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In Focus

Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CELEBRATING
SWACHH FESTIVALS

HAPPY

SAN

Festivals in India are not just
moments of joy—they are
expressions of shared values,
traditions and collective spirit.
This festive season, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) is spreading a powerful
message: celebrations flourish
best when they are clean, green
and eco-friendly. An overarching
behaviour change campaign
for Swachh Bharat - Swachh
Aadat Se Swachh Bharat - Let
us Celebrate Swachh Festivals.
The focus will be behaviour
change for adopting clean habits
which will finally build into
character and culture - Swabhav
Swachhata Sanskar Swachhata.

Swachh Aadat Se
Swachh Bharat

Let Us Celebrate Swachh Festivals
e T _ iz

~

From Pongal to Bihu, from Makar
Sankrantito Magh Mela, the spirit of
celebration is being elevated with
conscious choices, eco-friendly
colours, natural decorations,
source segregation, composting
of wet waste and creative wealth
from waste innovations. Across
cities and towns, citizens are
embracing Swachh Aadat not as
a one-time action, but as a way of

Swachh Aadat Se
Swachh Bharat

Let Us Celebhrate Swachh Festivals

Swabhaav Swachhata
Sanskaar Swachhata

life. This is not just during festivals
but as a part of the lifestyle.

As festive cheer fills homes,
streets and public spaces, a clear
message resonates nationwide:
festivals and Swachhata go
hand in hand. These people-led
celebrations reflect the essence
of a Jan Andolan, where individual

responsibility and community
participation come  together
to protect the environment.

With every clean celebration,
India moves closer to the goal
of Garbage Free Cities under
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0.

Swachh Aadat Se
Swachh Bharat

Let Us Celebrate Swachh Festivals

Swabhaav Swachhata
s

Sanskaar Swachhata




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CELEBRATING
SWACHH FESTIVALS

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu celebrated Pongal
with eco-friendly décor and local
flowers, composting floral waste
post-celebration to reinforce
zero waste and Swachh Aadat se
Swachh Bharat.

Karnal, Haryana

Swachh Lohri was celebrated
at Karnal Municipal
Corporation, featuring cultural
performances by staff and
students and a collective
Swachhata Pledge to promote
cleanliness.

Siddipet, Telangana

SHG members in Telangana’s
Siddipet created vibrant
Sankranti rangoli to promote
Swachhata and waste
segregation.

Agra, UP

Agra Nagar Nigam marked Makar
Sankranti with a zero-waste
event, honouring SafaiMitras
and conducting a Swachhata
Pledge with a nukkad natak on
the use of bins.




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CELEBRATING
SWACHH FESTIVALS

Bongaigaon, Assam

Bongaigaon’s Team Swachh in
Assam celebrated Bhogali Mela
sustainably. “Bukar Padum”
compost made from segregated
wet waste sold 30 kg, engaging
150+ visitors—proving Swachh
Festivals can spark real change.

Citizens in Delhi celebrated
Saraswati Puja sustainably,
using eco-friendly decorations
with floral and handcrafted
crocheted décor to promote
the message of Swachh Aadat
Se Swachh Bharat.

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Ahmedabad'’s Team Swachh
joined hands with Parevda
Charitable Trust for a cleanup
drive post-Uttarayan kite-festival,
collecting over 170 kg of waste in
Nikol-Viratnagar.
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Jaipur, Rajasthan '
On Makar Sankranti, Jaipur
Municipal Corporation used

kites to spread awareness on
cleanliness, encouraging citizens
to reaffirm the commitment from



Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

EVENTS 3 anets Feb)

(3 Jan-15 Feb)
With  millions of devotees Vvisiting,
comprehensive swachhata measures -
robust waste management, sanitation
infrastructure, daily cleanliness drives, IEC
activities, and on-ground monitoring are

ensuring a clean, hygienic, and responsible
Swachh Mela.

Zero Waste Bhandaras at Magh Mela sites are serving 1,000 dev-
otees with sustainable cutlery, promoting plastic-free practices.

” 0 ol
The Har Dukan Dastak drive, promoting
cleanliness, discouraging polythene and
floral waste immersion, and sensitising
shopkeepers on single-use plastic,
hygiene and waste disposal.

