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India Builds 11 Crore Toilets Under Swachh Bharat Mission
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Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal today underscored country’s remarkable progress in
sanitation and hygiene under the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) saying that 11 crore toilets have been built
across the country. Addressing the inaugural ceremony of three day World Toilet Summit on the occasion of
World Toilet Day in New Delhi, the Minister said, construction of toilets is a major milestone that has
transformed public health and dignity in rural and urban India. He said that all villages, districts and states
were declared Open Defection Free (ODF) in 2019. Mr Manohar Lal also said the government is now focused
on making the nation ODF plus. He said the cleanliness movement have brought a change in people’s

behaviour towards sanitation.

During the event, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs also launched Toilet Paas Hai and Main Saaf Hi
Achha Hoon — a year-long advocacy drive to champion responsible toilet use. The Ministry said that this drive
i1s aimed at promoting responsible toilet use and hygiene habits across communities. The Ministry also
launched the Swachh Aadatein which is a 21 days curriculum for children to develop good sanitation habits at

an early stage.




Speaking on the ocassion, Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil highlighted the transformative impact of toilets on the
lives of women, stressing that toilet construction has strengthened women dignity, safety, pride, and honour. He
added that with access to clean and safe toilets, annual deaths caused by diarrhoea have been prevented, saving
the lives of nearly three lakh children every year. The Minister said that 15 crore houses are getting clean water
under Nal se Jal scheme. He also said that government will not tolerate any irregularities in the water supply

system. He said that government is working towards accessibility of good quality water in every household.

https://www.newsonair.gov.in/india-builds-1 1-crore-toilets-under-
swachh-bharat-mission/
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World Toilet Day Highlights India’s Rapid Sanitation
Transformation

As the world observes World Toilet Day today, India’s sanitation efforts under the Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM) continue to stand out as a major example of large-scale reform. Over
the past decade, the country has seen a significant shift in sanitation access, with sharp
growth in Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus villages, expanded household toilet coverage,
and stronger waste management systems.

According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the number of ODF Plus villages has
risen to 5,67,708 — a 467 per cent increase since 2022 — while 4,692 cities have been
certified ODF as of November 2025.




Access to safe sanitation has been central to reducing disease, improving environmental outcomes,
and enhancing safety and dignity, particularly for women and children. World Toilet Day, observed on
November 19, highlights the global sanitation challenge and reinforces commitments toward
Sustainable Development Goal 6 on clean water and sanitation. India’s progress under SBM continues
to be recognised by UN agencies such as UNICEF as one of the world’s largest sanitation
improvement efforts.

Launched in 2014, the Swachh Bharat Mission aimed to eliminate open defecation and strengthen
waste management across rural and urban areas. By October 2019, all villages, districts, and states
were declared Open Defecation Free (ODF), contributing to major health and economic gains. WHO
estimates indicate 300,000 fewer diarrhoeal deaths in 2019 compared to 2014, while households in
ODF villages reported annual savings of nearly 50,000 on health expenses. Women also reported
improved safety and privacy due to wider toilet access.

Since 2020, SBM-Gramin Phase Il has focused on sustaining ODF achievements through enhanced
solid and liquid waste management. Villages now progress through ODF Plus categories — Aspiring,
Rising, and Model — based on waste systems and visual cleanliness. More than 95 per cent of villages
have attained ODF Plus status, with numbers increasing from one lakh in 2022 to 5.67 lakh in 2025.

Urban sanitation has recorded similar gains. As of November 2025, 4,692 cities are ODF, 4,314 have
achieved ODF+, and 1,973 have reached ODF++ status. The mission has exceeded construction
targets for individual household toilets (108.62 per cent) and community and public toilets (125.46 per
cent), ensuring facilities match rapid urban growth.

Complementary schemes such as AMRUT and the Jal Jeevan Mission have further strengthened
sanitation outcomes. AMRUT has supported urban water supply, sewerage, and septage
management, grounding 890 sewerage projects worth 234,447 crore and creating or augmenting
4,622 MLD of sewage treatment capacity. The Jal Jeevan Mission, launched in 2019, has worked to
provide safe drinking water to rural households while helping sustain ODF status nationwide.

India’s sanitation journey has evolved from eliminating open defecation to building long-term
systems for hygiene and waste management. As the country marks World Toilet Day, initiatives like
the Swachh Bharat Mission, AMRUT, and Jal Jeevan Mission continue to advance public health,
environmental protection, and dignity, positioning India as a global leader in sanitation reform.

https://ddnews.gov.in/en/world-toilet-day-highlights-indias-rapid-

sanitation-transformation/
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HUA Ministry pushes expansion of 'Aspirational Toilets' to boost public
sanitation

NEW DELHI: (Nov 19) The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry
has asked urban local bodies to expand public toilet infrastructure at
tourist hubs, high-footfall zones and religious sites under the Swachh
Bharat Mission 2.0, a statement said on VWednesday.

The Mission has recommended that these upgraded facilities be
classified as "Aspirational Toilets", reflecting a shift towards modern,

user-centric and environmentally sustainable sanitation amenities.

In the statement, the ministry said the initiative aims to significantly
improve the public toilet experience through smart features, accessible
design, gender-neutral and child-friendly amenities, and green
technologies.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/hua-ministry-pushes-expansion-

of-aspirational-toilets-to-boost-public-sanitation/3113169
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Coming Soon 29,000 Modern ‘Aspirational Toilets’ In 3,920 Municipal Areas

The government is constructing 29,000 "aspirational toilets" across India to enhance public sanitation at tourist spots and high-footfall
areas. These modern, tech-enabled facilities will feature improved accessibility and smart amenities. The initiative aims to meet growing
sanitation needs and improve dignity, particularly for women.

