities to ensure equitable access to urban services particularly for marginalised groups. The two day
meeting concluded today in New Delhi with adoption of the Urban Ministerial Declaration. The declaration
highlights key pricrities shared by member nations and reaffirms commmitment to advancing people-centred
urban development.

The Forum was convened by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, under India’s BRICS Chairship. It was
held on the theme, ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.’

Delegations from Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopiag, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, South Africa and the United Arab
Emirates participated in the Forum. Briefing media in New Delhi, Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar
Lal said that over the course of the forum, each country delegation presented its national priorities, policy
approaches and institutional experience in managing urbanisation. He added that delegations highlighted a
wide range of national initiatives and policy approaches. These included programmes for affordable housing,
slum upgrading, public transport, climate adaptation, sustainable infrastructure, water security, solid waste
management, urban renewal, land management, municipal reform, and the use of technology in urban
governance.

https://newsonair.gov.in/13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-emphasises-

creating-inclusive-sustainable-resilient-and-liveable-cities/
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BRICS nations adopt resolution on people-
centric urban development

The Ministerial declaration adopted on the concluding day of the two-day 13th BRIC|S Urbanisation
Forum highlights key priorities shared by member nations and reaffirms commitment to
advancing people-centred urban development

Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal Khattar at the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum 2026 at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan,
in New Delhion June12,2026. Photo: X/@mlkhattar via ANI

The BRICS nations on Friday (June 12, 2026) adopted a declaration on inclusive, resilient and people-centred
urban development.

The Ministerial declaration adopted on the concluding day of the 13t BRICS Urbanisation Forum in the

national capital, highlights key priorities shared by member nations and reaffirms commitment to advancing
people-centred urban development.

It emphasises the importance of creating inclusive, sustainable, resilient and liveable cities that ensure

equitable access to urban services, particularly for marginalised groups, according to an official statement of
the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.




Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India's BRICS chairship in 2026, the two-day forum
brought together Ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from BRICS member nations
to deliberate on the theme, ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.

The forum also presented a compilation of good practices from BRICS nations, titled ‘Cities for People: Urban
Stories from BRICS Nations'

Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs M.L. Khattar, in his valedictory address, emphasised the value of

the forum as a platform for shared learning and practical cooperation among BRICS member nations.

He called for the discussions held in New Delhi to be carried forward through sustained institutional
engagement, exchange among cities and continued cooperation beyond India’s chairship.

For continued cooperation, the member countries welcomed India's proposal for the establishment of the
‘BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network’, for applied urban research, knowledge sharing, and peer-to-
peer learning.

The Network has been designed as a chairship-led, institutionally connected platform to provide a practical and
sustained mechanism for urban cooperation within BRICS. It will support systematic knowledge-sharing and
mutual learning, while helping bridge the gap between policy and implementation through the exchange of

practical solutions, city-level experiences and operational lessons.

Operating through a virtual, low-cost and flexible model, the Network will be coordinated each year by the lead
institution of the BRICS chair country, with activities and outputs handed over to the next chairship, a senior
official said.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/brics-nations-adopt-resolution-

on-people-centric-urban-development/article71094592.ece
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BRICS nations okay India-proposed knowledge-sharing network on
urbanization

BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network will be a chair-led institutionally connected knowledge mechanism
for research and collaboration between member nations.
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The BRICS member nations have accepted a proposal by India to establish a knowledge-sharing forum
on urbanization, said Union housing and urban affairs minister Manohar Lal in New Delhi on Friday.

Speaking at the conclusion of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum 2026, Manohar Lal said this network—
BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network—uwill be a chair-led institutionally connected
knowledge mechanism for research and collaboration between member nations.

The 13th forum was held under India's BRICS chairship, and the knowledge-sharing network was one
of the key outcomes of the summit underlined in the Urban Ministerial Declaration, according to a
statement by the housing ministry.

The declaration highlighted the priorities of member nations and reaffirmed their commitment to
people-centred urban development, emphasized the creation of resilient cities with equitable access,

recognized the need for further digital innovation in improving governance, and created the
knowledge-sharing network.




“There will be one nodal organization from each member country as a part of this network,” said the
Union minister.

The two-day forum in New Delhi concluded with member nations recognizing the need for stronger
local authorities, the growth in digital innovation in urban governance, and the importance of
sustainable and climate-resilient urban development, the ministry's statement said.

Officials said two plenary sessions were held with member nations to highlight best practices in each
country in the field of urbanization with the goal of making cities more equitable and resilient.

Other initiatives

Among other initiatives, India's 'Swatchh Bharat' initiative was showcased during the discussion, said
the Union minister.

Delegations from Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, South Africa, and the United
Arab Emirates, along with India as host, participated in the summit, the statement added.

Member nations discussed several common issues, such as affordable and adequate housing, access
to basic amenities, climate and disaster resilience, and municipal finance.

This comes at a time when the country is planning to strengthen its urban local bodies in the coming
years, with Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman announcing incentives for urban local bodies
tapping into debt markets for infrastructure financing in her budget speech for FY27 in February this
year.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/brics-nations-india-proposed-

knowledge-sharing-network-on-urbanization-manohar-lal/amp-
11781274550198.html
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BRICS nations adopt urban ministerial
declaration charting people-centric future
for cities

The declaration emerged as the key outcome of the forum, where representatives
from BRICS nations discussed pressing urban challenges and explored collaborative

solutions for the future of rapidly growing cities.
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BUILDING FOR RESILIENCE, INNOVATION,
COOPERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

NEW DELHTI: In a significant step toward strengthening urban cooperation,
member countries at the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopted the
Urban Ministerial Declaration, reaffirming their shared commitment to
building inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and people-centred urban
development.




The declaration emerged as the key outcome of the forum, where
representatives from BRICS nations discussed pressing urban challenges
and explored collaborative solutions for the future of rapidly growing
cities. The member nations emphasized that urban development must
focus on improving the quality of life for citizens while ensuring equitable
access to essential services, particularly for marginalized and vulnerable
communities.

The two-day forum concluded on Friday. The event was convened by the
ministry of housing and urban affairs under India’s BRICS chairship.
Delegations from Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
South America and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) participated in the
Forum, alongside India as the host nation.

While briefing about the outcome, Lal said that at the Forum delegations
highlighted a wide range of national initiatives and policy approaches.
These included programmes for affordable housing, slum upgrading,
public transport, climate adaptation, sustainable infrastructure, municipal
reforms, solid waste management and use of technology in urban
governance.

To take forward the learnings of the Forum, India proposed establishment
of the ‘BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network’, which was
appreciated by the member nations. This Network will be a chair-led
institutionally connected knowledge mechanism for applied urban
research knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning.




“The Network will support systematic knowledge-sharing and mutual
learning, while helping bridge the gap between policy and implementation
through the exchange of practical solutions, city-level experiences and
operational lessons. Operating through a virtual, low-cost and flexible
model, the Network will be coordinated each year by the lead institution of
the BRICS Chair country, with activities and outputs handed over to the
next Chairship,” said Lal.

A major theme of the discussions was climate resilience, which delegates
identified as a critical urban priority. Participants noted that cities are
increasingly facing threats from extreme heat, flooding, water scarcity, air
pollution, coastal risks, and other climate-related hazards. The forum
called for integrating climate considerations into urban planning,
infrastructure development, housing, land use, mobility, and service
delivery systems.

The declaration further recognized the growing importance of strong local
governments, digital innovation, and citizen-centred governance in
shaping future cities.

During the forum, member countries also showcased successful urban
initiatives through a publication titled “Cities for People: Urban Stories
from BRICS Nations,” which compiles best practices and innovative
approaches adopted across BRICS cities.

The outcomes of the two-day Forum will contribute to a shared roadmap
for BRICS nations to build cities that are inclusive, resilient, sustainable
and well governed, added Lal.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/india/2026/Jun/12/brics-nations-
adopt-urban-ministerial-declaration-charting-people-centric-future-for-

cities
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BRICS adopts Delhi Declaration on cities,
backs India-led urban knowledge network

The declaration is adopted at the conclusion of the two-day 13th BRICS Urbanisation
Forum in New Delhi, held under India's BRICS Chair ship
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Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal addresses during Valedictory Press Conference of
BRICS Urbanization Forum 2026, at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

BRICS nations on Friday adopted the 'Delhi Declaration’ on inclusive and resilient
urban development, marking a collective commitment to build people-centred
cities while backing an India-led initiative to create a permanent platform for
urban cooperation across the grouping.




The declaration was adopted at the conclusion of the two-day 13th BRICS
Urbanisation Forum in New Delhi, held under India's BRICS Chair ship. Ministers,
senior officials and urban experts from member countries participated in
discussions on the future of cities at a time when rapid urban growth, climate
pressures and infrastructure demands are reshaping urban landscapes across

the developing world.

A key outcome of the forum was support for India's proposal to establish the
BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network, a platform intended to promote
applied urban research, knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning among
member nations. The proposed mechanism is expected to function through a
virtual model and will be coordinated annually by the lead institution of the BRICS

Chair country.

The declaration reaffirms the commitment of BRICS countries to creating
inclusive, sustainable, resilient and liveable cities while improving access to
housing, mobility, urban services and infrastructure, particularly for vulnerable
communities. It also underscores the importance of strengthening institutions,
encouraging innovation and improving the capacity of cities to respond to
emerging challenges.

Throughout the forum, delegates exchanged experiences on urban governance,
climate-resilient infrastructure, municipal capacity building and the use of
technology to improve service delivery. Discussions also focused on scaling
successful local innovations and adapting them to different urban contexts
across BRICS nations.




Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said the gathering
provided an opportunity to place urban issues more firmly within the global
development discourse. He highlighted inclusive development, resilient
infrastructure, stronger institutions and digital innovation as central pillars of

India's urban transformation agenda.

The forum also showcased urban best practices from India and other BRICS
countries and released compilations documenting successful initiatives in urban
development. Officials said the deliberations and the declaration together
provide a framework for deeper cooperation as member nations seek to make

their cities more inclusive, sustainable and better governed.

