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Swachh Shehar Jodi: MOHUA rolls out massive urban waste
management mentorship initiative, nearly 300 cities sign MoU

New Delhi [India], September 27 (ANI): The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has
launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative, a structured mentorship and collaborative
action program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities, the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs said in a release on Saturday.

Based on their recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities
have been identified as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities.
Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban (SBM-U), Union Minister Manohar Lal
rolled out the SSJ initiative.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the mentor and mentee cities in
a national event at Sonipat, the ministry added.

The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured mentorship
frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to foster knowledge and
experience sharing, peer learning and transforming best practices in sanitation and waste
management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan--the world's largest urban sanitation survey--
several cities have consistently demonstrated exceptional performance, high citizen
engagement, and resilient governance despite leadership and operational challenges.

This has prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and replicating these best practices in other
cities. In line with this, the Super Swachh League was introduced in this year's Swachh
Survekshan (SS).

Cities that ranked 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were inducted as top performers
across five population categories in the league. The idea was to encourage top-performing
cities to strive for higher aspirational standards, while also motivating other cities to improve
and aim for top ranks.

The mentor cities are the top-performing cities that are part of the Super Swachh League, the
top three cities featured across population categories in SS 2024, and promising clean cities
that emerged across States/UTs as part of SS 2024. Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest
ranks in their State's latest SS cumulative rankings, considering their geographical proximity to
their paired mentor cities.




On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative, officially pairing mentor
and mentee cities. The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well-performing cities to
replicate their best practices.

The Ministry has launched a 100-day program to showcase the impact of city-to-city
mentorship in driving urban transformation. During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will
collaboratively develop action plans with clearly defined milestones - focusing on experience
sharing and knowledge transfer.

MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure effective
implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This initiative is supported under the
capacity-building component of the Swachh Bharat Mission.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the presence of all
participating cities and their political executive heads, thus marking the beginning of a 100-day
phase of creating a dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding,
which will be evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.(ANI)

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/swachh-shehar-jodi-mohua-rolls-out-
massive-urban-waste-management-mentorship-initiative-nearly-300-cities-sign-
mou20250927193013/?amp=1
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Swachh Shehar Jodi programme rolled out to mentor
cities lagging in cleanliness performance

NEW DELHI: (Sep 27) The Central government on
Saturday rolled out the Swachh Shehar Jodi
Initiative, a structured mentorship and collaborative
action programme involving 72 mentor and around
200 mentee cities under the Swachh Bharat

Mission-Urban scheme.

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar
Lal launched the initiative at Sonipat in the presence
of Minister of State Tokhan Sahu and Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini.

Nearly 300 agreements were signed between the
mentor and mentee cities, the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry (MoHUA) said in a statement.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/swachh-shehar-jodi-programme-rolled-
out-to-mentor-cities-lagging-in-cleanliness-performance/2955727
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Unity, spirit of "Antyodaya' necessary to clean cities:
Union Minister Khattar

SONIPAT (HARYANA): (Sep 27) Union Minister of
Power, Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal
Khattar on Saturday said Indian cities can be made
clean and garbage-free only through unity and the
spirit of 'Antyodaya’. While addressing a gathering
at the launch of the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS))
Initiative at the [IT Education City campus here, he
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi's launch of the
"Swachh Bharat Mission" in 2014 carried forward

Mahatma Gandhi's resolve.

He said the programme aims to foster collaboration

between cities to improve urban sanitation.

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, speaking
on the occasion via video conference from Karnal,
sald Haryana will play a leading role in this initiative.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/national/unity-spirit-of-antyodaya-necessary-to-
clean-cities-union-minister-khattar/2956006
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'Swachh Shehar Jodi' launched to help 200
cities manage solid waste

The government launched the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' programme to help 200 cities
effectively manage municipal solid waste. This initiative pairs 72 mentor cities with 200
mentee cities, enabling them to learn and replicate best practices. Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Manohar Lal Khattar described it as a structured, outcome-driven
mentorship for urban waste management.

Read Less

NEW DELHI: In an initiative aimed at
helping around 200 cities effectively
manage and process their municipal
solid waste, govt on Saturday launched
'Swachh Shehar Jodi' (SSJ) programme.

The initiative officially pairs mentor

cities with mentee cities, allowing the
latter to directly learn from and

replicate best practices of well-performing cities.

Rolling out the first such structured mentorship and collaborative action
programme, involving 72 mentor cities and 200 mentee cities, housing and urban
affairs minister Manohar Lal Khattar said the aim is to ensure that "every city

benefits from the collective knowledge pool of Swachh Bharat Mission". The

minister said, "Swachh Shehar Jodi is not just a ceremonial partnership. It is one
of the largest structured, time-bound and outcome-driven mentorship

arrangements in urban waste management sector."

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/swachh-shehar-jodi-launched-to-help-200-cities-manage-
solid-waste/articleshow/124187481.cms
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Swachh Shehar Jodi: Govt rolls out massive
urban waste management mentorship
initiative

Based on their recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities have been identified
as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities.

The SSJ is a structured mentorship and collaborative action program involving 72 mentor cities and
around 200 mentee cities.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) on Saturday launched the
Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS]) initiative. The SSJ is a structured mentorship and
collaborative action program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee

cities.




Based on their recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-
performing cities have been identified as mentor cities and paired with low-

performing mentee cities.

“The S§]J initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured
mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to foster
knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming hest practices

in sanitation and waste management across urban India,” the release said.

Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative

Last month, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative. In a statement, the
ministry stated: “The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well performing cities
to replicate their best practices. The Ministry has launched a 100-day program, to
showcase the impact of city-to-city mentorship in driving urban transformation.
During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop action
plans with clearly defined milestones — focusing on experience sharing and

knowledge transfer.”

Nearly 300 cities sign MoUs

“Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the presence of
all participating cities and their political executive heads, thus marking the
beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform for knowledge-
sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be evaluated in Swachh
Survekshan 2026,” the PIB release said.

https://indianexpress.com/article/news-today/swachh-shehar-jodi-govt-rolls-out-massive-urban-waste-
management-mentorship-initiative-10275011/
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Swachh Shehar Jodi: Ahmedabad, Surat,
Vadodara & Gandhinagar selected as
Mentor Cities

The programme aims to "strengthen sanitation standards under the nationwide rollout of the Swachh Sheher Jodi
initiative of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0"

L

Swachh Shehar Jodi

A Swachh Bharat Urban Initiative

Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara and Gandhinagar have been selected as Mentor Cities to guide 20 towns
in achieving visible cleanliness by sharing 100-days strategy (X/@mlkhattar)

As part of the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS]) of the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA)- a structured mentorship and collaborative action programme
involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities across the country —
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara and Gandhinagar have been selected as Mentor Cities

to guide 20 towns in achieving visible cleanliness by sharing 100-days strategy.




A simultaneous programme of signing the MoUs with mentee cities was held in
Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC), Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC),
Surat Municipal Corporation (SMC) and Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation (GMC).
The programme aims to “strengthen sanitation standards under the nationwide
rollout of the Swachh Sheher Jodi initiative of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0”.

VMC Commissioner Arun Mahesh Babu and Deputy Mayor Chirag Barot signed
MoUs with newly created Surendranagar Municipal Corporation as well as four
Municipalities of Savli, Sihor, Jamraval and Limbdi for mentorship while AMC
signed the MoUs with the Municipalities of Sanand, Wankaner, Salaya, Mundra and

Ranavav.

SMC also inked the MoUs with the Municipalities of Mandvi, Palitana, Vallabhipur,
Chalala and Savarkundla as its mentees while GMC will mentor the Municipalities

of Vadnagar, Jamjodhpur, Maliya, Kutiyana and Sikka.

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/swachh-shehar-jodi-ahmedabad-surat-vadodara-
gandhinagar-selected-as-mentor-cities-10275690/
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Khattar launches Swachh Shehar Jodi programme
to boost urban sanitation

The launch event in Sonipat witnessed the simultaneous signing of MoUs between
mentor and mentee cities nationwide.

Union housing and urban affairs (MoHUA) minister Manohar Lal Khattar on
Saturday launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) programme under the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U), describing it as a “non-ceremonial, outcome-driven
initiative ensuring that no city is left behind in sanitation metrics”.

e Heeron

———— —

Swachh Shehar Jodi

A Swachh Bharat Urban Initiative

® “Roll Out Of Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative

The launch event in Sonipat witnessed the simultaneous signing of memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) between mentor and mentee cities nationwide. As of
Saturday, 21 states and 57 mentor cities have joined to guide a total of 163 mentee
cities.
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Among the pairings, Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh will guide Chintalapudi,
Akiveedu, and Narasapur, while in Gujarat, Ahmedabad mentors Sanand and
Wankaner, and Surat supports Mandvi and Palitana. In Odisha, Bhubaneswar
mentors Kendrapara and Debagarh, and Chandigarh serves as mentor to Panchkula.

SSJis astructured mentorship and collaborative action programme designed to
enable knowledge transfer, peer learning, and replication of best practices in waste
management and urban cleanliness, the government said in a statement. Seventy-
two top-performing mentor cities, identified on the basis of their Swachh
Survekshan rankings, have been paired with about 200 lower-ranked mentee cities.

MoHUA had laid the framework for the initiative on 26 August 2025, issuing
guidelines formalising the mentor-mentee pairings. Under a 100-day pilot phase,
each pair will jointly prepare action plans with specific milestones to address urban
waste management challenges. The programme’s effectiveness will be monitored
and evaluated during the Swachh Survekshan 2026 rankings, officials said.

The SSJ programme will focus on eight key areas: visible cleanliness, waste
segregation and transport, scientific processing of waste, access to sanitation, used
water management, mechanised desludging, citizen advocacy, and grievance
redressal.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/khattar-launches-swachh-shehar-jodi-programme-to-
boost-urban-sanitation-101758979090249.html
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Khattar unveils programme for cities to improve
swachh record

Manohar Lal Khattar launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi programme, pairing 72
mentor cities with 200 mentee cities to enhance urban cleanliness and waste
management.

Union ministry of housing and urban affairs Manohar Lal Khattar on Saturday
inaugurated the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) programme, a mentorship and
collaborative action programme intended to enable knowledge transfer, peer
learning, and replication of best practices in waste management and urban
cleanliness.

Under this programme, which comes under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
(SBM-U) mission, 72 top-performing “mentor” cities — identified based on their
Swachh Survekshan rankings — have been paired with approximately 200 lower-
ranked “mentee” cities.