NEW DELHI: To give people access to modern, tech-enabled public restrooms at tourist destinations, religious sites and
places with heavy footfall, the govt on Wednesday announced the construction of 29,000 “aspirational toilets” across
3,920 municipal areas in 36 states and UTs.

Madhya Pradesh will have the highest number of such toilets (5,131) followed by Maharashtra (4,385) and Tamil Nadu
(3,762).

“Aspirational toilets” are typically modern, tech-enabled restrooms featuring improved accessibility, automatic flushing,
voice assistance, separate facilities for men and women, and power backup. These also include smart features, user-
friendly designs, and gender-neutral and child-friendly amenities.

Around 900 such toilets across 100 complexes, including one each in Indore and Lucknow, were inaugurated from an
event here on World Toilet Day, organised by Sulabh International.




In a statement, the housing and urban affairs ministry said the Swachh Bharat Mission is now encouraging all urban
local bodies (ULBs) to expand public toilet infrastructure at tourist destinations, high-footfall areas and religious sites to
meet growing sanitation needs. It has recommended that these facilities be classified as “aspirational toilets”.

Speaking at the event, housing and urban affairs minister Manohar Lal Khattar said, “"Across India and around the
world, better and cleaner toilet systems are being put in place. In our country too, mindsets are changing — and must
change. You judge cleanliness by not just seeing a tidy home or bedroom, but by the condition of the kitchen and

toilets.”

Jal Shakti minister C R Patil highlighted the transformative impact of toilets on the lives of women, stressing that rural
toilet construction has protected their dignity, safety, pride, and honour. "Safe sanitation and safe water are essential—
and it all begins with access to toilets. In rural areas, 12 crore toilets have been constructed,” he added.

Kumar Dilip, president of Sulabh International, highlighted India’s picneering contributions in sanitation innovation and

community-led dignity.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/coming-soon-29000-modern-
aspirational-toilets-in-3920-municipal-
arcas/amp_articleshow/125444268.cms
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5.67 lakh villages declared ODF Plus,
jump of 467 pc since 2022: Data

5.67 lakh villages declared ODF Plus, jump of 467 pc
since 2022: Data

New Delhi, Nearly 5.67 lakh villages across the country have
been declared ODF Plus, recording a 467 per cent increase
from 1 lakh in 2022, according to official data released by the

Jal Shakti ministry on the occasion of World Toilet Day on

Wednesday.
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5.67 lakh villages declared ODF Plus, jump of 467 pc since 2022: Data




Of these, 4.86 lakh villages have achieved the 'ODF Plus
Model' stage which means that they sustain open-
defecation-free status while managing both solid and liquid

waste and maintaining visual cleanliness, the data said.

Jal Shakti Minister C R Paatil said the transformation reflects
both nationwide participation and sustained government

backing.

He said the Centre supported states in building more than 12

crore toilets across rural and urban India.

“The responsibility lay with the state governments, and the
Centre assisted by constructing 12 crore toilets across the

country, Patil said at an event.

The minister added that the massive toilet coverage has

triggered a behavioural shift.

According to the official data, over 95 per cent of villages in
India were declared ODF Plus.

ODF Plus villages grew by 467 per cent from 1 lakh in
December 2022 to 5.67 lakh villages. ODF Plus Model
villages have increased to 4,85,818.




“Crores of people who earlier practised open defecation have
now stopped doing so,” he said, crediting the Swachh Bharat

Mission for turning sanitation into a mass movement.

The minister said that improved sanitation has also

protected children.

“Cleanliness has saved the lives of around 3,00,000 children,”
Paatil said, noting that the government will continue to fund

the upkeep of the sanitation infrastructure.

“Even with 12 crore toilets, we will sustain their funding,” he
added.

World Toilet Day, observed globally on November 19,
highlights the urgent need for access to safe and sustainable

sanitation a central target under Sustainable Development
Goal 6.

Since the launch of the Swachh Bharat Mission in 2014, India
has moved from eliminating open defecation to building
systems that keep villages and cities clean, manage waste

and protect water sources.




Under SBM-Gramin Phase |l, most villages are now focusing
on maintaining ODF status, improving waste management

and scaling up cleanliness initiatives.

Urban sanitation has also exceeded targets, with more than
63.7 lakh household toilets constructed with over 108 per
cent of the mission goal and public/community toilets

surpassing targets by 125 per cent.

Paatil said complementary programmes such as the Jal
Jeevan Mission and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation have strengthened sanitation outcomes by
expanding sewerage networks, septage management and

piped water supply.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/567-lakh-villages-
declared-odf-plus-jump-o0f-467-pc-since-2022-data-
101763550143844.html
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HUA Ministry pushes expansion of
'Aspirational Toilets' to boost public
sanitation

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI) The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has asked urban local
bodies to expand public toilet infrastructure at tourist hubs, high-footfall zones and religious
sites under the Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0, a statement said on Wednesday.

The Mission has recommended that these upgraded facilities be classified as "Aspirational
Toilets", reflecting a shift towards modern, user-centric and environmentally sustainable
sanitation amenities.

In the statement, the ministry said the initiative aims to significantly improve the public
toilet experience through smart features, accessible design, gender-neutral and child-friendly
amenities, and green technologies.

Under SBM-U 2.0, approvals for 29,000 "Aspirational Toilet" seats have already been granted,
marking a major push towards long-term sanitation sustainability, the statement said.

According to the HUA ministry, newly developed "aspirational toilets" were inaugurated in
several parts of the country on Wednesday.

Speaking at the World Toilet Summit 2025 hosted by the Sulabh International Social Service
Organisation, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal called for globhal
cooperation on swachhata and sustainability.