With the adoption of the declaration and support for a dedicated knowledge
network, the New Delhi meeting sought to move urban cooperation within BRICS
beyond dialogue and towards a more structured mechanism for sharing
solutions, experiences and policy approaches among some of the world's fastest

urbanising economies.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/topic/inclusivecities
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BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopts declaration on
inclusive, resilient cities

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI) The two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded on Friday
with the adoption of the ‘Urban Ministerial Declaration’, which highlights key priorities
shared by member nations and reaffirms commitment to advancing people-centred

urban development.

Addressing a press conference, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal
said that the member nations welcomed India’s proposal for the establishment of a
BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network.

This network will be a chair-led, institutionally connected knowledge mechanism for

applied urban research, knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under India’s
BRICS Chairship, the forum was attended by ministers, senior government officials and
urban practitioners from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates.

The ‘Urban Ministerial Declaration’ emphasises the importance of creating inclusive,
sustainable, resilient and liveable cities that ensure equitable access to urban services,

particularly for marginalised groups.

Lal said the member nations also recognised the need for stronger local authorities and
organisations, and the growing role of digital innovation in improving governance,
planning and citizen-centred services.




According to the MoHUA, the declaration also emphasised the importance of promoting
environmentally sustainable and climate-resilient urban development.

The ministry said that the forum concluded with a shared understanding that the future
of BRICS cooperation will be shaped in significant measure by how member countries
work together to build cities that are inclusive, resilient, sustainable and prepared for the
future.

The forum focused on the theme — ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive
and Resilient Urban Futures’.

The two-day discussions showed that BRICS countries are experimenting with different
models, but are often responding to similar pressures — rapid urban growth,
infrastructure deficits, fiscal constraints, climate risks, and the need to make cities more
liveable and equitable. PTI BUN DIV DIV

https://theprint.in/india/brics-urbanisation-forum-adopts-declaration-on-

inclusive-resilient-cities/2958622/
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BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopts declaration on inclusive
and resilient urban growth

New Delhi, June 12 (IANS) The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded on Friday at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan
here with the adoption of the ministerial declaration on inclusive, resilient and people-centred urban
development.

The declaration highlights key priorities shared by member nations and emphasises the importance of creating
inclusive, sustainable, resilient and liveable cities that ensure equitable access to urban services, particularly for
marginalised groups, according to an official statement.

The outcomes of the two-day forum are expected to contribute to a shared roadmap for BRICS nations to build
cities that are inclusive, resilient, sustainable and well governed.

To take forward the learning of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, and for continued cooperation, the member nations
welcomed India's proposal for the establishment of the 'BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network', for

applied urban research, knowledge sharing, and peer-to-peer learning.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India's BRICS Chairship in 2026, the two-day forum
brought together Ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from BRICS member nations to
deliberate on the theme, 'Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures'.

The Forum was formally inaugurated by Manohar Lal, Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs.




In his inaugural address, the Union Minister said that the forum was an opportunity to bring the urban agenda
more firmly into the global development discourse, and highlighted inclusive urban development, climate- and
disaster-resilient infrastructure, strengthened institutions and digital innovation as key anchors of India's urban
development approach.

Union Minister Manohar Lal also released 'India’s Urban Transformation: Stories of Change), a publication
presenting select urban practices from India's states and Union Territories across the four priority areas of the
forum.

The inaugural session was followed by a high-level plenary chaired by the Minister, where participating countries
shared national experiences, priorities and aspirations for the urban future through their country statements.

Delegations also undertook a curated field visit to select urban interventions in and around New Delhi, including
the New Parliament Complex and the India Gate—Kartavya Path precinct, before the day concluded with a cultural
programme.

On the sidelines, bilateral meetings were held, including between India and Russia, India and Tran, Iran and Russia,
Iran and China, and Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

The second day of the forum featured two high-level panel discussions on inclusive and resilient urban
development, strengthening urban institutions, and scaling innovations for people-centred cities.

The first panel discussion, 'Building Inclusive Pathways for Resilient and Equitable Cities', was moderated by Roopa
Mishra, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs' International Cooperation Joint Secretary.

Representatives of BRICS member nations discussed approaches to ensuring that urban growth improves access to
housing, mobility, basic services, livelihoods and public spaces, particularly for vulnerable and underserved
communities.

The second panel discussion, 'Strengthening Institutions and Scaling Innovations for People-centred Cities', was
moderated by Shalabh Goel, National Capital Region Transport Corporation Managing Director.

Representatives of BRICS member nations exchanged experiences on strengthening urban institutions, building
municipal capacity, improving coordination across levels of government, and using technology and data to
enhance service delivery.

The session also considered how successful local innovations could be adapted and scaled across different urban
contexts.

The forum also presented a compilation of good practices from BRICS nations, titled 'Cities for People: Urban
Stories from BRICS Nations'.

https://ianslive.in/brics-urbanisation-forum-adopts-declaration-on-
inclusive-and-resilient-urban-growth--20260612205103
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BRICS nations back inclusive & resilient urban
development

NEW DELHI: The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded in New Delhi with the adoption of a
Ministerial Declaration reaffirming the bloc’s commitment to inclusive, resilient and people-centric
urban development.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India’s BRICS chairship in 2026, the two-
day forum brought together ministers, senior government officials, urban planners and experts from
BRICS member countries. The event was organised around the theme, “Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.” Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs
Manohar Lal inaugurated the forum, highlighting the importance of strengthening cooperation among
BRICS nations to address common urban challenges. Discussions focused on key areas such as
inclusive growth, climate-resilient cities, institutional capacity building, sustainable urban governance
and the use of digital technologies to improve urban living.

The forum marked the fourth time India hosted the BRICS Urbanisation Forum.

During the inaugural session, Manohar Lal released a publication titled “India’s Urban Transformation:
Stories of Change.” The book showcases successful urban development initiatives from various States
and Union Territories, highlighting achievements across the forum’s four priority areas. The publication
presents case studies documenting transformative changes in urban governance, infrastructure and
service delivery. Senior-level deliberations featured presentations by participating countries on their
urban development experiences, policy innovations and future strategies. Delegates also visited key
urban infrastructure projects in the national capital, including the new Parliament building and the
redeveloped Kartavya Path precinct. On the sidelines of the forum, several bilateral meetings were held
among participating nations, including discussions between India and Russia, India and Iran, as well as
interactions involving delegates from Iran, China, Russia and the UAE.

A key outcome of the forum was the endorsement of India’s proposal to establish the “BRICS Urban
Research and Knowledge Network.” The proposed platform aims to facilitate research collaboration,
knowledge-sharing and capacity-building among member countries, fostering cooperation on
sustainable urban development.

https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/european-weapons-used-against-
india-for-yvears-664066
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BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopts
declaration on inclusive, resilient
cities

The forum was attended by ministers, senior government officials and

urban practitioners from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South
Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the UAE.

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal. Credit: X/@mlkhattar

New Delhi: The two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded on Friday with the
adoption of the 'Urban Ministerial Declaration’, which highlights key priorities shared by
member nations and reaffirms commitment to advancing people-centred urban
development.

Addressing a press conference, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal
said that the member nations welcomed India's proposal for the establishment of a
BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network.




This network will be a chair-led, institutionally connected knowledge mechanism for
applied urban research, knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under India's
BRICS Chairship, the forum was attended by ministers, senior government officials and
urban practitioners from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Eqypt,
Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates.

The 'Urban Ministerial Declaration' emphasises the importance of creating inclusive,
sustainable, resilient and liveable cities that ensure equitable access to urban services,
particularly for marginalised groups.

Lal said the member nations also recognised the need for stronger local authorities and
organisations, and the growing role of digital innovation in improving governance,
planning and citizen-centred services.

According to the MoHUA, the declaration also emphasised the importance of promoting
environmentally sustainable and climate-resilient urban development.

The ministry said that the forum concluded with a shared understanding that the future
of BRICS cooperation will be shaped in significant measure by how member countries
work together to build cities that are inclusive, resilient, sustainable and prepared for the
future.

The forum focused on the theme -- 'Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and
Resilient Urban Futures'.

The two-day discussions showed that BRICS countries are experimenting with different
models, but are often responding to similar pressures -- rapid urban growth,
infrastructure deficits, fiscal constraints, climate risks, and the need to make cities more
liveable and equitable.

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/brics-urbanisation-forum-adopts-
declaration-on-inclusive-resilient-cities-4037451
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Planning of cities must be people-centric, says Manohar Lal as Brics forum adopts urban pact
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NEW DELHI: Planning of cities and towns must be people-centric and responsive to citizens’ needs, housing and urban affairs minister Manohar Lal said
Friday as Brics nations adopted an Urban Ministerial Declaration committing to inclusive development, particularly for vulnerable and marginalised groups.

The declaration, adopted at the conclusion of the two-day Brics Urbanisation Forum, themed ‘Cities for People’, emphasised the need to create liveable
cities that ensure equitable access to housing, infrastructure and urban services.

Addressing a press conference, Lal said that urbanisation was a common challenge facing all Brics countries. While only about 35% of India’s population

currently lives in urban areas, UN projections indicate the country’s urbanisation level could exceed 70% in the coming decades, making sustainable city
planning a critical priority.

“Planning should be such that it's acceptable to people,” Lal said, in response to a question.

The declaration also highlighted the need to strengthen local govts and institutions, promote climate-resilient urban development, and leverage digital
technologies to improve governance, planning and citizen-centric services.

Hosted by housing and urban affairs ministry under India’'s Brcis chairship, the forum brought together ministers, senior officials and urban experts from
member nations.




Officials said the discussions reflected common challenges faced by Brics nations, including rapid urban growth, infrastructure gaps, fiscal constraints,
climate risks and the need to make cities more liveable and equitable.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/planning-of-cities-must-be-

people-centric-says-manohar-lal-as-brics-forum-adopts-urban-
pact/amp_articleshow/131690605.cms
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Planning of cities should be for the people:
Minister Manohar Lal

Addressing a press conference, the Minister said the BRICS countries had accepted India’s proposal to set up a BRICS Urban
Research and Knowledge Network.