SWACHH MAGH MELA

3,300+ sanitation workers ensured round-the-clock cleanliness
across ghats and the mela area through continuous day-and-
night cleaning, source segregation, prompt waste collection,
and citizen adherence to designated disposal points.

24x7 cleanliness drives

,  with plastic-free zones,
All toilets along the Sangam routes \ W T e 1 o4y WA e-vehicles,  dustbins
are being cleaned four times daily, : e -8 ' every 100 metres, and
supported by dedicated sanitation . N , - »E§® dedicated sanitation
and IEC teams, with continuous - y ) 3\ workers.
control-room monitoring to ensure a : ;
hygienic and comfortable experience
for devotees.



Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

ZERO WASTE
EVENTS

For Uttar Pradesh Diwas 2026, Agra Nagar
Nigam organized a Zero Waste Event
with 5R-themed stalls, sensitizing 1,000+
students and 2,000+ citizens on waste
segregation, composting, and plastic

ll alternatives, fostering Swachh Aadat se
Swachh Bharat.

Patna, Bihar

Patna hosted the Bihar Saras
Mela as a Zero Waste Event,
urging the visitors to adopt
plastic alternatives, and follow
responsible waste segregation.

Bhopal, MP

The ‘Run Bhopal Run Marathon’ held at TT
Nagar Stadium, Bhopal was a Zero Waste
Event. All waste generated at the stadium
was segregated into different categories
on-site and transported to designated
disposal facilities

GORAKHPUR, UP

At the Khichdi Mela, Team Swachh
l}ﬁﬁﬁ : T Gorakhpur ensured zero-waste
= | % practices through rigorous cleanup,

4 ' " efficient waste collection, and the
inauguration of a new RRR Center,
’l urging visitors to adopt Swachh Aadat
for a Swachh Bharat.
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Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

PLASTIC FREE
INITIATIVES

Bikaner, Rajasthan

Bikaner promoted Swachh Aadat Se Swachh
Bharat at the Camel Festival by urging foreign
tourists to avoid single-use plastic and
distributing eco-friendly clay bottles, spreading
the message of #PlasticFreelndia globally.

New Delhi h

NDMC along with Chintan NGO rolled
out the Plastic Exchange Programme at
Sarojini Nagar Market to curb littering
and promote plastic recycling. The
initiative encourages shoppers and
vendors to exchange plastic waste with
something useful for a cleaner city

Sandur, Karnataka

In Karnataka, young students partnered with
Sandur Municipal Council to raise awareness on
the harmful effects of plastic through a cycle
rally and a short skit at the bus stand.

INDORE, MP

Indore organised a bike rally at Akash Greens to

promote cleanliness and curb single-use plastic.
Members of the Mhow Riders Group participated,
pledged to avoid single-use plastic and received
cloth bags made by the RRR Centre.




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

PLASTIC FREE
INITIATIVES

Odisha, Puri

500 kg of plastic bottles were transformed
into a powerful art installation by sand artist
Sudarsan Pattnaik at the Gopalpur Beach
Festival, Ganjam, spreading the message of
Say No to single-use plastic.

Jamshedpur, Jharkhand

Over 30,000 citizens united on the
streets of Bistupur, Jamshedpur, to
fight single-use plastic. The Street
Jam promoted waste segregation,
home composting, and collective
action for cleanliness.

Kunnumpuram, Kerala

To discourage use of #SUP and promote eco-
friendly choices, paper pens were distributed to
students at Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Kunnumpuram,
during an awareness drive by the CBC Kerala &
Lakshadweep team.

Jammu, J&K

Hundreds of citizens formed a human chain
at the Tawi River Front, pledging to protect
the river by rejecting single-use plastic, using
a designated immersion container for puja
offerings, and keeping the riverbanks clean.




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CHILDREN ADVOCATING
SWACHH AADAT SE SWACHH BHARAT

In Bikaner, over 800 school
students experienced a fun-
filled learning journey at the
Zero Waste Children’s Festival,
where over 80 engaging
activities at the stadium
promoted clean habits, the
4-bin concept, reduce-reuse-
recycle, waste to art, and

avoidance of single-use plastic.