He said, "Across India and around the world, better and cleaner toilet systems are being put
in place. In our country too, mindsets are changing — and must change. After all, cleanliness is
not judged by a tidy home or bedroom, but by the condition of one's toilet.”

He stressed the need for wastewater treatment, reuse, cleaner toilets and faster behavioural
change. He also underscored early sanitation habits in children and the importance of waste-
to-wealth and circularity under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban.

Welcoming delegates at the event, Kumar Dilip, president of Sulabh International,
highlighted India's pioneering contributions in sanitation innovation and community-led
dignity.

The session also saw the release of "The World Toilet Organization 25th Anniversary
Commemorative Book".

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2025/11/19/des66-hua-
manohar-sbm.html
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29,000 'Aspirational Toilets' to be built across States
under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0

The aspirational toilets include smart features, user-friendly designs, accessible-
inclusive infrastructure, gender-neutral, child-friendly facilities and
environmentally sustainable technologies.

NEW DELHI: Under its flagship Swachh Bharat Mission—Urban (SBM-U) 2.0, the Centre is
encouraging all Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to expand public toilet (PT) infrastructure at

tourist destinations, high-footfall areas, and religious sites to meet growing sanitation needs.
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It has also been recommended that these facilities be classified as “Aspirational Toilets.” So

far, 29,000 Aspirational Toilet seats have been approved under SBM-U 2.0.

The mission aims to significantly enhance the user experience of public toilet services,
supported by innovative models and solutions designed to ensure their long-term

sustainability, said officials of the Ministry of Housing and Urban A ffairs.

The aspirational toilets include smart features, user-friendly designs, accessible-inclusive
infrastructure, gender-neutral, child-friendly facilities and environmentally sustainable

technologies.

Across the nation, aspirational toilets were inaugurated on Wednesday on the occasion of
World Toilet Day. Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh (5,131), Maharashtra (4,385) and Tamil Nadu
(3,562) have the maximum number of Aspirational toilets.

On the occasion, Sulabh International and World Toilet Organisation kick-started the three-
day World Toilet summit with global stakeholders to accelerate sustainable sanitation, in
which Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal and Union Minister for

Jal Shakti CR Patil were present.

Speaking on the occasion, Manohar Lal called for global cooperation on swachhata and
sustainability. “Across India and around the world, better and cleaner toilet systems are being
put in place. In our country too, mindsets are changing — and must change. After all,
cleanliness is not judged by a tidy home or bedroom, but by the condition of one’s toilet,” he

said.

11




He also stressed the need for wastewater treatment, reuse, cleaner toilets, and faster
behavioural change. He further underscored early sanitation habits in children and the

importance of waste-to-wealth and circularity under SBM-U.

Marking World Toilet Day, the ministry also launched ‘Toilet Paas Hai’ & ‘Main Saaf Hi
Achha Hoon’ - a year-long advocacy drive to champion responsible toilet use. It is aimed at

promoting responsible toilet use and hygiene habits across communities.

A range of advisories and training resources has also been released to strengthen urban

sanitation efforts, including specialised training modules.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/amp/story/nation/2025/Nov/19/aspir
ational-toilets-to-be-built-across-states-under-swachh-bharat-mission-

urban-20
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Union Minister CR Paatil (Photo/ANI)

Union Minister CR Paatil attends World Toilet Day
Summit, says "working to provide good-quality
water to every household"

New Delhi [India], November 19 (ANI): Union Minister CR Paatil on
Wednesday attended the World Toilet Day Summit on the occasion of
World Toilet Day in New Delhi.

13




Speaking to reporters, the Union Minister said that this summit will be
extremely useful in spreading awareness in the coming days.

"The way the Prime Minister has worked on the issue of cleanliness, around
12 crore toilets have been made, and around 15 crore houses are getting
clean water. So, in terms of cleanliness, we cannot separate toilets and
water. Making 12 crore toilets and supplying water to 15 crore houses is a
historical step. We are trying to make it better. Wherever complaints have
come in, we've taken action. We will not tolerate any irregularities in the
water supply system under the Jal Jeevan Mission under any
circumstances. Every household should have access to good-quality water,
and we are working with all our might to achieve this objective," CR Patil
told reporters.

Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar had also attended the summit.

World Toilet Day is observed every year on November 19 to raise awareness
about the global sanitation crisis and the importance of safe toilets for all.
It was officially designated as a United Nations observance in 2013.

It highlights toilets as vital for health, dignity, equality, and sustainability
and directly supports Sustainable Development Goal 6: Clean Water and
Sanitation, aiming for universal access by 2030.

According to an official release, India's Swachh Bharat Mission is often
highlighted by the UN bodies such as UNICEF as one of the largest
sanitation drives globally, showcasing how national action can contribute
to global goals. As World Toilet Day is being observed, India is moving
ahead by turning sanitation into a nationwide success story.

14




The Government of India has launched several landmark initiatives to
improve sanitation and hygiene across the country. The Swachh Bharat
Mission (SBM) has been the flagship program, aiming to eliminate open
defecation and provide universal toilet access in both rural and urban
areas.

India has seen a transformation in its sanitation drive since the launch of
the Swachh Bharat Mission, which transformed access to toilets and
hygiene facilities across rural and urban areas. (ANI)

https://aninews.in/news/national/general-news/union-minister-cr-paatil-
attends-world-toilet-day-summit-says-working-to-provide-good-quality-
water-to-every-household20251119194816/
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World Toilet Summit focuses on sanitation, equity, climate
resilience
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With discussions centred on sanitation access, service delivery and climate-linked pressures

on water and waste systems, the World Toilet Summit-2025 opened in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

The event, hosted by Sulabh International Social Service Organisation at the Dr Ambedkar

International Centre, brought together government representatives, global institutions,
development partners and sanitation sector organisations.
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The theme of the three-day summit is ‘Sanitation: Collective Responsibility for Dignity and
Planet’. The inaugural session also included the release of the World Toilet Organisation 25th
Anniversary Commemorative Book.