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal

The BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded in Delhi on Friday, with the adoption of a
declaration on inclusive, sustainable and liveable cities, Housing and Urban Affairs Minister

Manohar Lal said.

Addressing a press conference, the Minister said the BRICS countries had accepted India’s

proposal to set up a BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network.

Speaking about the deliberations, he said: “Urban development cannot be limited to just
infrastructure, but it starts with our people. The planning of cities should be for the

people.”




Lal said the member nations also recognised the need for stronger local authorities and
organisations, and the growing role of digital innovation in improving governance,

planning and citizen-centred services.

While this was the fourth BRICS Urbanisation Forum hosted by India, it was the first time

that the participants were ministerial-level dignitaries.|

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/planning-of-cities-should-be-for-

the-people-minister-manohar-lal-10737165/
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Manohar Lal along with others at BRICS forum in Delhi.

Urban agenda takes centre
stage as BRICS Forum
opens in Delhi




NEW DELHI, JUN 11 (PTI): A two-day BRICS Urbanisation
Forum commenced here on Thursday, with Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal describing it as a key
platform to place urban development more prominently within
the global development discourse.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) under India’s BRICS Chairship, the forum is being
attended by ministers, senior government officials and urban
practitioners from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China,
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab

Emirates.

The forum focuses on the theme — ‘Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures’.
Addressing the inaugural session, Manohar Lal said the
platform offers an opportunity to bring the urban agenda
more firmly into global development discussions. According
to the government, India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation
Forum for the fourth time, following the editions held in New
Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam in 2016 and virtually in 2021.
The minister said, “Under India’s BRICS Chairship, this
Forum is an opportunity to bring the urban agenda more
firmly into the global development conversation.”

He highlighted the anchors of India’s development story as
inclusive urban development, climate and disaster-resilient
infrastructure, strengthening institutions, and digital

innovation.




Welcoming the delegations, ministry secretary Srinivas
Katikithala set the context for the Forum, saying, “Over the
years, this Forum has enabled member countries to
exchange good practices, deepen mutual understanding of
each other’s systems, and build the trust required for
sustained cooperation.”

The ministry said that on the sidelines of the BRICS
Urbanisation Forum, a bilateral meeting was held between
India and the Russian Federation, co-chaired by Tokhan
Sahu, Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs,
Government of India, and Yury Mutsenek, Deputy Minister of
Construction, Housing and Utilities of the Russian

Federation.

The meeting provided an opportunity for substantive and
forward-looking discussions on enhancing bilateral
cooperation in the field of sustainable urban development.
Both sides reviewed the progress of discussions on the
proposed Memorandum of Understanding on Sustainable
Urban Development and expressed their commitment to
expediting its finalization and conclusion at the earliest.

The deliberations encompassed a broad range of areas of
mutual interest, including urban planning, affordable housing,
municipal infrastructure, sustainable construction
technologies, capacity building, and the exchange of best
practices in urban governance.

Bilateral discussions were also conducted between Iran and
Russia, Iran and China, Russia and the United Arab

Emirates.




The delegations subsequently undertook a curated field to
select urban interventions in and around New Delhi, offering
first-hand exposure to India’s urban transformation, including
the New Parliament Complex and the India Gate—Kartavya

Path precinct, the HUA ministry also said.

https://nagalandpost.com/urban-agenda-takes-centre-stage-as-brics-
forum-opens-in-delhi/
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BRICS Nations Adopt Urban Development Declaration
Under India's Chairship

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal inaugurated the forum and highlighted
the growing importance of urban issues in shaping global development.

: BRICS
URBANISATION FORUM
2026

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded in New Delhi on Thursday with member nations
adopting a Ministerial Declaration that reinforces their commitment to building cities that are
inclusive, resilient and focused on improving the lives of people.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India's BRICS Chairship for 2026,
the two-day gathering brought together ministers, senior officials and urban development
experts from BRICS countries. The discussions centred on the theme, 'Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.’




Focus on Inclusive and Resilient Urban Growth

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal inaugurated the forum and
highlighted the growing importance of urban issues in shaping global development. He
underlined the need for cities that can provide better opportunities for citizens while remaining
prepared for climate-related risks, natural disasters and rapid population growth.

During the opening session, the minister released /ndia’s Urban Transformation: Stories of
Change, a publication showcasing urban development initiatives undertaken by states and
union territories. Representatives from participating countries also shared their priorities and
experiences in managing urbanisation through a high-level plenary session.

Urban Solutions Shared Across BRICS Nations

Delegates visited several landmark projects in and around New Delhi, including the New
Parliament Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, giving participants a closer look
at India's recent urban infrastructure initiatives.

The second day featured discussions on equitable urban development, stronger governance
systems and the role of innovation in improving city life. Officials from BRICS countries
exchanged views on expanding access to housing, mobility, public services, livelihoods and
public spaces, especially for communities that often face barriers in accessing urban
opportunities.

Speaking during one of the sessions, Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala
said the real measure of urban development lies in how effectively cities use resources to
improve people's quality of life. Delegates also discussed ways to combine social inclusion with
climate resilience so that cities can better protect residents and critical infrastructure.

Stronger Institutions Seen as Key to Future Cities

Another panel discussion focused on improving urban governance and strengthening
institutions responsible for managing growing cities. Participants examined how municipal
bodies can build capacity, improve coordination across government levels and make better use
of technology and data-driven decision-making.




Additional Secretary D. Thara noted that innovations create greater impact when institutions
are capable of scaling them across cities and regions. Representatives shared examples of
successful local initiatives and explored ways to adapt those solutions in different urban
environments.

Alongside the main sessions, several bilateral meetings took place between participating
countries, reflecting growing cooperation on urban development and related policy areas.

New BRICS Urban Network Proposed

The major outcome of the forum was support for India‘s proposal to establish the BRICS Urban
Research and Knowledge Network. The proposed platform will encourage applied research,
knowledge exchange and peer learning among member nations while helping bridge the gap
between policy formulation and implementation.

Designed as a virtual and low-cost mechanism, the network will allow cities and institutions
across BRICS countries to share practical experiences, operational lessons and successful urban
solutions. The coordinating responsibility will pass to the lead institution of each BRICS Chair
country annually. The forum also released a compilation titled Cities for People: Urban Stories
from BRICS Nations, highlighting successful urban practices from member countries.

In his closing remarks, Manohar Lal stressed the importance of sustained cooperation among
BRICS nations and called for continued engagement among cities and institutions even after
India's Chairship concludes. The outcomes of the forum are expected to contribute to a shared
roadmap for developing cities that are more inclusive, sustainable, resilient and better
governed.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3934470-brics-nations-

adopt-urban-development-declaration-under-indias-chairship?amp
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BRICS Adopts Declaration on Inclusive
Urban Futures

India’s proposal for BRICS Urban Research Network receives
backing from member nations

« 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concludes in New Delhi

Ministerial Declaration adopted on inclusive and resilient cities

India proposes BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network

« BRICS nations showcase urban success stories and best practices

GG News Bureau
New Delhi, 12th June: The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded in New Delhi on Friday
with member nations adopting a Ministerial Declaration aimed at promoting inclusive,

resilient and people-centred urban development across the BRICS bloc.




Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India’s BRICS Chairship in 2026,
the two-day forum brought together ministers, senior government officials and urban experts
from member countries under the theme, “Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive

and Resilient Urban Futures.”

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal, who inaugurated the forum,
emphasized the need to place urban development more firmly within the global development
agenda. He highlighted inclusive growth, climate-resilient infrastructure, stronger institutions

and digital innovation as key pillars of India’s urban transformation strategy.

During the event, the Minister released a publication titled “India’s Urban Transformation:
Stories of Change,” showcasing successful urban initiatives from states and Union Territories

across the country.

The forum featured high-level discussions on equitable urban growth, resilient infrastructure,
municipal governance and technology-driven service delivery. Delegates exchanged
experiences on improving access to housing, mobility, livelihoods and public services while

addressing challenges posed by climate change and rapid urbanisation.

Representing India, Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala stressed the
importance of efficient and equitable use of resources to improve quality of life in cities.
Additional Secretary D. Thara highlighted the need for strong institutions capable of scaling

successful urban innovations.

A key outcome of the forum was the adoption of the Ministerial Declaration, which reaffirmed
BRICS nations’ commitment to creating inclusive, sustainable, resilient and liveable cities with

equitable access to urban services, particularly for vulnerable and marginalized communities.

The forum also presented a compilation of successful urban initiatives from member countries

titled “Cities for People: Urban Stories from BRICS Nations.”

In a major initiative, BRICS nations welcomed India’s proposal to establish the BRICS Urban
Research and Knowledge Network, a platform designed to promote applied urban research,

knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning among member countries.




The proposed network will operate as a low-cost, virtual and institutionally connected
platform, facilitating the exchange of practical solutions, city-level experiences and
implementation strategies while strengthening cooperation among BRICS nations on urban

development issues.

The forum also witnessed bilateral meetings among participating countries, including
discussions involving India, Russia, Iran, China and the United Arab Emirates on the sidelines

of the event.
In his valedictory address, Manohar Lal called for sustained cooperation beyond India’s BRICS
Chairship and urged member nations to carry forward the spirit of collaboration through

continued institutional engagement and city-to-city partnerships.

The outcomes of the forum are expected to contribute to a shared roadmap for building cities

that are more inclusive, sustainable, resilient and effectively governed across BRICS nations.

https://elobalgovernancenews.com/brics-adopts-declaration-on-

inclusive-urban-futures/
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BRICS Urban Forum Adopts Declaration: Inclusive, Resilient
Cities

BRICS Urbanisation Forum adopts a declaration for inclusive, sustainable, and resilient cities. Member nations commit to
urban development and knowledge sharing.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI) The two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded on Friday with the adoption of
the 'Urban Ministerial Declaration', which highlights key priorities shared by member nations and reaffirms
commitment to advancing people-centred urban development.

Addressing a press conference, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said that the
member nations welcomed India's proposal for the establishment of a BRICS Urban Research and
Knowledge Network.

This network will be a chair-led, institutionally connected knowledge mechanism for applied urban
research, knowledge sharing and peer-to-peer learning.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under India's BRICS Chairship, the
forum was attended by ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from Brazil, Russia,
Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates.