In Chhattisgarh, Raipur’s
Radiant Way School launched
a unique ‘Blessing Box’
initiative to promote the
principles of reduce, reuse,
and recycle in an innovative
manner. As part of the
initiative, items donated by
400 children were distributed
to 300 children in need.

Agra Nagar Nigam held a
Four-Bin Awareness Drive at

Taj East Gate Market, where
children and citizens learned
waste segregation through

fun, interactive floor games,
promoting Swachhta awareness.
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Over 300 school students
participated in a training
session at Swachh Gruha
Kalika Kendra, where
Davanagere’s Team

Swachh sensitised them

on Swachhata, waste
segregation, composting, and
sustainability.




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CHILDREN ADVOCATING
SWACHH AADAT SE SWACHH BHARAT

Under Chandigarh'’s youth
outreach initiative, students
from Ankur School visited

the Pink MRF & Solid Waste
Management Plant to learn
about waste segregation and
recycling, followed by an
interaction with Team Swachh
and a Swachhata pledge.

Students and teachers of
Defence School partnered with
Jaipur Municipal Corporation to
ride for Swachhata, turning a
cycle rally into a powerful call
for cleanliness.

Panisagar Nagar Panchayat
launched ‘Swachh Warrior’,
a school-level IEC campaign
where students participated
in live demonstrations

and learned more on

waste segregation and its
importance.

To uphold the spirit of Swachh
Aadat Se Swachh Bharat,
young artists collaborated
with the Dibrugarh Municipal
Corporation during the ‘Zig-
Zag Swachh Gali’ event,
transforming local lanes into
vibrant symbols of responsible
waste management.
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Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CLEANLINESS DRIVES
AND PLOGATHONS

BANDIPORA, J&K

Under the Swachhtantra 2.0 campaign led by
Jammu & Kashmir’s Team Swachh, Municipal
Council Bandipora, local Augaf Committee,
and Swachhata Champions, conducted a
sanitation drive at Nathpora Waterbody,
collecting 100 kg of plastic waste and later
sent for scientific disposal.

NAVALGUND, KARNATAKA

Navalgund Municipality, Karnataka, led
a large-scale cleanliness drive with
participation from taluk-level officers,
municipal staff, environmentalists, and
citizens, reinforcing the message of
Swachh Aadat Se Swachh Bharat through a
Swachhata rally and on-ground action.

NAVI MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA

Marking World Wetlands Day, NMMC
conducted a creek-side cleanliness drive at
Palm Beach, Nerul. Around 150 volunteers
collectively removed 125 sacks of plastic and
thermocol waste, strengthening efforts to
safeguard wetlands and marine ecosystems.
#SwachhAadat se #SwachhBharat

NAGAON, ASSAM

The Nagaon Municipal Board, in
collaboration with NCAP and young
students, organised a Plogging Run at RKB
Road, engaging around 250 participants
who cleaned identified garbage points
and spread the message of maintaining
Swachhta.




Swachh Aadat Se

Swachh Bharat

CLEANLINESS DRIVES
AND PLOGATHONS

Sri Vijay Puram, A&N Islands

During a large-scale cleanliness drive
at Marina Park Beach, led by the Vijaya
Puram Municipal Council, over 80
volunteers collected 280 kg of waste
while promoting awareness on beach
cleanliness and waste segregation.

Yamunanagar-Jagadhri, Haryana

Yamunanagar-Jagadhri Municipal
Corporation conducted an cleanliness drive
to promote swachhata and a plastic-free
city, with enthusiastic participation from
NCC cadets of Mukand Lal National Senior
Secondary School.

Guruvayur, Kerala

Guruvayur Municipality, Kerala,
organised a special cleanliness
drive at bus stations to sensitise
citizens on maintaining Swachhata,
with active involvement from
municipal staff and residents.
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Delhi

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi, in
collaboration with Safai Mitras, conducted
an extensive sanitation drive across various
wards of North Delhi, cleaning roads and
public spaces while promoting the message
of Swachh Aadat Se Swachh Bharat.