CR Patil, Minister of Jal Shakti, presented the national perspective and said the sector must
focus on ensuring services reached underserved communities. “Our responsibility is to
ensure that clean water and safe sanitation reach the last child in the last home.
Infrastructure alone is not enough—quality, maintenance and dignity matter,” he added. Patil
called for improvements in sewage treatment plants, recycling of treated water and stronger
service delivery mechanisms.

In his keynote address, Manohar Lal Khattar, Minister of Power and Housing and Urban
Affairs, said sanitation must be treated as a core civic value rather than only a facility.

“Avillage builds a toilet, but the world builds an environment. Sanitation is not only
infrastructure—it is culture, responsibility and the pathway to environmental security,” he
said. Khattar highlighted the need for water circularity, dual-pipe systems, adoption of
appropriate technologies and youth participation.

The session concluded with an address by South Africa’s Deputy Minister of Water and

Sanitation, Mbangiseni David Mahlobo, who called for greater international cooperation.

“Water and sanitation are matters of life, dignity and justice. In a world of scientific progress,
inequality is an affront to humanity. We must double global investment to ensure no one is
left behind,” he said.

The Ministry of Housing announced initiatives, including Aspirational Toilets, Swachh
Curriculum and a yearlong behaviour change campaign, focused on strengthening sanitation
adoption and service delivery in urban and peri-urban areas.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/delhi/world-toilet-summit-focuses-

on-sanitation-equity-climate-resilience/amp

17
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https://hindi.news18.com/news/nation/urban-development-minister-
manohar-lal-khattar-on-world-toilet-day-highlighted-new-direction-for-
swachhata-abhiyan-9871609.html
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/uttar-pradesh/prayagraj/news/world-

toilet-day-prayagraj-gets-new-aspirational-toilet-136461027.html
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Over 95 pc of India’s villages are ODF Plus; up 467 pc in 3
years

New Delhi, Nov 19 On the occasion of World Toilet Day, the government declared on
Wednesday that over ...

New Delhi, Nov 19 On the occasion of World Toilet Day, the government declared

on Wednesday that over 95 per cent of villages have been declared Open
Defecation Free (ODF) Plus under the Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin.
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ODF Plus villages rose by 467 per cent from 1 lakh in December 2022 to 5.67 lakh
as of November 19, 2025, with ODF Plus Model Villages reaching 4,85,818, an

official statement said.

An ODF Plus village is defined as a village that sustains its ODF Status, ensures

solid and liquid waste management and is visually clean.

In urban areas, 4,692 cities are ODF, 4,314 have achieved ODF+ status, and 1,973

have reached ODF++ status.

Individual household latrine construction stood at 108.62 per cent of mission
targets, with 63,74,355 toilets built.

Community and public toilet construction touched 125.46 per cent, with 6,38,826

units constructed so far.

Complementary schemes such as Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) focus on urban sewerage and drainage, while the Jal
Jeevan Mission ensures a reliable water supply to households, strengthening
sanitation outcomes. Together, these policies emphasise sustainability, inclusivity,
and dignity, making sanitation a cornerstone of public health and development, the

statement said.

As many as 890 sewerage and septage projects worth Rs 34,447 crore have been
grounded, and 4,622 Million Liters per Day (MLD) of new or augmented sewage
treatment capacity has been created, including 1,437 MLD for recycle or reuse.
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Around 86 projects worth Rs 68,461.78 crore have been taken up by States/UTs,
the government said, adding that approved projects add 6,964 MLD of STP
(Sewage Treatment Plant) capacity, with 1,938.96 MLD earmarked for
recycle/reuse.

Jal Jeevan Mission provides safe and ample drinking water to all rural households,
and focusses on sanitation and maintenance of ODF villages.

Through initiatives like the Swachh Bharat Mission, AMRUT, and the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the country has moved beyond infrastructure creation to ensuring dignity,
inclusivity, and long-term cleanliness, the statement noted.

https://www.lokmattimes.com/technology/over-95-pc-of-indias-villages-
are-odf-plus-up-467-pc-in-3-years-1/
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World Toilet Day: 12 crore toilets built, 15
crore homes get water

Union Minister CR Paatil (Photo/ANI)

Union Minister CR Paatil, at a World Toilet Day summit, celebrated India's sanitation
achievements, including 12 crore toilets and clean water for 15 crore homes. He reaffirmed the
government's commitment to quality water under the Jal Jeevan Mission.
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Union Minister CR Paatil on Wednesday attended the World Toilet Day Summit on
the occasion of World Toilet Day in New Delhi. Speaking to reporters, the Union
Minister said that this summit will be extremely useful in spreading awareness in the
coming days. "The way the Prime Minister has worked on the issue of cleanliness,
around 12 crore toilets have been made, and around 15 crore houses are getting clean
water. So, in terms of cleanliness, we cannot separate toilets and water. Making 12
crore toilets and supplying water to 15 crore houses is a historical step. We are trying
to make it better. Wherever complaints have come in, we've taken action. We will not
tolerate any irregularities in the water supply system under the Jal Jeevan Mission
under any circumstances. Every household should have access to good-quality water,
and we are working with all our might to achieve this objective,” CR Patil told

reporters. Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar had also attended the summit.