“The programme is a non-ceremonial, outcome-driven initiative ensuring that no city
is left behind in sanitation metrics,” Khattar said at the launch event in Sonipat,
Haryana. The event saw simultaneous signing of Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) between mentor and mentee cities nationwide. Haryana chief minister
Nayab Singh Saini, state urban development ministers, mayors, and municipal
commissioners were among the dignitaries present. As of Saturday, 21 states and 57
cities have signed up as mentor cities to guide a total of 163 mentee cities.

Among them are Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh which will guide Chintalapudi,
Akiveedu, and Narasapur, among others. In Gujarat, Ahmedabad will mentor Sanand
and Wankaner, while Surat will support Mandvi and Palitana. Bhubaneswar in
Odisha will mentor Kendrapara and Debagarh, and Chandigarh will serve as a
mentor to Panchkula.
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The framework for the initiative was laid out on August 26 when MoHUA issued
guidelines formalising the pairing of mentor and mentee cities. As part of a 100-day
pilot phase, each city pair will jointly prepare action plans with clearly defined
milestones to address urban waste management challenges. The efficacy of the
program will be monitored and later evaluated in the Swachh Survekshan 2026
rankings, officials aware of the details said.

The programme has eight focus areas, including visible cleanliness, waste
segregation and transport, scientific processing of waste, access to sanitation, used
water management, mechanised desludging, citizen advocacy, and grievance
redressal.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/khattar-unveils-programme-for-cities-to-improve-
swachh-record-101758998114694-amp.html
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Unity spirit of 'Antyodaya’
necessary to clean cities Union
Minister Khattar

Sonipat (Haryana), Sep 27 (PTI) Union Minister of Power, Housing
and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal Khattar on Saturday said Indian
cities can be made clean and garbage-free only through unity and
the spirit of 'Antyodaya’. While addressing a gathering at the
launch of the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS]) Initiative at the IIT Education
City campus here, he said Prime Minister Narendra Modi's launch of
the "Swachh Bharat Mission" in 2014 carried forward Mahatma
Gandhi's resolve.

He said the programme aims to foster collaboration between cities
to improve urban sanitation.

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, speaking on the
occasion via video conference from Karnal, said Haryana will play a
leading role in this initiative.

Five municipal corporations each from Sonipat and Karnal have
been paired under the programme. The chief minister thanked
Khattar for initiating this collaborative effort to make India's cities
cleaner.

Khattar shared that under the SSJ initiative, 72 mentor cities and
around 200 mentee cities have been paired.
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This is the largest city-twinning framework in the field of urban
waste management to date. Cities were selected based on the latest
Swachh Survekshan survey, with high-performing cities designated
as mentors and those requiring improvement as mentees, he said.

Pairings were made based on geographical proximity and
performance gaps to ensure practical and relevant knowledge
exchange, Khattar said.

During the national programme, all participating cities signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs), with municipal officers and
political representatives present, marking the occasion as historic.

The Union minister highlighted the ministry's Super Swachh
League (SSL), established to recognise consistent performers in
Swachh Survekshan 2022, 2023, and 2024.

Top three cities in five population categories have been included in
this league and will form the foundation of mentor cities, while
mentee cities are drawn from lower-ranked states, ensuring a
practical, peer-learning approach, he said.

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2025/09/27/des81-hr-swachh-city-khattar.html
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MoHUA inaugurates Swachh Shehar Jodi scheme
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Swachh Shch:nr Jodi

SONIPAT: In a first-ever initiative to improve urban sanitation and waste management, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has rolled out the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJT)
programme, a large-scale mentorship and collaborative action initiative under the Swachh
Bharat Mission—Urban (SBM-U).

The programme pairs 72 high-performing “mentor” cities with approximately 200 “mentee”
cities with the goal of sharing experiences, scaling up best practices, and enabling peer

learning.

Union Minister Manohar Lal formally launched the programme at a national function in
Sonipat, accompanied by Minister of State Tokhan Sahu, Haryana

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, urban development ministers from various states, mayors,
commissioners, and MoHUA Secretary S Katikithala.

https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/union-minister-ravneet-singh-inaugurates-newly-built-railway-

colony-in-ludhiana-629121
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Swachh Shehar Jodi: 21g$t 3rafe yee & AT IveahpR it
100 feaa ggd, 300 2N & @NT TATE U= AHFHT

TOUYS! Ugd il 3T hed he 1 H3it A1 AT WeR | - Biel : PIB

She G A B UFAT s & fiw 100 feaeita uger &Y g1 smaras iR Ugdt sl

HATAT (THIMNTTYY) 7 TS TR STST (THQHST) HRIhH L% AT 81 39 dgd 72
QTERT 3R FHTRT 200 Y G BT JeAichT [chdT ST | TS TAeToT IchiT H A
gTfeTar UG o MR WR, MY Ugefe e aTel QT8 ohl UgdT TRefh g h T |
hI 718 & 3R I8 hH UG A drel U T & F1Y SiieT T 3
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T URd B - 218 (TOeed-g) & dgd TauTs Ugd $l ST Hhalg ST
3R 218t S H3ll AAIER ATl = STarEH 3R M-l SR AsFH3 dig= 41g, gRamn &
gt Arge g 3, fafrs asat & waed e #:i, Agri, smged, smara+ iR
9edt B HaATer & IiRig ud. wfefdaer 6 sufRfa & it vaugst uga et smufIe
e & &7 H g9 92 TS 3R IafRld wHef e & @ Ueh &1 39T 32T 7H
T SAHAl chl HIST AT, ehHI gIRT fALIUT 3R AT HRA | TeddT Ud Sufe
yeeH O Gafdd gaiy erRiyunferd &t sga-T gl

et w3t AER AT A el fob e WRA AL &Y vra=r gaen a+ff faurea! 6
1T 3R aFadr & FAAfor R hi=d @l g1 98 Ush gamash A g, STei gq 99 e
Iy Jeiil | WS YR VI hddl U SUaTRe ISRt 18l 8, dfeth I8 U
Tgeg 3R URUI-3E Ugd &1 I8 AT SMUFAE Ueied & &7 # qad gof de
IafRId Ud qHTeg WALl crawimsi # & Ueh g

T3 § ggaiel ®Y F A gid g, AT 3R 88 i #31ed & |fa gd
picfeherer A wer for Taeast FH-areeaneor, wwmef 3R Anfest= &1 e nfashe 5=
g1 SHHI 382T W ¢ foh U UfAg] AR TAAW AT § HEh? 304 Weeval Gajeft
TRUTH] &l g He

26 31T 2025 oht T 3R T8 I HATT 3 THTHS Ugd & Jaferd feenfagsr
SR fhT | g9 dgd SMfaehiRes diR IR TRefeh 3R UfNeg rest ot Sl srg 18 | ufevg]
B ! 37T UG T et M8 o F1 Hiem dueh e difh & Ieht Tatad
Ayl Y 37T Tab |

T8 URad ot 7Tfd & H UgR-ar-218R URTHST & U9Ta ot UefRfd e & folq Harer A
100-feer e ShRishA = fohaT 81 39 MY o SR, Uich HR&Teh-UTRe] AR hI st
9 IS R 3R FH FHITRUT IR ehiwsd 3R WE &Y F GRHINA c16di & T
PR I fAepfaa et
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ATy 3R e SR ety fAf e Il & W g TSl o UTd! Shraf<ra— o
gfAa oA gg orITde faem 3R AifTa-TaR Sl TeradT UM & W YRd
e Y mar Ao uga & dgd 3@ 9grdr UeH &Y ST 3@t 2l

Tt WieR AR 3R Ik ISt hrRiRR U@l Sl ufRAfd d g1 wR | U 91y
ST 300 THSHIAT ATYAT UR gXA1eR fohQ Y 3R 39 YehR FH-ATSHIEh 0T, ARG
3R TgrrT & g e nfaefter 59 = & 100-feawitr @vur fi gwamd g%, ST

Hodich T Faerur 2026 # famar sam|

https://www.amarujala.com/india-news/swachh-shehar-jodi-mohua-plan-urban-waste-mgmt-people-

of-300-cities-to-share-experiences-minister-manohar-lal-2025-09-27
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Top-performing cities in Swachh
Survekshan rankings to guide
underperforming cities

The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well performing cities to replicate
their best practices.
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NEW DELHI: Top-performing cities in the Swachh Survekshan rankings will
guide cities that have been unable to achieve desired success under Swachh
Survekshan, an annual urban sanitation and cleanliness survey.
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The survey was conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA). For the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ]) initiative -- a structured
mentorship and collaborative action programme, the ministry has identified
72 mentors and over 200 mentee cities.

Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U), Union
Minister Manohar Lal rolled out the SSJ initiative on Saturday. The SSJ
initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured
mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to
foster knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming
best practices in sanitation and waste management across urban India, said
ministry officials.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan—the world’s largest urban
sanitation survey—several cities have consistently demonstrated
exceptional performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient
governance despite leadership and operational challenges.

This has prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and replicating best
practices in other cities. On this line, the Super Swachh League was
introduced in this year’s Swachh Survekshan (SS).

Cities that ranked top three positions in the SS ranking in 2022, 2023, and
2024 were included as top performers across five population categories and
were inducted in the league.

The idea was to encourage top-performing cities to strive for higher
aspirational standards, while also motivating other cities to improve and
aim for top ranks
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“The mentor cities are the top-performing cities that are part of the Super
Swachh League, top three cities that are featured across population
categories in SS 2024 and promising clean cities that emerged across
States/UTs as part of SS 2024. Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest
ranks in their State’s latest SS cumulative rankings, considering their
geographical proximity to their paired mentor cities,” said officials.

Speaking at the launch of the initiative in Sonepat in Haryana, Manohar Lal
emphasised the spirit of Antyodaya—where no city is left behind, and every
city benefits from the collective knowledge pool of the Mission.

“The spirit of Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), has always focused on building
capacity and capabilities for all stakeholders -- an inclusive Mission, where
all walk together. SS] is not just a ceremonial partnership - it is a time-
bound and outcome-driven initiative. It is among the largest structured and
time-bound mentorship arrangements in the urban waste management
sector,” he said.

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA S Katikithala said, “SS] is a
dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding.
The aim is clear that every mentee city should improve their swachhata
outcome by learning from the best cities.”

On August 26, MoHUA had released guidelines for the SSJ initiative,
officially pairing mentor and mentee cities.

The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well performing cities to
replicate their best practices. The Ministry has launched a 100-day program
to showcase the impact of city-to-city mentorship in driving urban
transformation.

During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop
action plans with clearly defined milestones, focusing on experience
sharing and knowledge transfer.