Legacy Waste Dumpsite Remediation

Transformations

A New life For Legacy Waste: Chennai’s Perungudi’s 30 Lakh Ton
Transformation

At Perungudi, Chennai, a landfill that once symbolised the
city’'s waste crisis is steadily disappearing. Spread across 250
acres, with 225 acres holding nearly 30 lakh tonnes of legacy
waste accumulated over three decades, the dumpsite had
caused severe ecological damage, toxic air, and urban stress.

In November 2020, the Greater Chennai Corporation, under Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0, initiated large-scale biomining led by &
Chennai-based Blue Planet. Legacy waste was scientifically processed
into recoverable streams—organic-rich soilreused for land restoration, ;
stones and aggregates used to fill low-lying areas, and inert
material processed to 1S-383:2016 construction standards. Chennai-
based companies adopted this recycled material as an alternative to river sand, reducing sand mining.

i P e T
Legacy Waste'Dumpsite
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. % Chennai generates nearly 5,500 tonnes of waste daily,
much of which earlier reached Perungudi and Kodungaiyur.

# Today, Perungudi's waste mountain is shrinking, with the project
completed nearly a year ahead of schedule, setting national
benchmarks in legacy waste processing and RDF channelisation. The
initiative avoids over 8 lakh tonnes of CO, emissions annually, with
an additional 30,000+ tonnes saved through alternative fuel use.

The project has generated revenue through construction-grade
Roads made of recyled plastic sand, recycled furniture, fuel for cement plants, recovered steel
reused as utensils and hardware, and nearly 3,000 tonnes of

glass recycled into bottles. Plastic waste, once considered non-recyclable, is now transformed into
outdoor furniture, pallets, ramps, and urban infrastructure—capable of being recycled 7-8 times.

Today, a green park stands where the dump once burned. The Pallikaranai marsh is
reviving, with 115 bird species returning, demonstrating how Perungudi has shifted
from a dumping ground to a model of circular economy and ecological restoration.



Legacy Waste Dumpsite Remediation

Transformations

From Garbage Mountain to ‘Rashtra Prerna Sthal’: Lucknow’s
Remarkable Transformation under SBM-U 2.0

UnderSwachhBharatMission-Urban (SBM-U)
2.0, Lucknow’s once-troublesome Ghaila
dumpsite has undergone an extraordinary
transformation into a grand public park,
emerging as a new symbol of the city. With
the support of the Ministry of Housing !
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and SBM-U 2.0,

£ R

the Lucknow Municipal Corporation (LMC) | gqqlgz
cleared nearly 20 years of legacy waste

spread across 30 acres and developed the magnificent ‘Rashtra Prerna Sthal’ across approximately 65
acres. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated the park to the nation on 25 December 2025, marking
the 101st birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, in the presence of Defence
Minister and Lucknow MP Shri Rajnath Singh and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Shri Yogi Adityanath.

Located near Dubagga between Sitapur and Hardoi Road along the Gomti River, the Ghaila dumpsite had
accumulated nearly 8 lakh metrictonnes of legacy waste over two decades. Initiated in 2021 under the Swachh
Bharat Mission, the project successfully eliminated this massive garbage heap withinjust one and a halfyears,
turning the vision of garbage-free cities into reality under the leadership and guidance of the Prime Minister.

Inspiration Behind the Name

The site has been named ‘Rashtra Prerna Sthal' to serve as a center that inspires future
generations with the values of nation-building and patriotism. During the inauguration, the
Prime Minister highlighted it as a powerful example of ‘Waste to Wealth’ and ‘Waste to Wellness.

Key Features of Rashtra Prerna Sthal

The park features towering 65-foot bronze statues of three eminent leaders—Bharat Ratna and former
Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, and Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee—
symbolizing unity, good governance, and inclusive development. It also houses a state-of-the-art museum
and digital gallery showcasingtheir livesand contributions. Additionally, the siteincludesan open-airtheatre
with a seating capacity of 3,000, an exhibition ground, and modern amenities such as yoga and meditation
centers, seminar halls, and a VIP lounge, making it both an inspirational and community-focused space.