About World Toilet Day

World Toilet Day is observed every year on November 19 to raise awareness about
the global sanitation crisis and the importance of safe toilets for all. It was officially
designated as a United Nations observance in 2013. It highlights toilets as vital for
health, dignity, equality, and sustainability and directly supports Sustainable
Development Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, aiming for universal access by 2030.

India's Sanitation Drive: A Global Success Story

According to an official release, India's Swachh Bharat Mission is often highlighted by
the UN bodies such as UNICEF as one of the largest sanitation drives globally,
showcasing how national action can contribute to global goals. As World Toilet Day is
being observed, India is moving ahead by turning sanitation into a nationwide

success story.

The Government of India has launched several landmark initiatives to improve
sanitation and hygiene across the country. The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) has
been the flagship program, aiming to eliminate open defecation and provide universal
toilet access in both rural and urban areas. India has seen a transformation in its
sanitation drive since the launch of the Swachh Bharat Mission, which transformed

access to toilets and hygiene facilities across rural and urban areas.

https://newsable.asianetnews.com/india/world-toilet-day-12-crore-

toilets-built-15-crore-homes-get-water-articleshow-5zvydal
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World Toilet Day 2025: India Champions Responsible
Sanitation for Dignity and the Planet

MoHUA launches ‘Toilet Paas Hai’ & ‘Main Saaf Hi Achha Hoon’ as global leaders gather for
World Toilet Summit

WELCOME 1+ D ™™e

INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF

WORLD TOILET SUMMIT 2025

STED oy

ARM INTERNATIONAL SOCIA ORGANISATION

New Delhi : India marked World Toilet Day 2025 with a renewed commitment to sustainable sanitation,
dignity, and environmental protection. Celebrated under the theme “Sanitation: Collective Responsibility
for Dignity and Planet”, the day witnessed major national initiatives led by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and global participation aimed at accelerating sanitation innovation.

In collaboration with Sulabh International and the World Toilet Organization, MoHUA inaugurated the 3-day
World Toilet Summit 2025 in New Delhi. The event brought together representatives from 25 countries,
international organisations like the World Bank and BMGF, and industry partners such as HUL. Union
Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal and Union Minister for Jal Shakti C.R. Patil addressed
the inaugural session.
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India’s progress in sanitation

Responding to the Prime Minister’s call for Swachh Bharat in 2014, India achieved the historic milestone of
being declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) in 2019. The construction of toilets in every household
ensured not just cleanliness and safety, but also dignity, better health outcomes, and improved school
attendance for girls.

With rapid urbanisation and increasing migration, India is now strengthening climate-resilient and
sustainable sanitation systems, essential for achieving SDG-6 on clean water and sanitation.
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Launch of major initiatives
Marking the occasion, MoHUA unveiled two major national campaigns:
« ‘Toilet Paas Hai’ — to help citizens easily locate accessible public toilets.

« ‘Main Saaf Hi Achha Hoon’ — an advocacy drive promoting responsible toilet use and hygiene habits
among communities.

The ministry also released new advisories, design guidelines, and behaviour change training modules to
empower Urban Local Bodies under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0.
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Yallas

32




Rise of “Aspirational Toilets”

To enhance user experience and ensure safe sanitation, SBM-U 2.0 is promoting Aspirational Toilets
across high-footfall areas such as tourist spots and religious sites. These modern facilities feature:

« Smart and user-friendly designs

« Inclusive and accessible infrastructure

« Gender-neutral and child-friendly amenities
« Environmentally sustainable technology

So far, 29,000 Aspirational Toilet seats have been approved nationwide.

Global cooperation for cleaner and greener sanitation

Addressing the summit, Shri Manohar Lal emphasised the need for wastewater treatment, circular
economy models, and early sanitation education, stating:
“Cleanliness is not judged by a tidy room, but by the condition of one’s toilet.”

Union Minister Shri C.R. Patil highlighted the empowerment of women through access to toilets, noting that
rural sanitation has saved the lives of nearly 3 lakh children annually by preventing diarrhoeal deaths.

A roadmap toward a sustainable sanitation future

The next two days of the summit will focus on technology innovations, inclusive design, financing
models, capacity building, and improving the dignity and safety of SafaiMitras.

World Toilet Day 2025 reiterates India's leadership in showing that sanitation is not just an infrastructure
issue—it is central to health, dignity, climate resilience, and societal progress.

https://impressivetimes.com/latest/world-toilet-day-2025-toilet-paas-hai-

main-saaf-hi-achha-hoon-campaign/
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New Delhi: World Toilet Summit 2025
#HGallery

Launch of
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New Delhi: Union Ministers Manohar Lal and C.R. Patil and South Africa’s Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation
Mbangiseni David Mahlobo attend the World Toilet Summit 2025 at Ambedkar International Centre in New Delhi, on
Wednesday, November 19, 2025. (Photo: IANS/Wasim Sarvar)
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New Delhi, on Wednesday, November 19, 2025. (Photo: IANS)

New Delhi: Union Minister Manohar Lal speaks during the World Toilet Summit 2025 at Ambedkar International Centre in
New Delhi, on Wednesday, November 19, 2025. (Photo: IANS)
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New Delhi: Union Minister Manohar Lal and Union Minister C.R. Patil light a ceremonial lamp as South Africa’s Deputy
Minister of Water and Sanitation Mbangiseni David Mahlobo looks on during the World Toilet Summit 2025 at Ambedkar
International Centre in New Delhi, on Wednesday, November 19, 2025. (Photo: IANS)

https://www.socialnews.xyz/2025/11/19/new-delhi-world-toilet-
summit-2025-gallery/
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} ~ PIBin Chandigarh £ @PIBChandigarh - Sh (4 e
“=J The World Toilet Day 2025 theme underscores India’s commitment to
clean and sustainable sanitation.
Sulabh International and the World Toilet Organization opened the 3-day
World Toilet Summit with Union Ministers and global delegates.