The 'Urban Ministerial Declaration' emphasises the importance of creating inclusive, sustainable, resilient
and liveable cities that ensure equitable access to urban services, particularly for marginalised groups.




Lal said the member nations also recognised the need for stronger local authorities and organisations, and
the growing role of digital innovation in improving governance, planning and citizen-centred services.

According to the MoHUA, the declaration also emphasised the importance of promoting environmentally
sustainable and climate-resilient urban development.

The ministry said that the forum concluded with a shared understanding that the future of BRICS
cooperation will be shaped in significant measure by how member countries work together to build cities
that are inclusive, resilient, sustainable and prepared for the future.

The forum focused on the theme -- 'Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures'.

The two-day discussions showed that BRICS countries are experimenting with different models, but are
often responding to similar pressures -- rapid urban growth, infrastructure deficits, fiscal constraints,
climate risks, and the need to make cities more liveable and equitable.

https://money.rediff.com/news/market/brics-urban-forum-adopts-
declaration-inclusive-resilient-cities/48748020260612
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum Adopts
Declaration for Inclusive and Resilient Cities,
India Proposes New Urban Knowledge
Network

¢ BRICS nations endorse a shared vision for people-centric urban
development as India unveils a proposal for a BRICS Urban
Research and Knowledge Network to strengthen global urban
cooperation




New Delhi: The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded in New Delhi with
member nations ‘adopting a Ministerial Declaration focused on building
inclusive, resilient and people-centred cities. Hosted by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs under India’s BRICS Chairship for 2026, the two-
day event brought together ministers, policymakers and urban experts from
BRICS countries to discuss strategies for creating sustainable urban futures.

Held at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan, the Forum revolved around the theme “Cities
for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.” The
event highlighted the growing importance of cities in addressing challenges
related to climate change, infrastructure, social inclusion and economic
development.

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Shri Manohar Lal, who
inaugurated the Forum, emphasized that urban development must remain
central to global growth discussions. He underlined the significance of
inclusive development, climate-resilient infrastructure, institutional
strengthening and digital innovation in shaping modern cities.




During the inaugural session, the Minister released a publication titled *India’s
Urban Transformation: Stories of Change*, showcasing successful urban
development initiatives undertaken by various states and Union Territories.
Delegates from BRICS nations also shared their national experiences and
future priorities through country statements during a high-level plenary

session.

As part of the programme, international delegates visited several landmark
urban projects in and around New Delhi, including the New Parliament
Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, providing an opportunity
to witness India’s urban transformation efforts firsthand.

The second day featured discussions on urban inclusion, resilience, governance
and innovation. Representatives from BRICS countries exchanged ideas on
improving access to housing, mobility, public services and livelihoods,

particularly for vulnerable communities.




Speaking during one of the sessions, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Shri Srinivas Katikithala highlighted the need for efficient and
equitable use of resources to improve the quality of urban life. Discussions also
focused on integrating climate resilience and disaster preparedness into city
planning.

Another key session examined the role of stronger institutions and scalable
innovations in improving urban governance. Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, Smt D. Thara stressed that lasting urban progress
depends on institutions capable of implementing successful innovations on a
larger scale.

A major outcome of the Forum was the adoption of the Ministerial Declaration,
which reaffirms the commitment of BRICS nations to creating cities that are
inclusive, sustainable, resilient and liveable. The declaration calls for equitable
access to urban services and greater attention to the needs of marginalised
communities.

The Forum also unveiled a compilation of successful urban initiatives from
BRICS countries under the title *Cities for People: Urban Stories from BRICS
Nations*. The publication highlights practical solutions and development
models that can inspire future urban policies across member nations.

One of the most significant announcements during the Forum was India’s
proposal to establish the **BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network™*.
The proposal received support from participating nations and is expected to
create a platform for applied research, knowledge exchange and peer learning
among urban institutions across BRICS countries.

The proposed network aims to bridge the gap between policy formulation and
on-ground implementation by facilitating the exchange of practical urban
solutions, city-level experiences and operational insights. Designed as a
flexible and cost-effective virtual platform, it will operate under the leadership
of the BRICS Chair country each year.




In his closing re111arﬂ<s, Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal described the Forum
as an important platform for collaborative learning and practical cooperation.
He urged member nations to continue strengthening urban partnerships and

institutional engagement beyond India’s BRICS Chairship.

The outcomes of the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum are expected to
contribute to a shared roadmap that will help BRICS nations build cities that
are more inclusive, resilient, sustainable and better governed in the years
ahead

https://businessdunia.in/13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-concludes-with-
adoption-of-declaration-on-inclusive-and-resilient-urban-futures/
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Planning of cities
should be for the
people: Minister

Express News Service
New Delhi, Junei2

THE BRICS Urbanisation
Forum concluded in Delhi on
Friday, with the adoption of a
declaration on inclusive, sus-
tainable and liveable cities,
Housing and Urban Affairs Min-
ister Manohar Lal said.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Minister said the
BRICS countries had accepted
India’s proposal to set up a
BRICS Urban Research and
Knowledge Network.

Speaking about the deliber-
ations, he said: “Urban develop-
ment cannot be limited to just
infrastructure, but it starts with
our people. The planning of
cities should be forthe people.”

Lalsaid the membernations
also recognised the need for
stronger local authoritiesand or-
ganisations, and the growing
role of digital innovation in im-
proving governance, planning
and citizen-centred services.

While this was the fourth
BRICS Urbanisation Forum
hosted by India, it was the first
time that the participants were
ministerial-level dignitaries.




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

The Indian Express 13/06/2026 Kolkata
Page No: CCM:
8 40.23

‘City planning should be for people’

New Delhi: The BRICS Urban- Speaking about the deliber-
isation Forum concluded in  ations, Lal told mediapersons:
Delhi on Friday, with theadop- “Urbandevelopment cannotbe
tion of adeclaration oninclus- limited tojust infrastructure,
ive, sustainable and liveable butitstartswithour people. The
cities, Housing and Urban Af-  planning of cities should be for
fairsMinister ManoharLalsaid. thepeople.” ENS
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BRICS backs people-centric,
inclusive urban development

The BRICS nations on Friday adopted a
declaration on inclusive, resilient and
people-centred urban development. The
Ministerial declaration adopted on the
concluding day of the 13" BRICS Urbanisation
Forum in the national capital, highlights key
priorities shared by member nations and
reaffirms commitment to advancing
people-centred urban development. It
emphasises the importance of creating inclusive,
sustainable, resilient and liveable cities that
ensure equitable access to urban services,
particularly for marginalised groups, according
to an official statement of the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs.




Edition:
Delhi

Publication Date:
13/06/2026

Publication Name:
The Millennium Post

| S ¥aTr st
PRESS INFORMATION BUREAUJ

ELCREEIN

Page No: CCM:
6 222.54

BRICS nations back
inclusive & resilient
urban development

13th Urbanisation Forum concludes

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The 13th BRICS
Urbanisation Forum con-
cluded in New Delhi with the
adoption of a Ministerial Dec-
laration reaffirming the bloc’s
commitment to inclusive, resil-
ient and people-centric urban
development.

Hosted by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
under India’s BRICS chairship
in 2026, the two-day forum
brought together ministers,
senior government officials,
urban planners and experts
from BRICS member coun-
tries. The event was organised
around the theme, “Cities for
People: BRICS Cooperation for
Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures” Union Minister for
Housing and Urban Affairs
Manohar Lal inaugurated the
forum, highlighting the impor-
tance of strengthening cooper-
ation among BRICS nations to
address common urban chal-
lenges. Discussions focused
on key areas such as inclusive
growth, climate-resilient cities,
institutional capacity building,
sustainable urban governance
and the use of digital technol-
ogies to improve urban living.

The forum marked the
fourth time India hosted the
BRICS Urbanisation Forum.

During the inaugural ses-
sion, Manohar Lal released
a publication titled “India’s
Urban Transformation: Sto-

ries of Change” The book
showcases successful urban
development initiatives from
various States and Union Ter-
ritories, highlighting achieve-
ments across the forum’s
four priority areas. The pub-
lication presents case studies
documenting transformative
changes in urban governance,
infrastructure and service
delivery. Senior-level deliber-
ations featured presentations
by participating countries on
their urban development expe-
riences, policy innovations and
future strategies. Delegates also
visited key urban infrastruc-
ture projects in the national
capital, including the new
Parliament building and the
redeveloped Kartavya Path
precinct. On the sidelines of
the forum, several bilateral
meetings were held among
participating nations, includ-
ing discussions between India
and Russia, India and Iran, as
well as interactions involving
delegates from Iran, China,
Russia and the UAE.

A key outcome of the
forum was the endorsement
of Indias proposal to establish
the “BRICS Urban Research
and Knowledge Network”
The proposed platform aims
to facilitate research collabo-
ration, knowledge-sharing
and capacity-building among
member countries, fostering
cooperation on sustainable
urban development.
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India's Urban Vision from BRICS
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Digital innovations for urban development to be shared among member nations:
Manohar Lal
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Research Network Forum will tackle urban challenges: Manohar Lal
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BRICS Urban Research and Knowledge Network to be formed, discussion on linking
climate change and disaster management with urban planning, agreement on inclusive

and resilient cities in BRICS Urbanization Forum
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Union Minister of State Tokhan Sahu Participated in the 13th BRICS Urbanization

Forum; Important Discussion on Giving New Direction to Urban Development

Cooperation with Russia
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Research Network Forum will tackle urban challenges: Manohar Lal
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-
BRICS Group Saw the Grandeur of Mandu: Guests Said 'This is Real World
Architecture'’; Municipal Corporation Built BRICS Garden in Meghdoot Garden
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BRICS countries adopted 'New Delhi Declaration', agreement reached on building
inclusive and strong cities
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Delhi: Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar says, "As we know, today in
New Delhi, the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded. Over the past
two days, all 10 BRICS member countries participated in the forum. The
10 member countries are India, Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Iran, Russia, South Africa, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)..."
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The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum concluded on Friday at Sushma
Swaraj Bhavan here with the adoption of the ministerial declaration on
inclusive, resilient and people-centred urban development.
#OmmcomNews

§ BRICS Urbanisation Forum Adopts Declaration On Inclusive And Resilient Urban Growt...