REPUBLIC DAY

CELEBRATIONS
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Sri Vijaya Puram’s
' tableau at the Republic

Day Parade highlighted
responsible waste
management and the
twin-bin concept
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Pune, Maharashtra

On Republic Day,
Pune rolled out the
Swachhata Janjagruthi
Rath 2026, mobilising
the city towards waste
segregation, recycling,
and active citizen
participation.
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REPUBLIC DAY

CELEBRATIONS

Uttar Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh’s
SBM tableau lit up
the Parade Ground,
showcasing door-to-
door waste collection,
source segregation,
swachh Sarthi Clubs,
plastic-free drives, and
clean public toilets.
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Karnal, Haryana
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The Swachhata
tableau in Karnal
reinforced the ethos of
Swabhav Swachhata,
Sanskaar Swachhata,
highlighting four-bin
waste segregation and
eco-friendly lifestyles.




REPUBLIC DAY

CELEBRATIONS
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Bikaner, Rajasthan

— - o | Bikaner's SBM tableau
powerfully reflected
Swachh Aadat Se
Swachh Bharat,
showcasing a plastic-
free city through four-
bin segregation, SHG-led
women empowerment,

modern women’s toilets,
and scientific waste

. processing.
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| v ‘ Durg’s Bhilai Municipal
m“&‘i:ﬁmw"f . Corporation Swachhata
tableau raised citizen
awareness on waste
sggregation, avoiding
ll.ttering, reducing
single-use plastic, and
keeping the city clean.
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th REPUBLIC DAY

CELEBRATIONS

NDMC

On Republic Day, the New Delhi
Municipal Council brought
alive the spirit of Swachh
Aadat Se Swachh Bharat by
adorning the city with eco-
friendly floral decorations.

ASSAM

Citizens and vyouth in Assam
celebrated Republic Day with
Team Swachh by promoting key ‘
Swachh Habits, including waste I ST e I
segregation, no littering or spitting, \ﬂ“ﬂ
and saying no to single-use plastic " "C‘&
and Reduce, Reuse & Recycle. ‘g :

NAVI MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA

On the occasion of Republic Day, 150
NSS students from Kharghar, Nerul,
and Airoli organized a cleanliness
drive in Navi Mumbai, collecting
waste and pledging for swachhata.

UDAIPUR, TRIPURA

Citizens, in collaboration with the
Udaipur Municipal Council in Tripura,
marked Republic Day by organizing a
Swachhata rally, reinforcing the spirit
of Swachh Aadat Se Swachh Bharat.




REPUBLIC DAY

CELEBRATIONS

AGRA, UP

Agra Nagar Nigam marked
Republic Day by presenting a
distinctive art wall depicting
the journey of the Tricolour and
the Swachh Bharat Mission.

BURHANPUR, MP

Post Republic Day celebrations,
SafaiMitras in Burhanpur, Madhya
Pradesh conducted a Post-Event
Swachhta drive at Nehru Stadium
to ensure immediate cleanliness.

SAMBALPUR, ODISHA

Sanitation workers in Sambalpur
took part in a Swachhata
rally, demonstrating their
strong commitment to a clean
and plastic-free Sambalpur.

DELHI

A striking Waste-to-Art installation,
made from discarded play equipment
pipesandrepurposed dustbinwheels,
welcomed visitors at the MCD South
Zonal Office on the 77th Republic Day.




NATIONAL YOUTH DAY

Prayagraj, UP

On the occasion of National Youth
Day, Prayagraj Nagar Nigam, in
collaboration with students, organized
a public awareness programme to
promote Youth Empowerment for a
Sustainable Future, featuring a flower-
based rangoli and a human chain
with participation of over 200 people.

Sagar, MP

To mark National Youth Day, the NSS
and Red Ribbon Club of Government
Higher Secondary School, Pathariya
Jat, Sagar (MP) organized a focused
awareness session and street play
to effectively promote swachhata.

Agra, UP

On International Youth Day, young
students joined Agra Nagar Nigam
in an awareness rally from Taj East
Gate to Kutta Park, promoting
responsible waste  management,
reduction of single-use plastics,
while engaging shopkeepers and
vendors to support a Zero-Waste City.