#WorldToiletDay2025
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https://x.com/PIBChandigarh/status/1991195096889327704?s=20
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Delhi AajKal & @delhi aajkal - 14h & JETE
World Toilet Summit 2025 Opens in New Delhi with Powerful Global Call
for Sanitation, Dignity, and Climate Resilience

i

The World Toilet Summit 2025—hosted by Sulabh International Social
Service Organisation—opened today at the Dr Ambedkar International
Centre with an
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SISASSS-SA @sa sicas - 21h ()
The World Toilet Summit 2025, graciously hosted by @Sulabhintl, has
officially commenced. This pivotal event aims to advance global sanitation
solutions and foster international collaboration. #WorldToiletSummit
#SanitationForAll
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. Abhishek Singhal & & -
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Today, the minister of Republic of South Africa @David Mahlobol was a
guest at the World Toilet Summit 2025 in New Delhi, along with Union
Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal Khattar @mlkhattar and
Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil @CRPaatil . He set an unique
example of respecting host’s culture and tradition. During the ceremony
when the guests were invited to light the lamp, he saw Patil and Khattar,
who were sitting nearby, taking off their shoes and without a moment's
delay he also took off his shoes and went to light the lamp. However,
upon returning, he had to struggle to put his shoes on because his shoes
had laces. His act of respecting the traditions and culture of his hosts is
truly commendable. In his address, he also conveyed the message of
treating water as currency, using it sparingly, and treating waste as
wealth. Inspiring quotes from Nelson Mandela were also part of his
speech.

Thanks @David Mahlobo1
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IANS
Delhi: Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil says, "l believe today’s
committee will play an even more significant role in the coming days.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, around 12
crore toilets have been constructed and safe drinking water has been
provided to about 15 crore households..."

.‘
2:34 PM - Nov 19, 2025 - 465 Views
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‘Expand public toilet
infra at tourist hubs’

Govt steps up urban sanitation mission

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 19

In a major urban sanita-
tion, the Union housing
and urban affairs ministry
on Wednesday asked urban
local bodies to expand pub-
lic toilet infrastructure at
tourist hubs, high-footfall
zones and religious sites
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission 2.0.

The mission has recom-
mended that these
upgraded facilities be
classified as “aspirational
toilets”, reflecting a shift
towards modern, user-
centric and environmen-
tally sustainable sanita-
tion amenities.

The ministry said that
the initiative aims to signif-
icantly improve the public
toilet experience through
smart features, accessible
design, gender-neutral and
child-friendly amenities,
and green technologies.

Under SBM-U 2.0,
approvals for 29,000 “aspi-
rational toilet” seats have
already been granted,
marking a major push

towards long-term sanita-
tion sustainability.

The newly developed
“aspirational toilets™
were inaugurated in sev-
eral parts of the country
on Wednesday.

Speaking at the World
Toilet Summit, Union
housing and urban affairs
minister Manohar Lal
Khattar called for global
cooperation on swachha-
ta and sustainability.

He said, “Across India
and around the world,
better and cleaner toilet
systems are being put in
place. In our country too,
mindsets are changing -
and must change. After
all, cleanliness is not
judged by a tidy home or
bedroom, but by the con-
dition of one’s toilet.’

The minister stressed
the need for wastewater
treatment, reuse, cleaner
toilets and faster behav-
ioural change. He also
underscored early sanita-
tion habits in children
and the importance of
waste-to-wealth and circu-
larity under the mission.




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

Page No:

) The Hindustan Times 20/11/2025 Delhi

CCM:
2666.17

Govt to install 29k

toilet seats across

10 tourist cities

NEW DELHI: The Union
housing and urban affairs
ministry has set a target of
installing 29,000
“aspirational” toilet seats
over the next year across 10
high-tourist-footfall cities,
including the national
capital. These toilets, the
ministry said will
emphasise modern design,
comfort and inclusivity. The
announcement was made
by the ministry during
World Toilet Summit 2025.
So far, more than 71,000
community toilets have
been built under the
mission since its inception
in 2014,
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Centre push for expansion of ‘Aspirational Toilets’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Union Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal on Wednesday
called for global cooperation on
swachhata and sustainability.
“Across India and around the world,
better and cleaner toilet systems are
being put in place. In our country too,
mindsets are changing and must
change. After all, cleanliness is not
judged by a tidy home or bedroom,
but by the condition of one’s toilet,”
Khattar said speaking at the World
Toilet Summit 2025 hosted by
the Sulabh International Social
Service Organisation.

He stressed the need for waste-
water treatment, reuse, cleaner
toilets and faster behavioural
change. He also underscored early
sanitation habits in children and the
importance of waste-to-wealth and
circularity under Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban.

On the occasion Jal Shakti Minister
C R Paatil said the transformation
reflects both nationwide participa-
tion and sustained Government
backing. He said the Centre support-

sesevn WL LT IR

WORLD TOIL
19 November 2025, New Delhi

ed States in building more than
12 crore toilets across rural and
urban India. “The responsibility lay
with the state Governments and
the Centre assisted by constructing
12 crore toilets across the country,”
Patil said. The minister added that
the massive toilet coverage has
triggered a behavioural shift.
Nearly 5.67 lakh villages across the
country have been declared ODF
Plus, recording a 467 per cent
increase from 1lakh in 2022, accord-

ET ORGANIZATION

ing to official data released by the
Jal Shakti ministry on the occasion
of World Toilet Day on Wednesday.
“Crores of people who earlier prac-
tised open defecation have now
stopped doing so,” he said, crediting
the Swachh Bharat Mission
for turning sanitation into a
mass movement.