From ommcomnews.com
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BRICS adopts Delhi Declaration on cities, backs India-led urban
knowledge network

The declaration is adopted at the conclusion of the 2-day 13th BRICS
Urbanisation Forum in New Delhi, held under India's BRICS Chair ship

@khabreelaa reports
tribuneindia.com/news/india/bri... @anshumalini3
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Khattar Delivers Address at BRICS Urbanisation Forum 2026

Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar delivered the Valedictory Address at
the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum 2026 in New Delhi, following
adoption of the first-ever BRICS Urban Ministerial Declarati...

nationpress.com/national/khatt...
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The BRICS member nations have accepted a proposal by India to
establish a knowledge-sharing forum on urbanization, said Union
housing and urban affairs minister Manohar Lal in New Delhi on Friday.

BRICS nations okay India-proposed knowledge-sharing network on urbanization | Tod...
v . v > o 3 - :

From livemint.com
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India Hosts 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum, Focuses On Resilient Cities

oy
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BRICS unaA&ISAnon FORUM

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced in New Delhi on Thursday under India’s BRICS
Chairship, bringing together ministers, senior government officials and urban development experts
from BRICS member countries to discuss strategies for building inclusive, sustainable and resilient
cities.

The two-day forum, hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan,
is being attended by representatives from Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, the United Arab Emirates and Indonesia.

Inaugurating the forum, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said the platform
offers an opportunity to place urban development more firmly within the global development
agenda. The forum is being held under the theme “Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for
Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.”




Highlighting India’s urban development priorities, the minister said inclusive urbanisation, climate-
and disaster-resilient infrastructure, stronger institutions and digital innovation remain key pillars of
the country’s development journey.

India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following previous editions in New
Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam in 2016 and a virtual edition in 2021.

Welcoming the participating delegations, Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala
said the forum has emerged as an important platform for member countries to exchange best
practices, deepen mutual understanding and strengthen long-term cooperation in urban
development.

During the inaugural session, Manohar Lal released a publication titled “India’s Urban Transformation:
Stories of Change,” showcasing urban development initiatives and best practices undertaken by
states and Union Territories across the country.

The opening session was followed by a high-level plenary chaired by the Union Minister, where
member nations shared their perspectives on urban challenges, opportunities and future aspirations
through country statements.

On the sidelines of the forum, India and the Russian Federation held a bilateral meeting co-chaired
by Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Russian Deputy Minister of
Construction, Housing and Utilities Yury Mutsenek. The discussions focused on strengthening
cooperation in sustainable urban development.

Both sides reviewed progress on a proposed Memorandum of Understanding on Sustainable Urban
Development and expressed their commitment to finalising the agreement at the earliest. The talks
covered areas such as urban planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable
construction technologies, capacity building and urban governance.

Several other bilateral engagements also took place during the event, including meetings between
Iran and Russiaq, Iran and China, and Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

As part of the programme, delegates visited key urban development projects in and around the
national capital, including the New Parliament Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct,
providing participants with first-hand insights into India’s ongoing urban transformation initiatives.

https://ddnews.gov.in/en/india-hosts-13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-
focuses-on-resilient-cities/
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum begins in New Delhi, inauguration by Union
Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal Khattar (Photo/PIB)

13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum begins in
New Delhi, ministers discuss inclusive and
resilient urban futures

New Delhi [India], June 11 (ANI): The 13th BRICS Urbanisation
Forum commenced on Thursday in New Delhi under India's
BRICS Chairship, bringing together ministers, senior
government officials and urban experts from BRICS member
countries to deliberate on key urban development priorities
and strengthen cooperation on sustainable urbanisation,
according to the official press release by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs.




As per the official release, the two-day forum was formally
inaugurated by Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs
Manohar Lal Khattar at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan. Delegations
from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates are
participating in the event.

India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth
time, following earlier editions in New Delhi in 2013,
Visakhapatnam in 2016 and a virtual edition in 2021.

The forum is being held under the theme, "Cities for People:
BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures."

Addressing the inaugural session, Khattar said, "Under India's
BRICS Chairship, this Forum is an opportunity to bring the
urban agenda more firmly into the global development
conversation."

He highlighted inclusive urban development, climate- and
disaster-resilient infrastructure, institutional strengthening
and digital innovation as key pillars of India's development
journey.

Welcoming the participating delegations, Housing and Urban
Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala underlined the
significance of the forum in fostering collaboration among
member nations.




"Over the years, this Forum has enabled member countries to
exchange good practices, deepen mutual understanding's
systems, and build the trust required for sustained
cooperation," Katikithala said.

During the inaugural session, the Union Minister released
"India's Urban Transformation: Stories of Change," a
publication showcasing urban development initiatives and
experiences from states and Union Territories across the four
priority areas of the forum.

The inauguration was followed by a high-level plenary session
chaired by Khattar, where member countries presented
country statements and discussed common urban challenges,
opportunities and future aspirations.

On the sidelines of the forum, India and the Russian
Federation held a bilateral meeting co-chaired by Minister of
State for Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Russia's
Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities Yury
Mutsenek.

The two sides reviewed progress on a proposed Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) on Sustainable Urban Development
and reaffirmed their commitment to expediting its
finalisation. Discussions covered urban planning, affordable
housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable construction
technologies, capacity building and the exchange of best
practices in urban governance.




Additional bilateral discussions were also held between Iran
and Russia, Iran and China, and Russia and the United Arab
Emirates.

Delegates later visited selected urban development projects
in and around New Delhi, including the New Parliament
Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, to gain
first-hand exposure to India's urban transformation initiatives.

The first day of the forum concluded with a cultural
programme and networking dinner, setting the stage for
further discussions on urban cooperation and sustainable
development among BRICS nations. (ANI)

https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/1 3th-brics-urbanisation-forum-

begins-in-new-delhi-ministers-discuss-inclusive-and-resilient-urban-
futures20260611221313/
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Urban agenda takes centre stage as BRICS Forum opens in Delhi

NEW DELHI: (Jun 11) A two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum
commenced here on Thursday, with Union Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal describing it as a key platform to place urban
development more prominently within the global development

discourse.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
under India's BRICS Chairship, the forum is being attended by
ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from
Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran
and the United Arab Emirates.

The forum focuses on the theme -- 'Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures'.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/urban-agenda-takes-centre-

stage-as-brics-forum-opens-in-delhi/3757465
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BRICS Urbanisation Forum Brings Urban Agenda Into Global
Conversation: Union Minister Manohar Lal

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum began in New Delhi today. The two day forum, under India’s
Chairship, brings together Ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from Brazil,
Russia, Indonesig, India, Ching, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates, to
deliberate on critical urban development priorities.

Inaugurating the forum, Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal said, this Forum is
an opportunity to bring the urban agenda more firmly into the global development conversation.
He highlighted that inclusive urban development, climate- and disaster-resilient infrastructure,
strengthening institutions, and digital innovation are the anchors of India’s development story.




On the sidelines of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, a bilateral meeting was also held between India
and Russia. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs informed that the meeting was co-chaired by
Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Deputy Minister of Construction,
Housing and Utilities of Russia Yury Mutsenek. The meeting provided an opportunity for substantive
and forward-looking discussions on enhancing bilateral cooperation in the field of sustainable
urban development. During the meeting, both sides reviewed the progress of discussions on the
proposed Memorandum of Understanding on Sustainable Urban Development and expressed their
commitment to expediting its finalization and conclusion at the earliest. The ministry said that
bilateral discussions were also conducted between Iran and Russig, Iran and Chinag, Russia and the
United Arab Emirates.

https://newsonair.gov.in/brics-urbanisation-forum-brings-urban-agenda-

into-global-conversation-union-minister-manohar-lal/
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Inclusive & resilient cities in focus at 13th BRICS
Urbanisation Forum
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NEW DELHI: India on Thursday inaugurated the 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum in New Delhi,
bringing together ministers, senior government officials and urban development experts from member

nations to deliberate on strategies for building inclusive, sustainable and resilient cities in the face of
rapid urbanisation.

Organised under India’s BRICS 2026 Presidency, the two-day forum is being hosted by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). Delegations from Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Indonesia and the United Arab Emirates are participating in the event. This is the
fourth time India is hosting the forum, following editions held in New Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam in
2016 and a virtual edition in 2021. The forum is centred on the theme, “Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.” The inaugural session was held at Sushma
Swaraj Bhavan and was addressed by Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal.




In his opening remarks, the minister underscored the critical role of cities in driving economic growth
and improving quality of life. He emphasised the need to ensure equitable access to urban services,
strengthen infrastructure resilience, improve governance systems and harness technology to create
sustainable urban ecosystems.

During the inaugural session, Manohar Lal also launched a report titled “India’s Urban Transformation:
Stories of Change.” The publication showcases successful urban initiatives undertaken by states and
Union Territories across key focus areas and highlights best practices in urban governance and
development.

The forum featured extensive discussions on common urban challenges faced by BRICS nations and
explored opportunities for enhanced cooperation.

Delegates exchanged views on sustainable urban planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure
development, resilient city-building and innovative governance models.

https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/will-1-perform-same-again-neet-

re-exam-fear-haunts-aspirants-663925



https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/will-i-perform-same-again-neet-re-exam-fear-haunts-aspirants-663925
https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/will-i-perform-same-again-neet-re-exam-fear-haunts-aspirants-663925

PUNJAB KESARI
E——— ENGLISH_

13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum opens
in Delhi, focuses on inclusive and
resilient cities
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New Delhi, June 11 (IANS) The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum under India’s 2026 Chairship commenced on
Thursday at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan in the national capital.

Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal formally inaugurated the two-day event, which has
brought together ministers, senior officials and urban experts from BRICS nations and partner countries.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, the Forum includes participants from Brazil, Russia,
Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates.

This marks the fourth time India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, following previous editions in New
Delhi (2013), Visakhapatnam (2016) and a virtual session in 2021.