23




MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure
effective implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This is
being supported under the capacity-building initiative of the SBM.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the
presence of all participating cities and their political executive heads,
marking the beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform
for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be
evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2025/Sep/27/top-performing-cities-in-swachh-survekshan-
rankings-to-guide-underperforming-cities
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Khattar launches 'Swachh Shehar Jodi’ initiative from
Sonepat

SWACHH SHEHAR JODI

UNDER - SWACHH BHARAT MISSION URBAN
Chief Guest

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini at the signing of an MoU between the MCs under “Swachh Shehar Jodi" campaign on
Saturday. Tribune photo

Union Minister for Urban Development Manohar Lal Khattar on Saturday
launched the ‘Swachh Shehar Jodi’ (SSJ) initiative to clean cities across the
country in Sonepat on Saturday. Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini also joined the
programme from Karnal through video-conferencing. He said Haryana would play

a leading role in the SSJ initiative.

Addressing the gathering, Khattar said we had to make the cities of the country
clean and dirt-free with the spirit of unity and antyodya. The Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, had given two ideas - political freedom and other cleanliness.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi carried forward the idea of cleanliness by
launching the Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan in 2014, he said. A total of 72 mentor
cities and around 200 mentee cities had been added across the country under
the SSJ initiative, he added.

It will be the largest ever city-twinning framework in urban waste management,
the Union Minister said.

Khattar further said the selection of the cities had been made on the basis of
the recent Swachh Survekshan. Under this SSJ initiative, the best performing
cities have been made mentors, while the cities in need of improvement have
been selected as mentees. Each mentor-mentee pair has been formed on the
basis of geographical proximity and performance difference so that the
knowledge exchanges to be more relevant and practical, he said.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between all participating
cities during the national event. “In view of the continued successes of the
Swachh Survekshan, the Union Ministry has also set up the Super Swachh
League. The top three ranked cities in the five population categories in the
survey 2022, 2023, and 2024 have been included in this league,” Khattar said.

These cities will act as mentor in the SCHW framework. The mentee cities had
been selected from the cities at the bottom of the cumulative ranking of states to
develop a practical and peer-based learning model, he added. The Ministry for
Housing and Urban Affairs has launched a 100-day action plan by issuing official
guidelines for the SSJ initiative on August 26. During the period, each city pair
will create a joint action plan with clear goals and milestones. This effort will be
evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026, Khattar said.
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The Sonepat Municipal Corporation signed MoUs with Pataudi, Farrukhnagar,
Kundli, Narnaul and Hodal municipalities while the Karnal Municipal Corporation
sighed MoUs with Siwan, Ismailabad, Kanawali, Narnaund and Rajaund
municipalities to support in cleanliness in presence Khattar.

The Union Minister also launched a Swachhta song written by Shailendra and
sung by Amit Trivedi and Shreya Ghoshal. The union minister also spoke to
Urban Local Bodies (ULB) Minister Kailash Vijayvargiya of Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh’s ULB Minister Anil Kumar Sharma during the programme. MLAs
Krishna Gahlawat and Nikhil Madaan; Mayor Rajiv Jain; Rupa Mishra, Joint
Secretary, Urban Development Ministry; Vikas Gupta, Commissioner and
Secretary, ULB; DC Sushil Sarwan; and MC Commissioner Harshit Kumar were

present during the programme.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/khattar-launches-swachh-shahar-jodi-initiative-from-
sonepat
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Swachh Shehar Jodi: MoHUA Rolls Out Massive Urban
Waste Management Mentorship Initiative
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Swachh
Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative, a structured mentorship and collaborative action
program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities. Based on their
recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities have
been identified as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities.
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Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-U), Union Minister
Manohar Lal rolled out the SSJ initiative in the presence of MoS, MoHUA, Tokhan
Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD ministers from various States, Mayors,
Commissioners, Secretary MoHUA, S. Katikithala. A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between the mentor and mentee cities in a national event at

Sonipat.

The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured
mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to foster
knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming best practices in

sanitation and waste management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan, the world’s largest urban
sanitation survey, several cities have consistently demonstrated exceptional
performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient governance despite leadership
and operational challenges. This has prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and

replicating these best practices in other cities.

In line with this, the Super Swachh League was introduced in this year's Swachh
Survekshan (SS). Cities that ranked 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were
included as top performers across five population categories in the league. The idea
was to encourage top-performing cities to strive for higher aspirational standards,

while also motivating other cities to improve and aim for top ranks

The mentor cities are the top-performing cities that are part of the Super Swachh
League, the top three cities that are featured across population categories in SS
2024 and promising clean cities that emerged across States/UTs as part of SS 2024.
Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest ranks in their State’s latest SS
cumulative rankings, considering their geographical proximity to their paired

mentor cities.
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Speaking at the launch event of the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat, Union
Minister Manohar Lal emphasised the spirit of Antyodaya, where no city is left
behind, and every city benefits from the collective knowledge pool of the Mission.
He said, "the spirit of Swachh Bharat Mission has always focused on building
capacity and capabilities for all stakeholders - this is an inclusive Mission, where we
all walk together. SSJ is not just a ceremonial partnership - it is a time-bound and
outcome-driven initiative. It is among the largest structured and time-bound

mentorship arrangements in the urban waste management sector."

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA, S Katikithala said, "SSJ is a dynamic
platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding. The aim is clear that
every mentee city should improve their swachhata outcome by learning from the

best cities."

On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative, officially
pairing mentor and mentee cities. The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well-
performing cities to replicate their best practices. The Ministry has launched a 100-
day program to showcase the impact of city-to-city mentorship in driving urban
transformation. During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively
develop action plans with clearly defined milestones - focusing on experience

sharing and knowledge transfer.

MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure effective
implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This is being supported
under the capacity building initiative of the Swachh Bharat Mission. Nearly 300
MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the presence of all
participating cities and their political executive heads, thus marking the beginning
of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing,
mentoring, and handholding, which will be evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.

https://www.thedailyjagran.com/india/swachh-shehar-jodi-mohua-rolls-out-massive-urban-waste-
management-mentorship-initiative-10269983
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs Rolls Out
Massive Urban Waste Management Mentorship
Initiative

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has initiated the Swachh Shehar Jodi
(SSJ) program, pairing 72 mentor cities with approximately 200 mentee cities to
enhance urban sanitation efforts.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Swachh
Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative, a structured mentorship and collaborative action
program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities. Based on their
recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities
have been identified as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee
=hies. Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-U), Unio

ster, Shri Manohar Lal rolled out the SSJ initiative in the presence of MoS,
MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD ministers from
various States, Mayors, Commissioners, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the mentor and
mentee cities in a national event at Sonipat.
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Swachh Shehar Jodi

A Swachh Bharat Urban Initiative

Manohar Lal rolled out the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative with the signing of MoUs between 72 Mentor
Cities and nearly 200 Mentee Cities in Sonipat today.

The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured
mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to foster

knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming best practices
in sanitation and waste management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan—the world’s largest urban
sanitation survey—several cities have consistently demonstrated exceptional
performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient governance despite
leadership and operational challenges. This has prompted ongoing discussions on
scaling and replicating these best practices in other cities. In line with this, the

er Swachh League was introduced in this year’s Swachh Survekshan (SS).

s that ranked 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were included @&

performers across five population categories were inducted in the league. U
idea was to encourage top-performing cities to strive for higher aspirational
standards, while also motivating other cities to improve and aim for top ranks
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The mentor cities are the top performing cities that are part of the Super Swachh
League, top three cities that are featured across population categories in SS 2024
and Promising clean cities that emerged across States/UTs as part of SS 2024.
Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest ranks in their State’s latest SS
cumulative rankings, considering their geographical proximity to their paired

ator cities. Nex
| o _ n >
aking at the launch event of Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat, Unio
Minister, Shri Manohar Lal, emphasized on the spirit of Antyodaya—where no city
is left behind, and every city benefits from the collective knowledge pool of the
Mission. He said, “the spirit of Swachh Bharat Mission, has always focused on
building capacity and capabilities for all stakeholders - this is an inclusive Mission,
where we all walk together. SS] is not just a ceremonial partnership - it is time-
bound and outcome-driven initiative. It is among the largest structured and time-
bound mentorship arrangements in the urban waste management sector.”

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S, Katikithala said, "SSJ is a
dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding. The aim is

clear that every mentee city should improve their swachhata outcome by learning
from the best cities.”

On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative, officially
W|aling mentor and mentee cities. The mentee cities will get direct exposure t
& performing cities to replicate their best practices. The Ministry has launch

a 100-day program, to showcase the impact of city-to-city mentorship in driving
urban transformation. During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will
collaboratively develop action plans with clearly defined milestones - focusing on
experience sharing and knowledge transfer.

MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure effective
implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This is being supported
under the capacity building initiative of the Swachh Bharat Mission.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the presence of
all participating cities and their political executive heads, thus marking the
beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform for knowledge-
sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be evaluated in Swachh
Survekshan 2026.

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/ministry-of-housing-and-urban-affairs-rolls-out-massive-urban-
waste-management-mentorship-initiative-article-152903051/amp
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Swachh Shehar Jodi programme rolled out
to mentor cities lagging in cleanliness
performance

NEW DELHI, Sep 27: The Central Government today rolled out the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative, a
structured mentorship and collaborative action programme involving 72 mentor and around 200

mentee cities under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban scheme.

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal launched the initiative at Sonipat in the

presence of Minister of State Tokhan Sahu and Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini.

Nearly 300 agreements were signed between the mentor and mentee cities, the Union Housing

and Urban Affairs Ministry (MoHUA) said in a statement.

Under the initiative, 72 top-performing cities, selected from the Super Swachh League and
Swachh Survekshan 2024 rankings, 7have been designated as mentor cities to guide the mentee

cities that have lagged in sanitation performance.

The mentor and mentee cities were paired based on their geographical proximity within the same

states, the ministry said.

In July, the government’'s annual cleanliness survey named Ahmedabad as the cleanest big city,

followed by Bhopal and Lucknow.

Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai and Vijayawada were elevated to a newly formed 'Super Swachh

League Cities’ category for demonstrating exceptional performance in sanitation.

At the event, Manohar Lal said that Swachh Shehar Jodi is not just a ceremonial partnership but a
time-bound and outcome-driven initiative, which is among the largest such endeavour in urban

waste management.

MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure effective

implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi, the statement said. (PTI)

https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/swachh-shehar-jodi-programme-rolled-out-to-mentor-cities-lagging-in-

cleanliness-performance/
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Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative: Bridging
Clean City Gaps

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi
initiative, pairing high-performing urban areas with underperforming cities to
enhance sanitation standards. This mentorship model intends to foster knowledge
sharing and improve waste management across India through a structured, time-
bound program under the Swachh Bharat Mission.

he Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has taken a

significant step towards elevating urban sanitation by launching the

Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS)) initiative. This program enlists 72 mentor

cities to guide approximately 200 mentee cities, identified based on their
performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings. Union Minister Manohar Lal
spearheaded the rollout, emphasizing its role in the larger Swachh Bharat Mission -
Urban (SBM-U).

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between participating
cities in a national event held in Sonipat. The SS] initiative becomes one of the
largest structured mentorship frameworks in the domain of urban waste
management, aiming to facilitate the exchange of knowledge, skills, and practices

to upgrade sanitation and waste management across India's urban landscapes.
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Complementing these efforts, the Super Swachh League identified and celebrated
cities that ranked foremost in previous Swachh Survekshan audits. The goal
remains to push these cities towards even greater standards while encouraging
others to raise their competitive spirit. Pairing top-ranking mentor cities with low-
ranking mentee cities from the same state ensures localized mentorship to
effectively replicate successful practices. With MoHUA releasing implementation
guidelines on August 26, 2025, the initiative focuses on direct exposure and a
collaborative framework to develop actionable insights and programs.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/3644004-swachh-shehar-jodi-initiative-bridging-clean-
city-gaps
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100-Day ‘Swachh Shehar Jodi’ Initiative
Launched To Improve Urban Waste
Management

New Delhi: Housing and Urban Affairs Minister, Manohar Lal, launched the ‘Swachh Shehar
Jodi’ (SSJ) initiative for handholding 200 cities in urban waste management, an official

statement said on Saturday.

SSJ pairs 72 top-performing “mentor” cities with approximately 200 low-ranking “mentee”

cities in a structured mentorship framework.
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“The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured mentorship
frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to foster knowledge and
experience sharing, peer learning and transforming best practices in sanitation and waste

management across urban India,” the statement said.

The SSJ initiative officially pairs the mentor with mentee cities that will get direct exposure

to well-performing cities to replicate their best practices.

State urban development ministers, mayors, commissioners, and senior officials gathered at
a national event in Sonipat to sigh memoranda of understanding for the sanitation and

waste management program to be conducted over the next 100 days.

During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop action plans with
clearly defined milestones - focusing on experience sharing and knowledge transfer, the

release added.

“SSJ is a dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding. The aimis
clear that every mentee city should improve their swachhata outcome by learning from the
best cities,” said S Katikithala, Secretary, MoHUA.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs will provide strategic direction and policy-level
support to ensure effective implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across states. This is
being supported under the capacity building initiative of the Swachh Bharat Mission, the
ministry said.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed across the nation, leading to the creation of a dynamic
platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be evaluated in the

Swachh Survekshan 2026 survey, the release noted.

https://ommcomnews.com/india-news/100-day-swachh-shehar-jodi-initiative-launched-to-improve-
urban-waste-management/
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Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative Launched :
TS 6N lis! Ugd DI g5 Yo3HTd, 72 Hex
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Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative Launched : $&1T 3Tard @Q’I’E!Tﬁq’m?ﬁ'
& HIATAY B1 3R A et Al ysed F fore a8 e T AnteRia
ST B AT 8 1 SHA THT 300 RN & aIT FHSNAT FIU=1 (MoU)
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s facai | Heg 3mard 3R el HAad (MoHUA) ®1 3R ¥ W WeR Silol (SSJ) Ugd Pt
BT DI 15 ¢ | SH 72 Her GRI 3R AU 200 Hel eI &1 M [HA1 T 5 | W
Tdegor I o giferan veRF & SR W, 2 veRi S ard weRl @l Her (wniaxid) e
@1 YUl T @1 7T § Tol Wwddl DT 1 B YGRH PR dlel [eRi I Hel (ARTaiRia) & 9o
3G §U 31 1Y SIS 41 5 | Ai-ad H SifoTd SRishd H Her 3R Hel gl & dfld U
FHSINCT I (MoU) TR &R i fart 1| W= URd fizm-edt & ded drdla #t e
AT WEX -1 MoS, MoHUA dRa- W1g, BRATN & Aiuw, A4 Rig 3+, fafta =i & =g
fqapry wAt, IR, Sdd, Tfad MoHUA, UY dicidbudr &1 ufRifd # Ww e sils! ugd
R DI | TS LR SIS] (THTHS) Ugd e ARy Ueeq a7 § Tad 997 9HIa< 1R SRfd
AR G A UD ¢ | STBT o= ST A1 B, b1t ol Ufad &m R el
YR H Wwddl 3R SURY Yt § U A5 23Id DRl 5 |

Roll Out Of Swachh S

27 September,

40




HIHUd T W G SilS! Ugd & YHRY JURIE DI Galfeid Hd U baid HAl H-IgR ol -
SIGH BT HIGHT R SR fa foras ig o q1eR Ules 4 §¢ 31k 81 W6 [H=H & afed I
YR I ATHId 811 381 DT, W YR fH=M ®f HIa-T g A2 I+l feduR®! & &Har 3ik
il (i R Sigd el o1 I8 U GuraRil %M ©, Siel o1 99 HadR 9l | [ HRd
S Dad U SNu=TR® AR 76l &, 78 U qrges 3R URUIM-3-H9 Ugei | I8
RIGR1 MUY YaeH & T Jad dof WRIId SR GHaaG HRIaRIA a3l 1 A U ¢ | DRIHH
o a31d U I M gid gU, SR UG Qg1 ATHE & AT b died, TH. i bl - &g,
TS| -7, 3R HRfe & fog v fihia 79 81 gusT Sty Wy § b ydsd
A& 2eR A9 el I WD 30 Waddl URUHI H GUR |

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

SWACHH SHEHAR JODI
ch
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3T UG Mg HATAT A 26 3R, 2025 &I THUHS Ugd & foru fermfder o fau, forad
SYPIR® AR W Hex 3R A el @l SireT a1 #E e &I 3131 UeH H34 drd el o
e et Sie drfes a1 off Twwsar 3 A dgdar yaR @ | Harad A e uRada & afd ¢A
¥ QER-G-RIER ANTER 3{R fRigur & fow & e e 100-fGavia wrden & fdhar g1 gu
3afd & IRM, YD Hex 3R Ul SIST 3Ha T13M B 3R 3Hd I1 H R A bigd
HRd gU WY ¥ I gRUTNG el & 1Y FganTcAD &4 A S A1 [ Rid euil | sard
T4 R3] HA (MoHUA) I H W00 /g Sllol & WHTH! drf-aa-1 & IfHIfad -1 & fag
urHifae fe=m sk fifa-Tadta Tgmradr uarH o3| W URd fB=M &t &iar fAuifor ugd & dgd
S HEIIAT Y& DI ST g & | G UFMER RGRT SR 39D AS-iidd DRIGRT WAl B JulRfd

T SRR T T F1Y AT 300 FHAIAT ST WR BXAIER [HU Y, SR8 FH-H1AHR,
ArieR ik Arfe=i & fore ue faxiie da 99 & 100-feadia wrur 3t Y aid gs, foraat
Uit W A& 2026 1 AT S|
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qTcl RER § Sl YU Wad T Bl gl 5, d =AY ofiH e ol gur W@ aiT 2024 ¥ fafliE
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https://hindi.newsroompost.com/india/swachh-shehar-jodi-initiative-launched-involving-72-mentor-

cities-and-approximately-200-mentee-cities/1045879.html/amp
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waste management mentorship
INnitiative

44




New Delhi :The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has
launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS)) initiative, a structured
mentorship and collaborative action program involving 72 mentor cities
and around 200 mentee cities. Based on their recent performance in the
Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities have been identified
as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities.
Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban (SBM-U), Union
Minster, Shri Manohar Lal rolled out the SS) initiative in the presence of
MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD
ministers from various States, Mayors, Commissioners, Secretary
MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between the mentor and mentee cities in a national event at
Sonipat.

The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and
structured mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management
sector, aiming to foster knowledge and experience sharing, peer
learning and transforming best practices in sanitation and waste
management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan—the world's largest
urban sanitation survey—several cities have consistently demonstrated
exceptional performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient
governance despite leadership and operational challenges. This has
prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and replicating these best
practices in other cities. In line with this, the Super Swachh League was
introduced in this year's Swachh Survekshan (SS). Cities that ranked 1st,
2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were included as top performers
across five population categories were inducted in the league. The idea
was to encourage top-performing cities to strive for higher aspirational
standards, while also motivating other cities to improve and aim for top
ranks
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The mentor cities are the top performing cities that are part of the Super
Swachh League, top three cities that are featured across population
categories in SS 2024 and Promising clean cities that emerged across
States/UTs as part of SS 2024. Mentee cities were chosen from the
lowest ranks in their State's latest SS cumulative rankings, considering
their geographical proximity to their paired mentor cities.

Speaking at the launch event of Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat,
Union Minister, Shri Manohar Lal, emphasized on the spirit of Antyodaya
—where no city is left behind, and every city benefits from the collective
knowledge pool of the Mission. He said, “the spirit of Swachh Bharat
Mission, has always focused on building capacity and capabilities for all
stakeholders - this is an inclusive Mission, where we all walk together.
SS) is not just a ceremonial partnership - it is time-bound and outcome-
driven initiative. It is among the largest structured and time-bound
mentorship arrangements in the urban waste management sector.”

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S, Katikithala said,
“SSJ is a dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and
handholding. The aim is clear that every mentee city should improve
their swachhata outcome by learning from the best cities.”

On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SS] initiative,
officially pairing mentor and mentee cities. The mentee cities will get
direct exposure to well performing cities to replicate their best practices.
The Ministry has launched a 100-day program, to showcase the impact
of city-to-city mentorship in driving urban transformation. During this
period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop action
plans with clearly defined milestones - focusing on experience sharing
and knowledge transfer.
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MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to
ensure effective implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across
States. This is being supported under the capacity building initiative of
the Swachh Bharat Mission.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the
presence of all participating cities and their political executive heads,
thus marking the beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic
platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will
be evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.

https://www.yugmarg.com/news/43701-.aspx
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Swachh Shehar Jodi: Mentorship Revolution in
Urban Cleanliness

The Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative, launched by the Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry, involves 72 mentor and around 200 mentee cities under the
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban. It aims to improve urban waste management
through mentorship from top-performing cities based on Swachh Survekshan
rankings.