The minister said that improved
sanitation has also protected chil-
dren. “Cleanliness has saved the lives
of around 3,00,000 children,” Paatil

said, noting that the Government will
continue to fund the upkeep of the
sanitation infrastructure. Union
Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry
has asked urban local bodies to
expand public toilet infrastructure at
tourist hubs, high-footfall zones and
religious sites under the Swachh
Bharat Mission 2.0, a statement
said on Wednesday. The Mission
has recommended that these
upgraded facilities be classified as
“Aspirational Toilets”, reflecting a
shift towards modern, user-centric
and environmentally sustainable
sanitation amenities.

In the statement, the ministry
said the initiative aims to significant-
ly improve the public toilet experi-
ence through smart features, acces-
sible design, gender-neutral and
child-friendly amenities and green
technologies. Welcoming delegates
at the event, Kumar Dilip, president
of Sulabh International, highlighted
India's pioneering contributions in
sanitation innovation and commu-
nity-led dignity. The session also
saw the release of “The World Toilet
Organisation 25th Anniversary
Commemorative Book”.
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In Durg, two modern 'AkankshaToilets' launched on World Toilet Day

Mayor Alka Bagmar inaugurated by cutting the ribbon, the corporation gave a
new gift to the city dwellers
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5.67 Lakh Villages in the Country Declared 'ODF Plus'
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Cleanliness has a direct connection with health: Dr. Yadav
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World Toilet Summit Begins on World Toilet Day
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Country's 5.67 Lakh Villages Declared 'Open Defecation Free'
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World Toilet Summit 2025: CR Patil said, safe water and sanitation are essential.
The habit of cleanliness must be inculcated from childhood: Manohar Lal
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Emphasis on Water Recycling
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NDMC Vice President Inaugurates Newly Constructed Public Toilet
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AkankshaToilet Inaugurated
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Number of ODF Plus villages reaches 5.67 lakh
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Central Government Approves More Than 29 Thousand Advanced Toilets Across

the Country
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World Toilet Day: Inauguration of 10 Pink Toilets
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Central Government Approves Over 29,000 Advanced Toilets Across the Country
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Inspect the Condition of Public Toilets
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The Central Government has approved over 29,000 improved toilets across the

country

The Central Government has
approved over 29,000 improved
toilets across the country

New Delhi. To further strengthen sanitation facilities, the
Central Government has approved 29,276 improved toilets for
3,920 urban local bodies (ULBs) across the country. Several
improved toilets were inaugurated by local representatives in
various states across the country, while foundation stones were
laid for new toilets in several locations. These toilets were
approved by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban
Development under the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban 2.0.
According to the Ministry, 8 seats have been sanctioned to 1
ULB in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 780 seats to 123 ULBs
in Andhra Pradesh, 20 seats to 48 ULBs in Arunachal Pradesh,
204 seats to 96 ULBs in Assam, 224 seats to 13 ULBs in Bihar,
1002 seats to 156 ULBs in Chhattisgarh and 142 seats to 13
ULBs 1n Goa. 2627 seats have been sanctioned to 201 ULBs in
Gujarat, 56 seats to 51 ULBs in Himachal Pradesh, 375 seats to
80 ULBs in Jammu and Kashmir, 765 seats to 49 ULBs in
Jharkhand, 1223 seats to 313 ULBs in Karnataka, 1138 seats to
93 ULBs in Kerala and 5131 seats to 220 ULBs in Madhya
Pradesh.

In Maharashtra, 4385 seats have been allocated to 356 ULBs,
in Manipur 29 seats to 27 ULBs, in Mizoram 86 seats to 23
ULBs, in Nagaland 16 seats to 19 ULBs, in Odisha 355 seats
to 114 ULBs, in Punjab 1912 seats to 166 ULBs, in Rajasthan
888 seats to 72 ULBs and in Sikkim 26 seats to 6 ULBs. In
Tamil Nadu, 3762 seats have been approved to 649 ULBs, in
Telangana 1357 seats to 141 ULBs, in Uttar Pradesh 1307 seats
to 762 ULBs and in West Bengal 1458 seats have been
approved to 128 ULBs.
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Sanitation: Collective Responsibility for Dignity and Planet

Sanitation: Collective Responsibility

MoHUA Launches ‘Toilet Paas Hai’ &
‘Main Saaf Hi Achha Hoon’—Advocacy Drive to
Champion Responsible Toilet Use

for Dignity and Planet

“Sanitation: Collective Responsibility
for Dignity and Planet”

— The World Toilet Day 2025 theme
echoes India’s holistic approach, inte-
grating cleanliness, dignity, and envi-
ronmental stewardship. Aligning with
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision, India has made signifi-
cant progress in expanding universal
and sustainable access to these essen-
tial services. On the occasion of World
Toilet Day, Sulabh International &
World Toilet Organization kickstarted
3-day World Toilet summit with global
stakeholders to accelerate sustainable
sanitation, in the presence of Union
Minister for Housing and Urban
Affairs, Shri Manohar Lal & Union
Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil.
Deputy Minister, David Mahlobo
(Water & Sanitation, South Africa),
ambassadors from Sri Lanka and
Bhutan and representatives from 25
countries and representatives from
leading organizations like HUL,
BMGF, World Bank participated in the
Summit.