The central theme of the Forum is "Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures'.

Addressing the gathering, Manohar Lal emphasised that the event provides a platform to integrate the urban
agenda more strongly into global development discussions. He identified inclusive urban development, climate-
and disaster-resilient infrastructure, institutional strengthening and digital innovation as key pillars of India’s
growth narrative.

Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Srinivas Katikithala welcomed the delegates and noted that the
Forum has consistently facilitated the exchange of best practices, fostered mutual understanding of governance
systems and built trust for long-term collaboration among member countries.

During the inaugural session, Manohar Lal released a publication titled ‘India’s Urban Transformation: Stories of
Change’. The document highlights successful urban initiatives and experiences from various states and Union
Territories across the Forum'’s four priority areas.

A high-level plenary session followed, chaired by Manohar Lal. It offered member nations an opportunity to

share country statements on common urban challenges, future prospects and collective aspirations.

On the sidelines, India and Russia held a bilateral meeting co-chaired by Minister of State for Housing and Urban
Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities of the Russian Federation Yury
Mutsenek.

The discussions reviewed progress on a proposed memorandum of understanding on sustainable urban

development and expressed a commitment to finalise it soon. Topics discussed included urban planning,
affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable construction technologies, capacity building and
governance best practices.

Bilateral talks also took place between Iran and Russia, Iran and China, and Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

Delegates later visited key urban projects in and around New Delhi, including the New Parliament Complex and
the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, gaining direct insights into India’s ongoing urban transformation.

https://english.punjabkesari.com/india/1 3th-brics-urbanisation-forum-
opens-in-new-delhi-focuses-on-inclusive-and-resilient-cities/
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Urban agenda takes centre stage as BRICS
Forum opens in Delhi
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A two-day BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced here on Thursday, with Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Manohar Lal describing it as a key platform to place urban development more

prominently within the global development discourse.

Hosted by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under India's BRICS Chairship, the
forum is being attended by ministers, senior government officials and urban practitioners from Brazil,

Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates.

The forum focuses on the theme — ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient

Urban Futures'.




Addressing the inaugural session, Manohar Lal said the platform offers an opportunity to bring the urban

agenda more firmly into global development discussions.

According to the government, India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time,

following the editions held in New Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatham in 2016 and virtually in 2021.

The minister said, “Under India’s BRICS Chairship, this Forum is an opportunity to bring the urban

agenda more firmly into the global development conversation.”

He highlighted the anchors of India’s development story as inclusive urban development, climate and

disaster-resilient infrastructure, strengthening institutions, and digital innovation.

Welcoming the delegations, ministry secretary Srinivas Katikithala set the context for the Forum, saying,
“Over the years, this Forum has enabled member countries to exchange good practices, deepen mutual

understanding of each other’s systems, and build the trust required for sustained cooperation.”

The ministry said that on the sidelines of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, a bilateral meeting was held
between India and the Russian Federation, co-chaired by Tokhan Sahu, Minister of State for Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of India, and Yury Mutsenek, Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and

Utilities of the Russian Federation.

The meeting provided an opportunity for substantive and forward-looking discussions on enhancing

bilateral cooperation in the field of sustainable urban development.

Both sides reviewed the progress of discussions on the proposed Memorandum of Understanding on
Sustainable Urban Development and expressed their commitment to expediting its finalization and

conclusion at the earliest.

The deliberations encompassed a broad range of areas of mutual interest, including urban planning,
affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable construction technologies, capacity building,

and the exchange of best practices in urban governance.

Bilateral discussions were also conducted between Iran and Russia, Iran and China, Russia and the

United Arab Emirates.

The delegations subsequently undertook a curated field to select urban interventions in and around
New Delhi, offering first-hand exposure to India’s urban transformation, including the New Parliament

Complex and the India Gate—Kartavya Path precinct, the HUA ministry also said.

https://dailypioneer.com/news/slug-lite/urban-agenda-takes-centre-stage-

as-brics-forum-opens-in-delhi?year=2026
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum opens in
Delhi, focuses on inclusive and resilient

cities

BRICS Urbanisation Forum 2023: Fostering Sustainable and Inclusive Cities

New Delhi, June 11 (IANS) The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum under India’s 2026 Chairship

commenced on Thursday at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan in the national capital.

Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal formally inaugurated the two-day
event, which has brought together ministers, senior officials and urban experts from BRICS

nations and partner countries.




Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, the Forum includes participants from
Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab

Emirates.

This marks the fourth time India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, following previous

editions in New Delhi (2013), Visakhapatnam (2016) and a virtual session in 2021.

The central theme of the Forum is ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and

Resilient Urban Futures'.

Addressing the gathering, Manohar Lal emphasised that the event provides a platform to
integrate the urban agenda more strongly into global development discussions. He identified
inclusive urban development, climate- and disaster-resilient infrastructure, institutional

strengthening and digital innovation as key pillars of India’s growth narrative.

Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Srinivas Katikithala welcomed the delegates
and noted that the Forum has consistently facilitated the exchange of best practices,
fostered mutual understanding of governance systems and built trust for long-term

collaboration among member countries.

During the inaugural session, Manohar Lal released a publication titled ‘India’s Urban
Transformation: Stories of Change’. The document highlights successful urban initiatives and

experiences from various states and Union Territories across the Forum'’s four priority areas.

A high-level plenary session followed, chaired by Manohar Lal. It offered member nations an
opportunity to share country statements on common urban challenges, future prospects and

collective aspirations.

On the sidelines, India and Russia held a bilateral meeting co-chaired by Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and

Utilities of the Russian Federation Yury Mutsenek.

The discussions reviewed progress on a proposed memorandum of understanding on
sustainable urban development and expressed a commitment to finalise it soon. Topics
discussed included urban planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable

construction technologies, capacity building and governance best practices.




Bilateral talks also took place between Iran and Russia, Iran and China, and Russia and the

United Arab Emirates.

Delegates later visited key urban projects in and around New Delhi, including the New
Parliament Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, gaining direct insights into

India’s ongoing urban transformation.

https://www.thehawk.in/news/india/13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-

opens-in-delhi-focuses-on-inclusive-and-resilient-cities
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum begins in New
Delhi under India's chair
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SYNOPSIS

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced in New Delhi under India's
chairship. Inaugurated by Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, the two-day

event brings together delegations from 10 nations to discuss sustainable urban
development.

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced on Thursday in New Delhi under
India's BRICS Chairship, bringing together ministers, senior government officials and
urban experts from BRICS member countries to deliberate on key urban development
priorities and strengthen cooperation on sustainable urbanisation, according to the
official press release by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

As per the official release, the two-day forum was formally inaugurated
by Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal Khattar
at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan. Delegations from Brazil, Russia, Indonesia,

India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the United Arab
Emirates are participating in the event.




India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time,
following earlier editions in New Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam in 2016
and a virtual edition in 2021. The forum is being held under the theme,
"Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures."

Inaugural Session and Key Priorities

Addressing the inaugural session, Khattar said, "Under India's BRICS
Chairship, this Forum is an opportunity to bring the urban agenda
more firmly into the global development conversation." He highlighted
inclusive urban development, climate- and disaster-resilient
infrastructure, institutional strengthening and digital innovation as key
pillars of India's development journey.

Welcoming the participating delegations, Housing and Urban Affairs
Secretary Srinivas Katikithala underlined the significance of the forum
in fostering collaboration among member nations. "Over the years, this
Forum has enabled member countries to exchange good practices,
deepen mutual understanding's systems, and build the trust required
for sustained cooperation,” Katikithala said.

During the inaugural session, the Union Minister released "India's
Urban Transformation: Stories of Change," a publication showcasing
urban development initiatives and experiences from states and Union
Territories across the four priority areas of the forum.

The inauguration was followed by a high-level plenary session chaired
by Khattar, where member countries presented country statements and
discussed common urban challenges, opportunities and future
aspirations.




Bilateral Discussions on Sidelines

India, Russia Reaffirm Commitment to Sustainable Urban
Development
On the sidelines of the forum, India and the Russian Federation held a
bilateral meeting co-chaired by Minister of State for Housing and
Urban Affairs Tokhan Sahu and Russia's Deputy Minister of
Construction, Housing and Utilities Yury Mutsenek. The two sides
iewed progress on a proposed Memorandum of Understanding ﬂ
ﬁoU) on Sustainable Urban Development and reaffirmed their
commitment to expediting its finalisation. Discussions covered urban
planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable

construction technologies, capacity building and the exchange of best
practices in urban governance.

Additional bilateral discussions were also held between Iran and
Russia, Iran and China, and Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

Experiencing India's Urban Initiatives

Delegates later visited selected urban development projects in and
around New Delhi, including the New Parliament Complex and the

India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct, to gain first-hand exposure to
India's urban transformation initiatives.

e first day of the forum concluded with a cultural programme and
networking dinner, setting the stage for further discussions on urban
cooperation and sustainable development among BRICS nations.

https://newsable.asianetnews.com/amp/world/13th-brics-urbanisation-
forum-begins-in-new-delhi-under-indias-chair-articleshow-5etfgns
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BRICS Nations Discuss Inclusive Urban Growth
at New Delhi Forum

India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following previous

editions held in New Delhi, Visakhapatnam and a virtual edition in 2021.




) KEY TAKEAWAYS

® The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum has begun in New Delhi, focusing on sustainable and inclusive urban

growth.

® Ministers and urban development experts from BRICS nations, including Brazil, Russia, India, China, and

South Africa, are participating in the discussions.

® The forum is themed 'Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures' and

emphasizes people-centric urban development.

® This marks India's fourth time hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, highlighting its commitment to

global urban development conversations.

he 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced in New Delhi on Thursday,
bringing together ministers, senior officials and urban development experts
from BRICS member countries to discuss the future of sustainable, inclusive

and resilient cities.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India's BRICS Chairship
2026, the two-day forum is centered on the theme "Cities for People: BRICS
Cooperation for Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures." Representatives from
Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, [ran and the

United Arab Emirates are participating in the discussions.

India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following previous

editions held in New Delhi, Visakhapatnam and a virtual edition in 2021.