The Central government introduced the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative,
heralding a new era in urban cleanliness. The initiative includes structured
mentorship involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities under
the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban.

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister, Manohar Lal, launched the
initiative in Sonipat alongside Minister of State Tokhan Sahu and Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini. The programme is poised to bring about

transformative changes in urban waste management.

Nearly 300 agreements were inked between mentor and mentee cities. Top-
performing cities, selected from Super Swachh League and Swachh
Survekshan 2024, will guide cities lagging in sanitation. As part of the effort,
cities such as Indore, Surat, and Navi Mumbai were recognized for their
exceptional sanitation performance.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/science-environment/3644157-swachh-shehar-jodi-mentorship-
revolution-in-urban-cleanliness?amp
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MoHUA launches Swachh
Shehar Jodi to improve

urban cleanliness across
India
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New Delhi/Sonipat (The Uttam Hindu): The Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched
a major urban waste management mentorship
program called Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ). The
initiative pairs 72 top-performing “mentor” cities with
around 200 low-performing “mentee” cities to share
knowledge, experience and best practices in

cleanliness and waste management.

LUV DWasiin
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The program was launched in Sonipat by Union
Minister Shri Manohar Lal in the presence of
Ministers of State, Chief Ministers, Mayors,
Commissioners and the Secretary of MoHUA, Shri S.
Katikithala. At the national event, nearly 300 MoUs
were signed simultaneously between mentor and

mentee cities.

Under SSJ, mentor cities identified through the
Swachh Survekshan rankings will guide mentee cities
to improve sanitation outcomes. The initiative
includes a 100-day program, where paired cities will
develop action plans with clear milestones. MoHUA
will provide strategic and policy support throughout

the process.

Speaking at the launch, Union Minister Shri Manohar
Lal said, “No city will be left behind. SSJ is time-
bound, outcome-driven and one of the largest
structured mentorship programs in urban waste

management.”
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Secretary MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala, added, “This
platform will help mentee cities improve by learning
directly from the best-performing cities. Knowledge
sharing and mentoring are at the heart of this
initiative.”

The program aims to transform urban sanitation
across India and its impact will be assessed in Swachh

Survekshan 2026.

https://www.theuttamhindu.com/punjab/cm-vows-to-restore-pristine-glory-of-hockey-in-the-state-
484604
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MoHUA rolls out massive urban
waste management mentorship
initiative
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the
Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative, a structured mentorship and
collaborative action program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200
mentee cities. Based on their recent performance in the Swachh
Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities have been identified as mentor
cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities. Implemented under
the Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban (SBM-U), Union Minster, Shri Manohar
Lal rolled out the SS] initiative in the presence of MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan
Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD ministers from various States,
Mayors, Commissioners, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the mentor

and mentee cities in a national event at Sonipat.

The SSJ initiative represents one of the largest time-bound and structured
mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming to
foster knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming

best practices in sanitation and waste management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan—the world's largest
urban sanitation survey—several cities have consistently demonstrated
exceptional performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient
governance despite leadership and operational challenges. This has
prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and replicating these best
practices in other cities. In line with this, the Super Swachh League was
introduced in this year's Swachh Survekshan (SS). Cities that ranked 1st,
2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were included as top performers
across five population categories were inducted in the league. The idea was
to encourage top-performing cities to strive for higher aspirational
standards, while also motivating other cities to improve and aim for top

ranks
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The mentor cities are the top performing cities that are part of the Super
Swachh League, top three cities that are featured across population
categories in SS 2024 and Promising clean cities that emerged across
States/UTs as part of SS 2024. Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest
ranks in their State’s latest SS cumulative rankings, considering their

geographical proximity to their paired mentor cities.

Speaking at the launch event of Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat,
Union Minister, Shri Manohar Lal, emphasized on the spirit of Antyodaya—
where no city is left behind, and every city benefits from the collective
knowledge pool of the Mission. He said, “the spirit of Swachh Bharat
Mission, has always focused on building capacity and capabilities for all
stakeholders - this is an inclusive Mission, where we all walk together. SSJ is
not just a ceremonial partnership - it is time-bound and outcome-driven
initiative. It is among the largest structured and time-bound mentorship

arrangements in the urban waste management sector.”

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S, Katikithala said, “SSJ is
a dynamic platform for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding.
The aim is clear that every mentee city should improve their swachhata

outcome by learning from the best cities.”

On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative,
officially pairing mentor and mentee cities. The mentee cities will get direct
exposure to well performing cities to replicate their best practices. The
Ministry has launched a 100-day program, to showcase the impact of city-
to-city mentorship in driving urban transformation. During this period, each
mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop action plans with clearly
defined milestones - focusing on experience sharing and knowledge

transfer.
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MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure
effective implementation of the Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This is
being supported under the capacity building initiative of the Swachh Bharat

Mission.

Nearly 300 MoUs were signed simultaneously across the nation in the
presence of all participating cities and their political executive heads, thus
marking the beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform
for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be

evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.

https://www.thecolumns.in/news/36154
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Swachh Shehar Jodi, massive urban waste management mentorship initiative

Swachh Shehar Jodi: D& 1A Td [ERT D HATCH (MoHUA) T |
w5 WX Sie! (TS Ugd U= DI 8, Sl 72 ANTGRH el 3R
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TEUNTHD BRAls HRIDH gl WS Aol IHT # Id giferan
gaRH & SMYR TR, MY YR & dIa e &I UlRIfed I8 &
=0 ¥ UgdMI 71 § 3R 3 HH UaRH H- ard UiRiierd el &
1Y SIST AT g |
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https://www.arthparkash.com/swachh-shehar-jodi-massive-urban-waste-management-mentorship-

initiative
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Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative Launched : ¥Td=%
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Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative Launched : baid 3{TARY Ud R A1Hd! & HATT DI
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https://hindi.newsroompost.com/india/swachh-shehar-jodi-initiative-launched-involving-72-mentor-
cities-and-approximately-200-mentee-cities/1045879.html
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MoHUA launches major waste management
mentorship, 300 cities sign MoUs for knowledge
sharing

Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-U), Union Minster, Shri Manohar Lal rolled out the
SSJinitiative in the presence of MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD ministers
from various States, Mayors, Commissioners, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed between the mentor and mentee cities in a national event at Sonipat.

New Delhi: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (S5J)

initiative, a structured mentorship and collaborative action program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200

mentee cities. Based on their recent performance in the Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing cities
have been identified as mentor cities and paired with low-performing mentee cities.

Implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban (SBM-U), Union Minster, Shri Manohar Lal rolled out the
SSJinitiative in the presence of MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu, Haryana CM, Nayab Singh Saini, UD ministers
from various States, Mayors, Commissioners, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S. Katikithala. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed between the mentor and mentee cities in a national event at Sonipat.

The SSJ initiative represents one of t
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The largest time-bound and structured mentorship frameworks in the urban waste management sector, aiming
to foster knowledge and experience sharing, peer learning and transforming best practices in sanitation and

waste management across urban India.

Across successive editions of Swachh Survekshan—the world’s largest urban sanitation survey—several cities
have consistently demonstrated exceptional performance, high citizen engagement, and resilient governance
despite leadership and operational challenges. This has prompted ongoing discussions on scaling and
replicating these best practices in other cities. In line with this, the Super Swachh League was introduced in this
year's Swachh Survekshan (SS). Cities that ranked 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in SS 2022, 2023, and 2024 were included as
top performers across five population categories were inducted in the league. The idea was to encourage top-
performing cities to strive for higher aspirational standards, while also motivating other cities to improve and

aim for top ranks

The mentor cities are the top performing cities that are part of the Super Swachh League, top three cities that
are featured across population categories in SS 2024 and Promising clean cities that emerged across
States/UTs as part of SS 2024. Mentee cities were chosen from the lowest ranks in their State’s latest SS

cumulative rankings, considering their geographical proximity to their paired mentor cities.

Speaking at the launch event of Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat, Union Minister, Shri Manohar Lal,
emphasized on the spirit of Antyodaya—where no city is left behind, and every city benefits from the collective
knowledge pool of the Mission. He said, “the spirit of Swachh Bharat Mission, has always focused on building
capacity and capabilities for all stakeholders - this is an inclusive Mission, where we all walk together. S5J is not
just a ceremonial partnership - it is time-bound and outcome-driven initiative. It is among the largest
structured and time-bound mentorship arrangements in the urban waste management sector.”

Joining the session virtually, Secretary MoHUA, Shri S, Katikithala said, “SSJ is a dynamic platform for
knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding. The aim is clear that every mentee city should improve their

swachhata outcome by learning from the best cities.”

On August 26, 2025, MoHUA released guidelines for the SSJ initiative, officially pairing mentor and mentee
cities. The mentee cities will get direct exposure to well performing cities to replicate their best practices. The
Ministry has launched a 100-day program, to showcase the impact of city-to-city mentorship in driving urban
transformation. During this period, each mentor-mentee pair will collaboratively develop action plans with

clearly defined milestones — focusing on experience sharing and knowledge transfer.

MoHUA will provide strategic direction and policy-level support to ensure effective implementation of the
Swachh Shehar Jodi across States. This is being supported under the capacity building initiative of the Swachh

Bharat Mission.

Nearly 300 MoUs were sighed simultaneously across the nation in the presence of all participating cities and
their political executive heads, thus marking the beginning of a 100-day phase of creating a dynamic platform

for knowledge-sharing, mentoring, and handholding, which will be evaluated in Swachh Survekshan 2026.

https://www.news9live.com/india/swachh-shehar-jodi-initiative-pairs-72-mentor-cities-with-200-

mentee-cities-for-waste-management-mentorship-2892405
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Unity and the Spirit of Antyodaya Are Key to Clean
Cities, Union Minister Khattar States

Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar stresses the importance of unity and the spirit of Antyodaya in
achieving clean cities through the Swachh Shehar Jodi Initiative, which pairs mentor and mentee cities

for improved urban sanitation.

Union Minister of Power, Housing and Urban Affairs, Manohar Lal Khattar, emphasised the
importance of unity and the Antyodaya spirit for making Indian cities clean and garbage-
free. He spoke at the launch of the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) Initiative at [IT Education
City. Khattar noted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 2014 Swachh Bharat Mission

continues Mahatma Gandbhi's vision.