16th MEETING OF NATIONAL ADVISORY
AND REVIEW COMMITTEE

29th January, 2026

Approval of plans of States/UTs for various
components under SBM-U 2.0 is undertaken
by the National Advisory and Review
Committee (NARC)under the chairmanship
of Secretary MoHUA. The 16th NARC was
organized on 29th January 2026. Proposals
of 10 States/UTs (Kerala, Ladakh, Rajasthan,
Jammu & Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Delhi, D&NH and D&D and Uttarakhand and
Odisha) were taken up during the meeting.
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UNION
BUDGET

2026-27

THREE
KARTAVYAS.
ONE DIRECTION

Budget 2026 moves with a
youth-powered, ecosystem-
driven approach

> >

Accelerate & sustain
economic growth

Fulfil aspirations of the
people

Ensure access to resources
& opportunities for all



5 City Economic Regions (CERs) —
Targeting Tier 2, Tier 3 & Temple Cities

l Development of City Economic Regions (CERs) focused on Tier 2, Tier 3 cities and
prominent temple towns, to decentralise growth away from the big metros

¢ 35,000 crore per CER in a challenge mode will be allocated over five years under a
reform-cum-result linked financing mechanism to strengthen core urban infrastructure,
improve civic services, and unlock regional economic potential

® Focus on making these urban centres self-sustaining growth hubs, enhancing
connectivity, tourism, jobs and private investment

¢ Seven high-speed rail corridors were also announced to act as “growth connectors”
between cities

Tax exemption on BioCBG blended CNG

Entire value of biogas will be
excluded while calculating Significant tax exemptions . .
the central excise duty for CBG to promote its use, It will encourage oil and

payable on biogas/CBG including a 5% GST rate on gas companigs to increase
blended CNG CBG and related equipment BioCBG blending




New Solid Waste Management

(SWM) Rules

The new SWM Rules have been notifled and will come into force from 1st April
2026. The new rules bring in various aspects that will require MoHUA to work
relentlessly with States/UTs & ULBs to prepare them and build capacities so as
to effectively implement the provisions of the rules, some of the areas includes:

Four stream segregation of Solid Waste at source

Clear responsibilities of Bulk Waste Generators
(BWGs) and their management, through Extended
Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR)

Enabling mechanism for levying environmental
compensation for violations based on Polluter
Pays Principle

Mandate for use of Refuse Derived Fuel in
industrial units

Registration and monitoring of entire SWM
chain on centralized portal

Fee based operation of sanitary landfills for
unprocessed waste and C&D waste

User fee on all including regulation of tourist
inflow by local bodies based on available waste
management facilities etc.

Clear mandates and duties for Ministries, Depts., CPCB/
SPCB/PCC and Urban Local Bodies

Standards for composting, compressed biogas plants /
bio-digestor and measures for prevention of dumpsite fires

included



130th EPiSOde

25 January, 2026
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130th Episode

25 January, 2026
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UNION MINISTER LEADS DISCUSSIONS
WITH STATES ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT

On Jan 4, 2026, Union
Minister Shri Manohar
Lal, accompanied by Shri
Pankaj Agarwal, Secretary
(Power), visited Jammu and
reviewed the progress of
key NHPC projects during
a two-day tour of Reasi,
Ramban, and Kishtwar.

Concluding his J&K visit
on Jan 5, 2026, Union
Minister, Shri Manohar Lal
reviewed 3 urban projects
named- Pakal Dul, Kiru, and
Kwar, and held a review
meeting with project heads.

Union Minister, Shri Manohar
Lal chaired a comprehensive
budget review meeting
covering all flagship
schemes and key projects of
the MOHUA on Jan 2, 2026.




UNION MINISTER LEADS DISCUSSIONS
WITH STATES ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT

On Jan 15,2026, Union Minister Shri
Manohar Lal met Union Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare and Rural Development,
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan at
his Delhi residence to discuss
urban development issues.

On Jan 16, 2026, Union Minister Shri
Manohar Lal met Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Shri Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu in New Delhi to deliberate on
key urban development initiatives,
including legacy waste management
and the National Urban Digital Mission.