Focus on People-Centric Urban Development

Inaugurating the forum, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said
the gathering offers an important opportunity to place urban development at the

center of global conversations on growth and sustainability.

He highlighted India's urban development priorities, including inclusive city
planning, climate-resilient infrastructure, stronger urban institutions and the use of

digital technologies to improve governance and public services.




Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala noted that the forum has
evolved into a valuable platform for sharing experiences, exchanging best practices
and building stronger cooperation among member countries facing similar urban

challenges.

During the inaugural session, the Minister also launched a publication titled "India’s
Urban Transformation: Stories of Change," showcasing successful urban

development initiatives undertaken by states and Union Territories across the country.

Member Nations Share Urban Development Strategies

A high-level plenary session followed the inauguration, providing participating
countries with an opportunity to present their approaches to urbanization,

infrastructure development and sustainable growth.

The discussions focused on common challenges such as rapid urban expansion,
affordable housing, resilient infrastructure, climate adaptation and improving the

quality of life for urban residents.

Through country statements and policy exchanges, delegates explored ways to
strengthen cooperation and learn from each other's experiences in managing

growing cities.

Bilateral Meetings Strengthen Cooperation

On the sidelines of the forum, India and Russia held a bilateral meeting focused on

expanding cooperation in sustainable urban development.

The discussions were co-chaired by Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs
Tokhan Sahu and Russia's Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities,
Yury Mutsenek. Both sides reviewed progress on a proposed Memorandum of
Understanding covering areas such as urban planning, affordable housing, municipal
infrastructure, sustainable construction technologies, capacity building and urban

governance.




Additional bilateral engagements took place between Iran and Russia, Iran and China,

and Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

Delegates also visited several landmark urban projects in and around New Delhi,
including the New Parliament Complex and the India Gate-Kartavya Path precinct,
providing international participants with firsthand exposure to India's ongoing urban

transformation efforts.

The day's proceedings concluded with a cultural programme and networking dinner,
creating further opportunities for dialogue and collaboration among participating

nations.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3933898-brics-nations-
discuss-inclusive-urban-growth-at-new-delhi-forum
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BRICS Nations Discuss Inclusive Urban Growth at New Delhi
Forum

India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following previous editions held
in New Delhi, Visakhapatnam and a virtual edition in 2021.
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The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced in New Delhi on Thursday, bringing together

ministers, senior officials and urban development experts from BRICS member countries to
discuss the future of sustainable, inclusive and resilient cities.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India's BRICS Chairship 2026, the
two-day forum is centered on the theme "Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive
and Resilient Urban Futures." Representatives from Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates are participating in the
discussions.




India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following previous editions
held in New Delhi, Visakhapatnam and a virtual edition in 2021.

Focus on People-Centric Urban Development

Inaugurating the forum, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal said the
gathering offers an important opportunity to place urban development at the center of global

conversations on growth and sustainability.

He highlighted India’s urban development priorities, including inclusive city planning, climate-
resilient infrastructure, stronger urban institutions and the use of digital technologies to

improve governance and public services.

Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary Srinivas Katikithala noted that the forum has evolved into
a valuable platform for sharing experiences, exchanging best practices and building stronger
cooperation among member countries facing similar urban challenges.

During the inaugural session, the Minister also launched a publication titled "India's Urban
Transformation: Stories of Change," showcasing successful urban development initiatives
undertaken by states and Union Territories across the country.

Member Nations Share Urban Development Strategies

A high-level plenary session followed the inauguration, providing participating countries with
an opportunity to present their approaches to urbanization, infrastructure development and

sustainable growth.

The discussions focused on common challenges such as rapid urban expansion, affordable
housing, resilient infrastructure, climate adaptation and improving the quality of life for urban

residents.

Through country statements and policy exchanges, delegates explored ways to strengthen
cooperation and learn from each other's experiences in managing growing cities.

Bilateral Meetings Strengthen Cooperation

On the sidelines of the forum, India and Russia held a bilateral meeting focused on expanding

cooperation in sustainable urban development.




The discussions were co-chaired by Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs Tokhan
Sahu and Russia's Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities, Yury Mutsenek. Both
sides reviewed progress on a proposed Memorandum of Understanding covering areas such
as urban planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable construction
technologies, capacity building and urban governance.

Additional bilateral engagements took place between Iran and Russia, Iran and China, and
Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

Delegates also visited several landmark urban projects in and around New Delhi, including the
New Parliament Complex and the India Gate—Kartavya Path precinct, providing international
participants with firsthand exposure to India's ongoing urban transformation efforts.

The day's proceedings concluded with a cultural programme and networking dinner, creating
further opportunities for dialogue and collaboration among participating nations.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3933898-brics-nations-
discuss-inclusive-urban-growth-at-new-delhi-forum?amp
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The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum was formally opened by Shri Manohar Lal,
Hon'ble Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs, at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan,

New Delhi today.

Hosted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under India’s BRICS Chairship
in 2026, the two-day Forum brings together Ministers, senior government officials
and urban practitioners from Brazil, Russia, Indonesiqg, India, China, South Africa,

Egypt, Ethiopiq, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates, to deliberate on critical urban

development priorities.




India is hosting the BRICS Urbanisation Forum for the fourth time, following the
editions held in New Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam in 2016 and virtually in 2021.
The Forum focused on the theme, ‘Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for
Inclusive and Resilient Urban Futures.” Inaugurating the Forum, Shri Manohar Lal,
Hon’ble Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs said, “Under India’s BRICS
Chairship, this Forum is an opportunity to bring the urban agenda more firmly
into the global development conversation.” He highlighted the anchors of India’s
development story as inclusive urban development, climate- and disaster-
resilient infrastructure, strengthening institutions, and digital innovation.
Welcoming the delegations, Shri Srinivas Katikithala, Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, set the context for the Forum, stating, “Over the years,
this Forum has enabled member countries to exchange good practices, deepen
mutual understanding of each other’s systems, and build the trust required for

sustained cooperation.”

During the inaugural session, Shri Manohar Lal, Hon'ble Union Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs, released ‘India’s Urban Transformation: Stories of Change’, a
publication presenting selected urban practices and experiences presented by

India’s states and Union Territories, across the four priority areas of the Forum.

The inaugural session was followed by a high-level plenary. Chaired by Shri
Manohar Lal, Hon'ble Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs, the session
provided a platform for member nations to deliberate on shared urban
challenges, prospects, and shared aspirations for the future, showcased through

their country statements.

On the sidelines of the BRICS Urbanisation Forum, a bilateral meeting was held
between India and the Russian Federation, co-chaired by Shri Tokhan Sahu,
Hon'ble Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India, and
Mr Yury Mutsenek, Deputy Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities of the
Russian Federation. The meeting provided an opportunity for substantive and
forward-looking discussions on enhancing bilateral cooperation in the field of

sustainable urban development.




Both sides reviewed the progress of discussions on the proposed Memorandum
of Understanding on Sustainable Urban Development and expressed their
commitment to expediting its finalization and conclusion at the earliest. The
deliberations encompassed a broad range of areas of mutual interest, including
urban planning, affordable housing, municipal infrastructure, sustainable
construction technologies, capacity building, and the exchange of best practices

in urban governance.

Bilateral discussions were also conducted between Iran and Russia, Iran and

China, Russia and the United Arab Emirates.

The delegations subsequently undertook a curated field to select urban
interventions in and around New Delhi, offering first-hand exposure to India’s
urban transformation, including the New Parliament Complex and the India

Gate—Kartavya Path precinct.

https://onlykashmir.in/30143/the-13th-brics-urbanisation-forum-under-

indias-chairship-begins-in-new-delhi/
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Special Greetings

KICKING OFF the two-day
BRICS Urbanisation Forum
2026 inthe Capital, Minister
for Housing and Urban Af-
fairs ManoharLal madeita
pointto greet all the visiting
dignitariesintheirlanguage.
Welcoming the ministers
and officials from BRICS na-
tions, Lal read out the greet-
ingsin10languages, includ-
ing Russian, Chinese and
Persian, besides theregular
“good morning, suprabhat”
in English and Hindi.
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Inclusive & resilient cities in focus
at 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum

MNARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: India on Thurs-
day inaugurated the 13th
BRICS Urbanisation Forum in
New Delhi, bringing together
ministers, senior government
officials and urban develop-
ment experts from member
nations to deliberate on strate-
gies for building inclusive, sus-
tainable and resilient cities in
the face of rapid urbanisation.

Organised under Indias
BRICS 2026 Presidency, the
two-day forum is being hosted
by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
Delegations from Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Indone-
sia and the United Arab Emir-
ates are participating in the
event. This is the fourth time
India is hosting the forum, fol-
lowing editions held in New
Delhi in 2013, Visakhapatnam
in 2016 and a virtual edition
in 2021. The forum is centred
on the theme, “Cities for Peo-
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ple: BRICS Cooperation for
Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures.” The inaugural ses-
sion was held at Sushma Swaraj
Bhavan and was addressed by
Union Housing and Urban
Aftairs Minister Manohar Lal.

In his opening remarks,
the minister underscored the
critical role of cities in driv-
ing economic growth and
improving quality of life. He
emphasised the need to ensure
equitable access to urban ser-
vices, strengthen infrastructure
resilience, improve governance
systems and harness technol-
ogy to create sustainable urban
ecosystems.

During the inaugural
session, Manohar Lal also

launched a report titled “India’s
Urban Transformation: Stories
of Change.” The publication
showcases successful urban ini-
tiatives undertaken by states
and Union Territories across
key focus areas and highlights
best practices in urban gover-
nance and development.

The forum featured exten-
sive discussions on common
urban challenges faced by
BRICS nations and explored
opportunities for enhanced
cooperation.

Delegates exchanged views
on sustainable urban planning,
affordable housing, municipal
infrastructure development,
resilient city-building and
innovative governance models.
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Urban agenda takes centre stage as BRICS Forum opens in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A two-day BRICS
Urbanisation Forum com-
menced here on Thursday,
with Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
Manochar Lal describing it as
a key platform to place
urban development more
prominently within the
global development dis-
course.