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, participating via video conference from Karnal,
expressed Haryana's commitment to leading this initiative. Five municipal corporations each
from Sonipat and Karnal have been paired under the programme. Saini thanked Khattar for

spearheading this collaborative effort to enhance urban cleanliness in India.
City Pairings and Collaboration

The SSJ initiative involves pairing 72 mentor cities with around 200 mentee cities. This
represents the largest city-twinning framework in urban waste management so far. Cities
were chosen based on their performance in the latest Swachh Survekshan survey. High-

performing cities serve as mentors, while those needing improvement are mentees.
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Khattar explained that pairings were determined by geographical proximity and
performance gaps to ensure effective knowledge exchange. During the national
programme, all participating cities signed Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs).

Municipal officers and political representatives attended, marking this as a historic occasion.

Super Swachh League Recognition

The Union minister highlighted the ministry's Super Swachh League (SSL), which
recognises consistent performers in Swachh Survekshan 2022, 2023, and 2024. The top
three cities in five population categories are included in this league. These cities will form

the foundation of mentor cities, while mentee cities come from lower-ranked states.

This initiative aims to foster collaboration between cities to improve urban sanitation. The

programme's structure ensures a practical, peer-learning approach, enhancing urban waste

management across India.

https://www.oneindia.com/india/unity-spirit-of-antyodaya-clean-cities-union-minister-khattar-011-
7873287 .html
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MoHUA rolls out rgassnve urban waste

management mentors Ip initiative

Nearly 300 cities sign MoUs simultaneously
to foster knowledge transfer, experience
sharing, peer learning and replicate best

practices

Posted On: 27 SEP 2025 1:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) has launched the Swachh Shehar
Jodi (SS]) initiative, a structured mentorship
and collaborative action program involving 72
mentor cities and around 200 mentee” cities.
Based on their recent performance in the
Swachh Survekshan rankings, top-performing
cities have been identified as mentor cities and
" mentee cities.
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Housing and Urban Affairs Minister, #ManoharLal, launched the ‘Swachh
Shehar Jodi’ (#55)) initiative for handholding 200 cities in urban waste
management, an official statement said on Saturday.

#OmmcomNews

From ommcomnews.com

QO 0 Q th 14 N &

https://x.com/OmmcomNews/status/1971894530187338084

75



https://x.com/OmmcomNews/status/1971894530187338084

Surya Samachar & @SuryaSamacharIN - 13h . ¥

T FeR AT A IS dl T i ®R o DI a1 a1 Sewr, gRamn & Sic s
W dl | S go! Wiid

- Hennimatr Hoalaanmhamramn-a Heoewwvalrehhharaty Heowalreah ,»17’,7‘
#manoharlal #sonipat #cleanharyana #swakshbharat #swaksabudget
#Haryana

AT B 391 B Ry 7 wde,
gfvamon & 812 oy weem ¥ 39 af iy

Q ‘L-l @ l||| 21 m

(>

https://x.com/SurvaSamacharIN/status/1971940818366996658

76



https://x.com/SuryaSamacharIN/status/1971940818366996658

Tt HHleR et A < fia
ST B 320 P e Fa7 Haer,
RO & B1R AR Ta<HdT H B a9 Wifa

Swachh Shehar Jodi
EErETT

Roll 00t Of Swachh Shehar Jodi It

27 September, 2025

suryasamacharin - Follow
Original audio

suryasamacharin 13 h

Tl HAIER A1d A W= dl 1id did &R G
1 foar a1 Yo, A & Si¢ 2er
WHdl H B gol Wld

#manoharlal #sonipat #cleanharyana
#swakshbharat #swaksabudget #haryana

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPG8q5SBAETY/

77



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPG8q5BAETY/

Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

The Times of India 28/09/2025 Delhi

Page No: CCM:

7 58.84
. J
4 )

~ ‘Swachh Shehar Jodr’ launched to
~ help 200 cities manage solid waste

New Delhi: In an initiative almed at helping around 200 ci-
ties effectively manage and process their municipal solid
waste, govt on Saturday launched ‘Swachh Shehar Jodi’
(S8J) programme. The initiative officially pairs mentor ci-
ties with mentee cities, allowing the latter to directly learn
from and replicate best practices of well-performing cities.
Rolling out thefirst such structured mentorshipandcol-
laborative action programme, involving 72 mentor cities
and 200 mentee cities, housing and urban affairs minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said the aim is to ensure that “every
city benefits from the collective knowledge pool of Swachh
Bharat Mission”. The minister said, “Swachh Shehar Jodi
is not just a ceremonial partnership. It is one of the largest
structured, time-bound and outcome-driven mentorship
arrangements in urban waste management sector.” mn

\. J/

- Summary: ~N

The government launched the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' program to help 200 cities manage solid waste effectively. This
initiative pairs mentor cities with mentee cities, allowing the latter to learn from the best practices of well-performing
cities, according to Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
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|"Swachh Shehar Jodi to clean cities launched
TRIBUNE NEWwS SERVICE ideas — political freedom and =
other cleanliness. Chief Guest
SONEPAT, SEPTEMBER 27 PM Narendra Modi carried
Union Minister for Urban forward theidea of cleanliness
Development Manohar Lal by launching the Swachh
Khattar on Saturday  Bharat Abhiyaan in 2014, he
launched the ‘Swachh She- said. A total of 72 mentor cities
har Jodi’ (SSJ) initiative to  and around 200 mentee cities
clean citiesacrossthe country  have been added across the
in Sonepat on Saturday. Chief  country under the SSJ initia-
Minister Nayab Singh Saini  tive, headded.
also joined the programme It will be the largest ever city-
from Karnal through video- twinning framework in urban A
conferencing. He said  waste management, the Union \ I
Haryanawouldplay aleading  Minister said. Under this SSJ } .
role in the SSJ initiative. initiative, the best performing 5 R L e
Addressing the gathering, citieshavebeenmadementors, AN MoU being signed between the civic bodies in the presence
Khattar said we had to make while the cities in need of ©f Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini in Karnal on Saturday.
the cities of the country clean  improvement have been select-
and dirt-free with the spirit of  ed as mentees. K al S t I \ / | C t
unity and antyodya. The Each mentor-mentee pair has arn ? One a S O
Father of the Nation, Mahat- been formed on the basis of .. .
ma Gandhi, had given two geographical proximity and t 10 b d]
e msrs)| TEICTIUOLE LUFCIMIC DOCIES
asrfora s Frans, apeeama | meknmvledgeadlanggsmbe KARNAL, SEPTEMBER 27 - Beat, Meri Pehchan’ and oth-
more relevant and practical, he  Karnal and Sonepat Municipal — ers. This was announced by
e p—" s g B g s said. An MOU. was sigln_ed Corporations (MCs), whi_chhad Ch_je_f MJ:m'ster‘ I_\Iayab SMgh
1CU2F2ED, P2A 023 Prinsion Estate DLF City|| between all participating cities  secured top honours in the  Sainiwhile chairing a meeting
PhaseV, Gurugram, WILL no. 570fei= 17.07.2014| | during the national event. “In ~ Swachh Survekshan 2024-25, withofficials and electedrepre-
¥ st @i e Vijay Kumar Sawhney| | view of the continued success-  will now guide 10 MCs of sentatives of Karnal MC and
and Veenoo Sawhney mam &1 Vijay Kumar| | eg of the Swachh Survekshan, Haryana to improve their five MCs - Siwan, Ismailabad,
Smﬂeﬁﬁﬁm'm‘?‘l‘?"*mwe“w the Union Ministry has alsoset  cleanliness rankings by shar-  Rajaund, Namaud and Kalan-
Sawtney Wil ”"’”m"mm&’?aﬁh up the Super Swachh League.  ing their successful strategies wali — while the signing of
?ﬁaﬁﬁzﬁmﬁwengﬁﬂml BT | The top three ranked cities in =~ and best practices. MoU under ‘Swachh Shehar
afs m e, wa o afe smodedo| | the five population categories Karnal, which stood third in ~ Jodi’ campaign of the Union
1CUZF2ED, P2A 023 Prinston Estate DLF Ciy|| in the survey 2022, 2023, and  its population category and  Government.
PhaseV, Gurugram, Veenoo Sawhney # < | | 2024 have beenincludedinthis =~ received the Presidential As per the MoU, the Karnal
':ﬁﬁm*m“ﬂW*?’“W“' league,” Khattar said. Award, and Sonepat, which MC will assist Siwan, Ismail-
W"‘“ ki 3;”’*“““’?;;::;:““5 || Thesecitieswillactasmen-  earned a Ministerial Award, ~abad, Rajaund, Narnaud and
T T swE v w4 wdi @ om|| O The mentee cities had — were both recognised forinno-  Kalanwali, while Sonepat will
T #t fgm wgm faes R e fom| | beenselected fromthecitiesat  vations such as effective door-  mentor Hodal, Narnaul,
| SRR e | the bottom of the cumulative  to-door collection, citizen Pataudi Mandi, Faruknagar
e e SREA || king of states. engagement drives like ‘Meri  and Kundli— TNS
fem-25.002025 T T |
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Summary:

- 2
Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' initiative to clean cities across the country, with
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini joining via video conference. Karnal and Sonepat Municipal Corporations, recognized
for their innovations, will guide 10 other Municipal Corporations in Haryana to improve cleanliness rankings under this
initiative.
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MoHUA inaugurates ‘Swachh Shehar Jodi’ scheme
OUR CORRESPONDENT P Wi— _id states, considering nearness to
S mentor cities.
SONIPAT: In a first-ever ini- Swachh Shehar Jodi Addressing the launch,
tiative to improve urban sani- . % Manohar Lal noted that the ini-
tation and waste management, tiative is a testament to the spirit
the Ministry of Housing and of Antyodaya—leaving no city
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has behind.
rolled out the Swachh Shehar “The spirit of the Swachh
Jodi (SS]) programme, a large- Bharat Mission has always been
scale mentorship and collabor- about capacity building and
ative action initiative under the capability building for all stake-
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban holders. SS] is not a ceremonial
(SBM-U). partnership—it is a time-bound,
The programme pairs 72 Singh Saini, urban develop- The mentorship  outcome-orientated structured
high-performing “mentor” ment ministers from various model is time-limited and initiative)” he noted.
cities with approximately 200  states, mayors, commission- results-orientated. MoHUA  Secretary S
“mentee” cities with the goal of ers, and MoHUA Secretary S Mentor cities are the best  Katikithala, speaking at the
sharing experiences, scaling up  Katikithala. performers of the Super Swachh  event remotely, highlighted that
best practices, and enabling peer Almost 300 Memorandums ~ League—first, second, or third  5SJ is an interactive platform
learning. of Understanding (MoUs) were  ranked city at Swachh Survek-  of handholding and knowledge
Union Minister Manohar  simultaneously executed across  shan (SS) 2022, 2023, and 2024 sharing.
Lal formally launched the pro-  the nation, officially matching  in the five population groups— He pointed out that the long-
gramme at a national function mentor and mentee citiesinone  or other aspirational cities that  term vision is for all mentee cit-
in Sonipat, accompanied by of the biggest planned mentor-  performed well in SS 2024. ies to enhance their sanitation
Minister of State Tokhan Sahu, ship exercises in the urban waste Mentor cities have been  resultsbylearning directly from
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab management sector. selected from the last ranks in  the top-performing cities.