Responding to the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s clarion call for swachhata in
2014 under the Swachh Bharat
Mission, India was declared Open
Defecation Free within a span of 5
years in 2019 — a remarkable mile-
stone. The construction of toilets in
every household has ensured not only
cleanliness and safety but also dignity,
education, and greater participation of
women and girl students in society.
Rapid urbanisation and rising migra-
tion are intensifying sanitation chal-
lenges in cities, increasing the demand
for high-quality toilets. With climate
change putting additional strain on
global WASH systems, it is becoming

Sulabh International & World Toilet Organization kickstart 3-day

World Toilet Summit in collaboration with MoHUA and DDWS to
accelerate sustainable sanitation and circular economy practices

vital to adopt climate-resilient and sus-
tainable sanitation solutions. The UN’s
SDG-6 recognises clean water and
sanitation as a fundamental human
right.

With the launch of Swachh Bharat
Mission—-Urban (SBM-U) 2.0, India
entered a new phase of urban sanita-
tion - the journey from ODF to
ODF++ and most importantly safe san-
itation. As city populations grew, the
demand for public toilets rose sharply.
It became vital to strengthen design
and sustainable management of both
solid and liquid waste. Following the
achievements of ODF and ODF+, the
focus was on ensuring all cities
achieve ODF++ status, which man-
dates safe sanitation and comprehen-
sive faccal sludge management.

As per 2024 Joint Monitoring
Programme (JMP) report by WHO and
UNICEF, nearly 55 million urban resi-
dents in India have gained access to
safely managed, improved sanitation
facilities in just the past two years —a
population roughly equivalent to that
of France or Italy. These enhanced san-
itation services have also played a sig-
nificant role in reducing infant and
under-five mortality rates.
Recognizing India’s diverse and chal-
lenging geographical conditions, sani-
tation and toilet facilities have been
developed to meet regional needs. In
this context, the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs has advanced the
Swachh Bharat Mission in close coor-

dination with missions such as
AMRUT and Namami Gange. This
includes the implementation of several
initiatives, such as establishing sewage
treatment facilities along coastal and
river areas.

To elevate urban sanitation, several
startups have been engaged to intro-
duce innovative solutions across cities.
To encourage such efforts, the
‘Swachhata Startup Challenge” was
launched with a focus on technology
and architectural design, along with a
dedicated “Toilet Design Challenge.’
Strengthening institutional capacity is
also a key priority, and in 2024, under
SBM-U 2.0, significant MoUs were
signed. MoHUA signed an MoU part-
nering with HUL to develop PPP mod-
els for community toilets. The
Ministry also partnered with Sulabh
International to support the construc-
tion and efficient maintenance of toi-
lets in high-footfall areas.

SBM-U 2.0 is now encouraging all
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to expand
public toilet (PT) infrastructure at
tourist destinations, high-footfall
areas, and religious sites to meet grow-
ing sanitation needs. It has also been
recommended that these facilities be
classified as “Aspirational Toilets.”
The Mission aims to significantly
enhance the user experience of public
toilet services, supported by innova-
tive models and solutions designed to
ensure their long-term sustainability.
So far, 29,000 Aspirational Toilet seats

have been given approval under SBM-
U 2.0. Click Here to Know More.
Across the nation, aspirational toilets
were Inaugurated today. Indore
Municipal Corporation inaugurated a
newly constructed public toilet at
Nehru Park, led by Mayor
Pushyamitra Bhargav and
Commissioner Dilip Kumar Yadav.
Lucknow Mayor, Smt. Sushma
Kharkwal inaugurated the newly built
public toilet near Chowk Stadium. The
event saw the presence of councillors,
officials and citizens.

At the World Toilet Summit 2025,
Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal
called for global cooperation on
swachhata and sustainability. He said,
“Across India and around the world,
better and cleaner toilet systems are
being put in place. In our country too,
mindsets are changing — and must
change. After all, cleanliness is not
judged by a tidy home or bedroom, but
by the condition of one’s toilet”, He
stressed the need for wastewater treat-
ment, reuse, cleaner toilets, and faster
behavioural change. He also under-
scored early sanitation habits in chil-
dren and the importance of waste-to-
wealth and circularity under Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban.

Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri
C.R. Patil, highlighted the transfor-
mative impact of toilets on the lives
of women, stressing that rural toilet
construction has strengthened their
dignity, safety, pride, and honour.

“Safe sanitation and safe water are
essential—and it all begins with
access to toilet. In rural areas, 12
crore toilets have been constructed.
With access to clean and safe toilets,
annual deaths caused by diarrhoca
have been prevented, saving the lives
of nearly 3 lakh children every year”,
he added.

Marking the World Toilet Day,
MoHUA launched ‘Toilet Paas Hai’ &
“Main Saaf Hi Achha Hoon’ - a year-
long advocacy drive to champion
responsible toilet use. It is aimed at
promoting responsible toilet use and
hygiene habits across communities. A
range of advisories and training
resources have also been released to
strengthen urban sanitation efforts,
including specialised training module
- CT&PT Guide: Commonly occur-
ring gaps and solutions for Design of
Public Toilets, Intent by cities for
HUL-Suvidha centres, engaging
Behaviour Change Communication to
develop good sanitation habits at an
early stage in children - Swachh
Aadatein- 21 Dinon ka Swachh Aadat
Prashikshan Pathyakram.

The Inaugural Session of the World
Toilet Day Summit saw participation
from government, industry, interna-
tional organisations, academia, inno-
vators, and entreprencurs will help
chart a roadmap for a sustainable san-
itation future. The following 2 days
will cover deliberations on circular
economy and climate-positive sanita-
tion, financing models and innovative
partnerships, inclusive design, con-
struction, and O&M, technology solu-
tions and capacity building for ULBs
and elevating safety and dignity of
SafaiMitras.
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World Toilet Day: Clean Toilet Campaign
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Inauguration of New Toilets on World Toilet Day
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