Hosted by the Union
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under

India's BRICS Chairship, the

forum is being attended by
ministers, senior govern-
ment officials and urban
practitioners from Brazil,
Russia, Indonesia, India,
China, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran and the United
Arab Emirates.

The forum focuses on the
theme — 'Cities for People:
BRICS Cooperation for
Inclusive and Resilient Urban
Futures’.

Addressing the inaugural
session, Manohar Lal
said the platform offers an
opportunity to bring the

urban agenda more firmly

il
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into global development
discussions.
According to the govern-

ment, India is hosting the

BRICS Urbanisation Forum

for the fourth time, following

the editions held in New
Delhi in 2013,
Visakhapatnam in 2016 and
virtually in 2021.

The minister said, “Under
India’s BRICS Chairship, this
Forum is an opportunity to
bring the urban agenda
more firmly into the global
development conversation.”

He highlighted the
anchors of India’s develop-
ment story as inclusive
urban development, climate
and disaster-resilient infra-
structure, strengthening
institutions, and digital inno-
vation.
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Urban agenda takes centre stage
as BRICS Forum opens in Delhi
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Mahar Lal along w:th othars at BRICS forum in Defhr

NEW DELHI, JUN 11
(PTI): A two-day BRICS
Urbanisation Forum com-
menced here on Thursday,
with Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
Manohar Lal describing it
as a key platform to place
urban development more
prominently within the glob-
al development discourse.
Hosted by the Union
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
under India’s BRICS Chair-
ship, the forum is being at-
tended by ministers, senior
government officials and
urban practitioners from

Brazil, Russia, Indonesia,
India, China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and
the United Arab Emirates.
The forum focuses
on the theme -- ‘Cities for
People: BRICS Cooperation
for Inclusive and Resilient
Urban Futures’.
Addressing the inau-
gural session, Manohar Lal
said the platform offers an
opportunity to bring the
urban agenda more firmly
into global development
discussions. According to
the government, India is
hosting the BRICS Urban-
isation Forum for the fourth

time, following the editions
held in New Delhi in 2013,
Visakhapatnam in 2016 and
virtually in 2021.

The minister said,
“Under India’s BRICS
Chairship, this Forum is
an opportunity to bring the
urban agenda more firmly
into the global development
conversation.”

He highlighted the
anchors of India’s devel-
opment story as inclusive
urban development, climate
and disaster-resilient in-
frastructure, strengthening
institutions, and digital in-
novation.

Welcoming the del-
egations, ministry secretary
Srinivas Katikithala set the
context for the Forum, say-
ing, “Over the years, this
Forum has enabled member
countries to exchange good
practices, deepen mutual un-
derstanding of each other’s
systems, and build the trust
required for sustained coop-
eration.”
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Union Minister Manohar Lal Inaugurates 13th
BRICS Urbanisation Forum in New Delhi

Member Nations Discuss Inclusive Growth, Urban Resilience and Sustainable Development

Udday Singh

inf()@imprt'se.ivelim €5.CoMm

NEW DELHI: The 13th
BRICS Urbanisation Forum was
formally opened by Shri Mano-
har Lal, Union Minister of Hous-
ingand Urban Affairs, at Sushma
Swaraj Bhavan, New Delhi today.

Hosted by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
under India’s BRICS Chairship
in 2026, the two-day Forum
brings together Ministers, senior
government officials and urban
practitioners from Brazil, Rus-
sia, Indonesia, India, China,
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, and the United Arab
Emirates, to deliberate on
critical urban development
priorities.

[ndia is hosting the BRICS
Urbanisation Forum for the
fourth time, following the
editions held in New Delhi
in 2013, Visakhapatnam in
2016 and virtually in 2021.
The Forum focused on
the theme, ‘Cities for Peo-
ple: BRICS Cooperation
for Inclusive and Resilient
Urban Futures! Inaugurat-
ing the Forum, Manohar
Lal, Union Minister of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs said,
“Under India’s BRICS Chair-

PR

ship, this Forum is an oppor-
tunity to bring the urban
agenda more firmly into the
global development conver-
sation” He highlighted the
anchors of Indias develop-
ment story as inclusive urban
development, climate- and
disaster-resilient infrastruc-
ture, strengthening institu-
tions, and digital innovation.

Welcoming the delega-
tions, Srinivas Katikithala,
Secretary, Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs, set
the context for the Forum,
stating, “Over the years, this
Forum has enabled member
countries to exchange good
practices, deepen mutual
understanding of each oth-
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— ING AND URBAN AF-

FAIRS UNDER INDIA'S
BRICS CHAIRSHIP IN 2026,
THE TWO-DAY FORUM BRINGS
TOGETHER MINISTERS, SENIOR
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND
URBAN PRACTITIONERS FROM
BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDONESIA,
INDIA, CHINA, SOUTH AFRICA,
EGYPT, ETHIOPIA, IRAN, AND
THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES,
TO DELIBERATE ON CRITICAL
URBAN DEVELOPMENT PRIORI-
TIES.

er’s systems, and build the
trust required for sustained
cooperation.”

During the inaugu-
ral session, Shri Manohar
Lal, Hon'ble Union Minis-

ter of Housing and Urban
Affairs, released ‘India’s
Urban Transformation: Sto-
ries of Change, a publication
presenting selected urban
practices and experiences
presented by India’s states
and Union Territories, across
the four priority areas of the
Forum.

The inaugural session was
followed by a high-level ple-
nary. Chaired by Shri Mano-
har Lal, Union Minister of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
the session provided a plat-
form for member nations to
deliberate on shared urban
challenges, prospects, and
shared aspirations for the
future, showcased through
their country statements.

On the sidelines of the
BRICS Urbanisation Forum,
a bilateral meeting was held
between India and the Rus-
sian Federation, co-chaired
by Shri Tokhan Sahu, Minis-
ter of State for Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government
of India, and Mr Yury Mut-
senek, Deputy Minister of
Construction, Housing and
Utilities of the Russian Feder-
ation. The meeting provided
an opportunity for substan-
tive and forward-looking

discussions on enhancing
bilateral cooperation in the
field of sustainable urban
development.

Both sides reviewed the
progress of discussions on the
proposed Memorandum of
Understanding on Sustain-
able Urban Development and
expressed their commitment
to expediting its finalization
and conclusion at the earli-
est. The deliberations encom-
passed a broad range of areas
of mutual interest, includ-
ing urban planning, afford-
able housing, municipal
infrastructure, sustainable
construction technologies,
capacity building, and the
exchange of best practices in
urban governance.

Bilateral discussions were
also conducted between Iran
and Russia, Iran and China,
Russia and the United Arab
Emirates.

The delegations subse-
quently undertook a curated
field to select urban inter-
ventions in and around New
Delhi, offering first-hand
exposure to India's urban
transformation, including
the New Parliament Com-
plex and the India Gate-Kar-
tavya Path precinct.
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Manohar Lal
inaugurates
Brics Forum

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUME 11

Union minister of hous-
ing and urban affairs
Manohar Lal on
Thursday inaugurated
the 13th ‘Brics
Urbanisation Forum’ in
the national capital. Mr
Lal said, “Under India’s
Brics chairship, this
Forum is an opportunity
to bring the urban agen-
da more ﬂrmly into the
global development con-
versation.”

Mr Lal highlighted the
anchors of India's devel-
opment story as inclusive
urban development, cli-
mate and disaster-
resilient infrastructure,
strengthening  institu-
tions, and digital innova-
tion. Hosted h}" the min-
istry of housing and
urban affairs under
India's Brics chairship,
the Forum brings togeth-
er ministers, government
officials and urban prac-
titioners from Brazil,
Russia, Indonesia, India,
China, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
and the UAE, to deliber-
ate on critical urban
development priorities.
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BRICS Deliberates on Urban Challenges and Solutions
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BRICS Urbanization Forum Kicks Off in New Delhi, Member Countries Share
Experiences
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Inauguration of the Thirteenth BRICS Urbanization Forum
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum inaugurated, to conclude today; Urban agenda must
be strongly placed in global development: Manohar Lal
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Inauguration of ‘BRICS Forum' in Delhi
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Union Minister Tokhan to participate in 13th BRICS Urbanization Forum today
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PB-SHABD & (A e
@PBSHABD
H#WATCH | The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum has begun in
#NewDelhi, bringing together ministers, urban planners and policy

experts from across the bloc to address the mounting pressures of rapid
population growth in the Global South.

Follow the complete story on #PBESHABD. Register now at
shabd.prasarbharati.org/registers

#BRICS #UrbanisationForum #NewDelhi #GlobalSouth
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13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum begins in New Delhi, ministers discuss
inclusive and resilient urban futures

Read @ANI Story | aninews.in/news/world/asi.

#13thBRICS #UrabanisationForum #NewDelhi #ManoharlLalKhattar
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NationPress & (A o
@np_nationpress
Khattar Inaugurates 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum in Delhi

Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated the 13th BRICS
Urbanisation Forum in New Delhi on June 11, stressing inclusive growth,
climate resilience and digital governance.

nationpress.com/national/khatt...

8:50 PM - Jun 11, 2026 - 15 Views

https://x.com/np_nationpress/status/2065091735387320393?s=20



https://x.com/np_nationpress/status/2065091735387320393?s=20

PB-SHABD & (o I
@PBSHABD
Addressing the Forum, Union Minister @mlkhattar said rapid

urbanisation should be seen as an opportunity for innovation,
infrastructure development and investment.

He said that while urban realities across #BRICS countries may differ,
their aspirations remain closely connected.

#BRICS #Manoharl alKhattar #Urbanisation #UrbanDevelopment

#GlobalSouth

4:38 PM - Jun 11, 2026 - 186 Views
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&) ©mikhattar

The 13th BRICS Urbanisation Forum commenced today, bringing
together policymakers, urban experts and stakeholders from BRICS
nations to deliberate on the shared vision of people-centric, resilient
and sustainable urban development.

Under the theme “Cities for People: BRICS Cooperation for Inclusive
and Resilient Urban Futures”, the Forum will provide a vital platform to
exchange best practices, foster innovation and strengthen cooperation
in shaping the cities of tomorrow.
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