\. J
- Summary: ~N
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) program to improve
urban sanitation and waste management. This initiative pairs 72 high-performing "mentor" cities with approximately 200

"mentee" cities to share experiences and scale up best practices under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban.
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Vijayawada to help five
The Hindu Bureau cipal Corporation
VIJAYAWADA Commissioner  Dhyana-
chandra H.M., a meeting
Vijayawada, which was was held on Saturday to
awarded the  ‘Super formalise a MoU among
Swachh City’ tag in the these cities.
Swachh Survekshan, 2024, A video conference was
has been designated as a  held under the supervision
mentor city for five smaller  of the Ministry of Housing
ones in Andhra Pradesh and Urban Affairs, during
under the ‘Swachh City Jo-  which the MoU was signed.
di’ initiative of the Central The ‘Swachh City Jodi
government. 2025’ initiative pairs high-
The five mentee cities performing cities (mentor
are Narsapur, Samarlako- cities) with lower-ranking
ta, Akividu, Chintalapudi, ones (mentee cities) for
and Gollaprolu. In accor- 100 days to jointly take
dance with the instruc- steps toward improved
tions of Vijayawada Muni-  cleanliness and sanitation.

\. y,
- Summary: ~\
Vijayawada, recognized with the 'Super Swachh City' tag in Swachh Survekshan 2024, will mentor five smaller cities in
Andhra Pradesh under the 'Swachh City Jodi' initiative. A video conference, supervised by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, formalized a MoU to pair high-performing cities with lower-ranking ones for 100 days to improve

cleanliness and sanitation.
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Chd, Pkl join f
, Pkl MCs join forces to
] b Itati
Times News NETWORK wlm erca g T
Chandigarh: The Chandi- | .
garh municipal corporation
has joined hands with the ci-
vic body of Panchkula to
strengthen inter-city colla-
boration and promote best
practices in urban sanita-
tion. The move is part of the
Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ)
initiative of the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban
(SBM-U).
The MoU signing cere- The MoU was signed at the Chandigarh MC office on Saturday. The
mony took place at the office  mayors of Chandigarh and Panchkula, Harpreet Kaur Babla and
of the UT MC on Saturday in  Kulbhushan Goyal, were present on the occasion
the presence of Harpreet
Kaur Babla, mayor of Chan- Lal Khattar through a natio-  form for knowledge transfer
digarh, and Kulbhushan Go- nal virtual event, marking and strategic mentorship.
val, mayor of Panchkula. the beginning of this colla- Mentor cities, including tho-
Speaking on the occa- borative journey involving se in the Super Swachh Lea-
sion, Babla highlighted that 72 mentor cities and around  gue, have been paired with
the MoU aligns with the vi- 200 mentee cities across the geographically proximate
sion of knowledge sharing, country low-performing cities to en-
peer learning, and replica- Mavor Babla said the S8J  sureeffective mentoringand
tion of successful sanitation initiative is one of the lar- handholding. Panchkula
models across cities. She gest structured mentorship was selected based on recent
emphasised thatbasedonre- frameworks in the urban rankingsanditsreadinessto
cent Swachh Survekshan waste managementsector.It adopt and scale best practi-
rankings, cities have been aims to leverage the ces.
categorised as mentor and strengths of high-perfor- He plained that the MoU
mentee cities. Chandigarh, ming cities and extend sup- marks the launch of a 100-
being a top performer, was port to others through expe- day mentorship program,
designated as a mentor city, rience sharing, on-ground during which each mentor-
while Panchkula, selected mentorship, and policy-dri- -mentee pair will co-create
for its potential to grow, was  ven collaboration. detailed action plans with
designated as a mentee city. Chandigarh MC commis- measurable milestones. The
The SSJ initiative was sioner Amit Kumar reitera- focus will be on replicable
launched earlier Saturday ted that the SSJ initiative models, hands-on support,
by Union minister Manohar provides a dynamic plat- and capacity building.

\_ J
Summary:

- D
The Chandigarh and Panchkula municipal corporations have joined forces to improve urban sanitation through the
Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) initiative. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed to promote inter-city
collaboration and knowledge sharing, with Chandigarh designated as a mentor city and Panchkula as a mentee city, as
part of a larger mentorship program involving numerous cities across the country.
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KHATTAR UNVEILS
PROGRAMME FOR
CITIES TO IMPROVE
SWACHH RECORD

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union minister for
housing and urban affairs Mano-
har Lal Khattar on Saturday inau-
gurated the Swachh Shehar Jodi
(SSJ) programme, a mentorship
and collaborative action pro-
gramme intended to enable knowl-
edge transfer, peer learning, and
replication of best practices in
waste management and urban
cleanliness.

Under this programme, which
comes under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban (SBM-U) mission,
72 top-performing “mentor” cities
—identified based on their Swachh
Survekshan rankings— have been
paired with approximately 200
lower-ranked “mentee” cities.

“The programme isa non-cere-
monial, outcome-driven initiative
ensuring that no city is left behind
in sanitation metrics,” Khattar said
at the launch event in Sonipat, Har-
yana. The event saw simultaneous
signing of Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) between
mentor and mentee cities nation-
wide. As of Saturday, 21 states and
57 cities have signed up as mentor
cities to guide 163 mentees.

Among them are Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh which will guide
Chintalapudi, Akiveedu, and Nar-
asapur, among others. In Gujarat,
Ahmedabad will mentor Sanand
and Wankaner, while Surat will
support Mandvi and Palitana.
Bhubaneswar in Odisha will men-
tor Kendrapara and Debagarh, and
Chandigarh will serve as amentor
to Panchkula.

\.

- Summary:

Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) programme, a mentorship and
collaborative action program aimed at improving waste management and urban cleanliness. The program pairs 72 top-
performing "mentor" cities with approximately 200 lower-ranked "mentee" cities under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
(SBM-U). As of Saturday, 21 states and 57 cities have signed up as mentor cities to guide 163 mentees.
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KARNAL, SEPTEMBER 27
Karnal and Sonepat Municipal
Corporations (MCs), which had
secured top honours in the
Swachh Survekshan 2024-25,
will now guide 10 MCs of
Haryana to improve their
cleanliness rankings by shar-
ing their successful strategies
and best practices.

Karnal, which stood third in
its population category and
received the Presidential
Award, and Sonepat, which
earned a Ministerial Award,
were both recognised for inno-
vations such as effective door-
todoor collection, citizen
engagement drives like ‘Meri

Karnal, Sonepat MCs to
mentor 10 civic bodies

Beat, Meri Pehchan’ and oth-
ers. This was announced by
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini while chairing a meeting
with officials and elected repre-
sentatives of Karnal MC and
five MCs - Siwan, Ismailabad,
Rajaund, Namaud and Kalan-
walli — while the signing of
MoU under ‘Swachh Shehar
Jodi’ campaign of the Union
Government.

As per the MoU, the Karnal
MC will assist Siwan, Ismail-
abad, Rajaund, Narnaud and
Kalanwali, while Sonepat will
mentor Hodal, Narnaul,
Pataudi Mandi, Faruknagar
and Kundli— TNS

J

- Summary:

\.

Karnal and Sonepat Municipal Corporations, recognized for their innovations, will mentor 10 MCs of Haryana to improve
cleanliness rankings. This initiative was announced by Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini during the signing of an MoU
under the '‘Swachh Shehar Jodi' campaign of the Union Government.

\
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Swachh Shehar Joda

MoHUA rolls out massiveurban
waste management mentorship initiative
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- Summary:

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi (SSJ) Initiative, a structured
mentorship program involving 72 mentor cities and around 200 mentee cities. This initiative aims to improve urban waste
management by pairing top-performing cities with lower-performing ones under the Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban
(SBM-U).
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Cleanliness Competition in the Cities of the State
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- Summary: ~\
The Clean City Jodi initiative has been launched in Karnal and Sonipat under the Swachh Bharat Mission, aiming to
promote cleanliness in cities. Union Minister Manohar Lal announced the addition of 72 mentor cities and about 200
mentee cities nationwide, selected based on their performance in the Swachh Survekshan, with the goal of creating a
'City-Twinning Model' for urban waste management.
\_ J
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‘Swachh Shehar Jodi Abhiyan': Raipur Becomes Mentor to Birgaon
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- Summary: N\
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister launched the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' initiative, pairing Raipur and Birgaon
to improve cleanliness. Raipur Municipal Corporation will mentor Birgaon Municipal Corporation in cleanliness, with a
Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two. The initiative aims to promote public participation and achieve
the goal of 'Cleanliness is our goal, free from dirt,' as envisioned by Prime Minister Modi.
\_ J
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‘Clean City Duo' Will Create Nagar Nigam and Chanpatia Nagar Panchayat Will
Participate Unitedly in Swachh Survekshan
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- Summary:

~

Patna and Chanpatia Nagar Panchayats have partnered under the 'Clean City Duo' initiative to improve urban sanitation,
aiming for excellence in the Swachh Survekshan 2024-25. The collaboration focuses on process replication, area
improvement, and citizen participation, with the goal of not only improving rankings but also bringing tangible changes to
citizens' lives through scientific waste processing and public awareness campaigns.
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Union Minister Manohar Lal launches Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative; Karnal
along with 10 cities will be made clean, will also tell the ways of cleanliness
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\.

- Summary:

Union Minister Manohar Lal launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat, aiming to connect cities for improved
cleanliness. Karnal and Sonipat Municipal Corporations will guide several Nagar Palikas, with a focus on urban waste

management and evaluation in the 2026 Swachh Survekshan.
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Achievement « Top city in cleanliness, Surat becomes '‘Mentor City'
Surat will teach the lesson of cleanliness to the cities of the country, MOU done
with 4 municipalities
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- Summary: ~\

Surat, recognized as a 'Mentor City' under the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative, will guide other cities in cleanliness
practices. The city has signed an MOU with 4 municipalities and will implement a phased 100-day program focusing on
assessment, waste management, and continuous improvement. The Gujarat State Examination Board has announced
scholarship exams for primary and secondary students, with online applications starting October 1.
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MoU Signed with Five Cities in Karnal to Promote Cleanliness
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- Summary:

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini attended a clean city partnership agreement signing ceremony in Karnal, where an
MoU was signed with five cities to promote cleanliness. Saini highlighted Karnal's third-place ranking in the national
cleanliness survey and announced a cleanliness competition among Haryana cities. He also criticized the Congress
party's past compensation practices for farmers, contrasting them with the BJP's increased compensation during its
tenure.
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NAPA's ranking will improve in small cities; Nani's staff will make Bairsia Nagar

Palika sparkling; Numbers will be added in the cleanliness ranking
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- Summary:

~

Bhopal Municipal Corporation will assist Bairsia Nagar Palika in improving cleanliness through a collaborative initiative
involving garbage management, waste disposal, and sanitation facilities. The effort, decided in a video conference
between Union and Urban Administration Ministers, includes peer learning between mentor and mentee cities and will
be evaluated in the Swachh Survekshan 2025-26.
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Pairing of 72 Mentor and 200 Mentee Cities
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- Summary:

Union Minister Manohar Lal announced the pairing of 72 mentor cities and approximately 200 mentee cities nationwide
under the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative. This selection, based on the recent Swachh Survekshan, aims to improve
urban waste management through a "City-Twinning Model," pairing high-performing cities with those needing
improvement.
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Rangoli Made, Gave Message of Cleanliness
‘Swachh Shehar Jodi' Initiative Launched in the Capital
Virtual MoU Program in the Presence of Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
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- Summary: ~N
The 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' initiative was launched under the Swachhta Hi Seva campaign, with Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar and Uttar Pradesh Minister A.K. Sharma participating via video conference. This initiative aims to improve
urban cleanliness by pairing mentor cities with mentee cities, facilitating the sharing of experiences and resources to
enhance waste management and sanitation practices.
\. J
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Unity and the spirit of Antyodaya are necessary to make cities clean: Manohar Lal
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- Summary: ~N
Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal emphasizes the need for unity and Antyodaya to make cities clean, referencing
Mahatma Gandhi's vision and Prime Minister Modi's Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. The Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative was
launched, pairing mentor and mentee cities based on performance and proximity to improve urban cleanliness. The

ministry has also established the Super Swachh League to recognize top-performing cities in the Swachh survey.
\_ J
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Cleanliness Partnership between Chandigarh-Panchkula
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- Summary: N\
Chandigarh and Panchkula Municipal Corporations have partnered under the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative to improve
urban cleanliness, with Chandigarh acting as a mentor to Panchkula. The agreement aims to promote cooperation,
innovation, and community development between the two cities, with support from the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs to enhance performance in the Swachh Survekshan 2026.
\. J
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Karnal Municipal Corporation Signs MoU with 5 Municipalities
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- Summary:

Karnal Municipal Corporation signed an MoU with 5 other municipalities to guide them on cleanliness under the Swachh
Bharat Mission. Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini emphasized the importance of cleanliness in preventing diseases and
highlighted the government's efforts to revive the Saraswati River, receiving a CSR fund contribution for the Saraswati
Heritage Development Board.
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Karnal witnesses the signing of the Clean City Jodi agreement in the presence of
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
Karnal Municipal Corporation signed an MoU with the municipalities of 5 cities in

~

J
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the state.
\_
- Summary:
.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini attended the signing of the Clean City Jodi agreement in Karnal, where the Karnal
Municipal Corporation partnered with five other cities to promote cleanliness. Saini highlighted Karnal's third-place
ranking in the national cleanliness survey and emphasized the importance of achieving Prime Minister Modi's vision of a
clean and green state through continuous efforts and competitions among Haryana's cities.
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Bithur to Prosper with Noida's Technology: MoU Signed Between Noida Authority
and Bithur Nagar Panchayat
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/Summary: N\

Noida Authority and Bithur Nagar Panchayat have signed an MoU under the Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 to improve solid
waste management and urban sanitation services. The agreement aims to share experiences and best practices
between the two entities, focusing on door-to-door garbage collection, scientific waste processing, and public awareness
campaigns to improve cleanliness rankings.
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Karnal and Sonipat did MoU to support 5-5 smaller cities
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- Summary: N\
Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative in Sonipat, aiming to promote
cleanliness and collaboration between cities. Karnal and Sonipat Municipal Corporations signed MoUs to support five

smaller cities each in their cleanliness efforts, marking the beginning of city-to-city mentoring.
\_ J
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MOU between Nigam Greater and Bagru as Mentor City
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- Summary:

The Municipal Corporation Jaipur Greater and Municipality Bagru have signed an MOU to become mentor cities, under
the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. The signing ceremony took place at the

Greater Headquarters, with several officials in attendance.
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Unity and the spirit of Antyodaya are essential to make the cities of the country
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- Summary:

Union Urban Development Minister Manohar Lal launched the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' initiative in Sonipat, aiming to unite
cities for cleanliness. Under this initiative, 72 mentor cities will guide approximately 200 mentee cities in urban waste
management, fostering knowledge exchange and practical solutions for a cleaner India, with evaluations planned for

Swachh Survekshan 2026.
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In the presence of the Chief Minister, signatures were exchanged on the Clean
City Jodi Agreement in Karnal
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- Summary:

~

Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini attended a Clean City Jodi-Memorandum of Understanding signing ceremony in
Karnal, where Karnal Municipal Corporation partnered with five other cities to improve cleanliness. Saini highlighted
Karnal's third-place ranking in the national cleanliness survey and emphasized the goal of making Haryana cleaner
under Prime Minister Modi's vision, also mentioning ongoing efforts to ensure proper paddy procurement in mandis.
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(Berasia Becomes Mentor of Bhopal, Will Teach Garbage Segregation and Solid
Waste Management Tricks
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- Summary: N

Bhopal, the second cleanest city in India, will mentor its neighbor Berasia in cleanliness and waste management under
the Swachh Shehar Jodi Abhiyan. An MoU has been signed between the two cities, with Bhopal Municipal Corporation
set to assist Berasia Nagar Palika in eight key areas to improve urban development and sanitation.
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Chandigarh MC signs agreement with Panchkula MC under Swachh Shehar Jodi
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- Summary: ~\
The Municipal Corporation Chandigarh signed an agreement with the Municipal Corporation Panchkula under the
Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative to strengthen inter-city cooperation in urban sanitation. Chandigarh, recognized as a top
performer, will serve as a mentor city to Panchkula, which has been selected for its development potential as a mentee
city, under the SSJ initiative launched by Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
\_ J
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Minister Nayab Singh Saini

Memorandum of Understanding signed in Karnal in the presence of Chief

Swachh Shehar Jodi Memorandum of Understanding signed with 5 cities of the
state by Karnal Municipal Corporation
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- Summary:

In Karnal, Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini oversaw the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Karnal Municipal Corporation and five other cities in Haryana to promote cleanliness under the Swachh Shehar Jodi
initiative. The agreement aims to guide these cities in improving their cleanliness standards, following Karnal's own
success in achieving a high ranking in the Swachh survey. The Chief Minister emphasized the importance of cleanliness
for public health and the realization of Prime Minister Modi's vision for a clean and green state.
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Number-1 Surat in cleanliness will now guide four municipalities. Surat selected
as Mentor City under Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative
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- Summary:

Surat, recognized as the number one city in cleanliness, will now mentor four other municipalities in the Bhavnagar zone
to improve their sanitation practices. An MoU was signed between Surat Municipal Corporation and the four
municipalities to share expertise in waste management and cleanliness. This initiative is part of the Swachh Bharat
Mission 2.0 and Swachh Survekshan 2025-26, with Surat selected as a Mentor City due to its consistent top
performance in cleanliness surveys.
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Surat will teach cleanliness lessons to the cities of the country
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Summary:

Surat, ranked first in the country as a Super Clean League City in the Swachhata Survey 2024-25, has been recognized
as a 'Mentor City' under the Government of India's 'Swachh Shehar Jodi' initiative. Surat Municipality has adopted four
cities of Bhavnagar, Palitana, Talala, Savarkundla and Vallabhipur to guide them on cleanliness.
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Agreement between Manthani, Cheryala Municipalities with GHMC
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- Summary: ~\

Manthani and Cheryala municipalities have partnered with GHMC under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 to
improve cleanliness. GHMC will provide guidance and mentorship to these municipalities, focusing on 8 key areas to
enhance their performance in cleanliness initiatives.
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VMC's MOU on cleanliness with 4 municipalities including Surendranagar
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- Summary:

Vadodara Municipal Corporation will mentor Surendranagar and other municipalities on cleanliness under the Swachh
Shehri Jodi program. An MOU was signed in the presence of Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar to improve waste

processing, gutter cleaning, and public awareness.
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GHMC's Cleanliness Lessons for Municipalities
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- Summary:

GHMC will provide 100 days of cleanliness lessons to Manthani and Cheryala municipalities as part of the Swachh
Bharat Mission's Swachh Shehar Jodi program. Officials from GHMC and the municipalities signed an agreement, and

later met with the GHMC Mayor and Commissioner.

\

9

SAHANA-

system limited




4 A
Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Punya Nagari 28/09/2025 Mumbai
PL Page No: CCM:
8 898.24
. J
4 A
Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation signs MoU with five Nagar Parishad cities
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- Summary: ~\
Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation has signed an MoU with five Nagar Parishad cities under the 'Swachh Shehar Jodi'
initiative to guide them in city cleanliness and sanitation. The initiative, under the Swachh Bharat Mission, aims to
accelerate progress in sanitation work through mutual coordination among the cities and was inaugurated in New Delhi
in the presence of Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
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Unity and the spirit of Antyodaya are essential to make the cities of the country
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- Summary:

~
Union Urban Development Minister Manohar Lal emphasized the importance of unity and Antyodaya in making Indian
cities clean and dirt-free. He highlighted the Swachh Shehar Jodi initiative, which pairs mentor and mentee cities based
on geographical proximity and performance gaps to promote knowledge exchange and practical solutions in waste
management. The initiative includes the establishment of the Super Swachh League to recognize and involve top-
performing cities in guiding others.
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- Summary: ~\

In Karnal, Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini oversaw the signing of an MoU between the Karnal Municipal Corporation
and five other cities in Haryana to promote cleanliness. The agreement aims to guide these cities in improving their
Swachhta rankings, following Karnal's own success in the Swachhta survey where it secured the third position
nationwide.
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- Summary: ~N

GHMC will serve as a mentor city to assist low-performing cities in Telangana under the Swachh Shehar Jodi program,
part of the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0. GHMC Commissioner RV Karnan signed agreements with municipal
commissioners, and the program aims to improve sanitation, drainage, and public participation in mentee cities over 100
days.
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