Union Minister, Shri Manohar Lal had an
interministerial meeting on Jan 19, 2026 with
Union Minister, MoRTH, Shri Nitin Gadkari;
Union Minister for Coal and Mines, Shri G
Kishan Reddy; and Union Minister, MOEFCC, Shri
Bhupender Yadav, with discussions focusing on
convergence for recovery of critical minerals
from e-waste, Extended Producer Responsibility,
and strengthening the role of Urban Local
Bodies in plastic waste management.

Union Minister, Shri Manohar Lal
held a constructive meeting with
Bhutan's Minister for Energy &
Natural Resources, H.E. Lyonpo
Gem Tshering, in New Delhi on
Feb 3, 2026 to further strengthen
the bilateral energy cooperation
between India  and Bhutan.




MOS LEADS KEY DISCUSSIONS ON
URBAN DEVELOPMENT WITH STATES

On 19 January, 2026, MoS, MoHUA Shri Tokhan Sahu visited Manipur on a courtesy meeting with the
Governor, Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla. He participated in a state-level review meeting at the Manipur
State Secretariat to assess MoHUA schemes, visited the Smart City Mission riverfront project in
Imphal, and reviewed developmental activities in Kakching district. Interacting with Self-Help
Groups on livelihood support, he inspected the Moramba Solid Waste Management facility.

~State-Level Review of MoHUA
Schemes, Imphal

Review Meeting on Kakching District
Development

3 A ;- ! B
Inspection of Moramba Solid Waste ,
Management Facility Interaction with Self-Help Groups




MOS LEADS KEY DISCUSSIONS ON
URBAN DEVELOPMENT WITH STATES

While visiting Bilaspur on Jan 15, MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu inaugurated a solar high-mast
lighting system at tourism sites in Gram Mohbhattha, promoting clean energy and safety.

On Jan 16, 2026, MoS, MoHUA Shri Tokhan Sahu inaugurated IRIS 2026 at the India Habitat Centre,
New Delhi—a two-day summit focused on sustainable waste supply chains and low-carbon pathways,
aligned with Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0, Garbage-Free Cities, and Mission LiFE.

N .

On Jan 17, 2026, during his Guwahati visit, MoS, MoHUA, Shri Tokhan Sahu paid a courtesy visit to the
Assam CM Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma, and discussed key issues related to urban development, and
infrastructure.
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N I?MC iptensiﬁes cleanliness efforts
with daily multi-department drives
— = L THLDATUNCIN arives

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHI: In a renewed
push to enhance urban
hygiene and civic upkeep, the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) has taunched daily
special cleanliness drives across
select neighbourhoods, under
the leadership of Chairperson
Keshav Chandra, IAS, The ini-
tiative, conducted jointly by
the Public Health (Sanitation),
Horticulture and Civil Engi-
neering departments, aims
to bring visible and sustained
Improvements in the overall
cleanliness of NDMC areas,
The drives, carried out on
ecember 6, covered three
ocations: Kaka Nagar, the Mid-
le Circle of E and F Block in
onnaught Place, and Blocks 1
Yofthe Central Government

The drives were conducted at across

key cify zones MPOST
Employees Residential Colony
at B.K.S, Marg, These areas, fre-
quented by both residents and
commuters, have been priori-
tised for focused upkeep due to
high footfall and civic demand.
As part of the exercise, the
civil department undertook
repairs of damaged footpath
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tiles and strengthened walking
surfaces to ensure safer mohil_
ity. Simultaneously, horticul-
ture teams carried out grass
cutting, pruning and clearing
of accumulated dry leaves. The
collected leaf waste is being
touted for composting as part
of NDMC’s eco-friendly waste
management practices. Sanita-
tion teams ensured the removal
of sweeping dust, silt and other
debris, particularly from high-
traffic pedestrian stretches,
Officials said such coordi-
nated inter-departmental oper-
ations are designed to maintain
long-term cleanliness standards
across public spaces. By inte-
grating repair, maintenance
and sanitation within a single
daily effort, NDMC aims to cre-
ate cleaner surroundings and
improve public satisfaction,
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SWACHHATA IN NEWS
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‘CHARCOAL PLANT

to be commissioned in city
NTPC team reviews final preparations

400 tons of dry waste to
be processed daily into
torrefied charcoal

Swachh Lohri celebrated in MC giving message
of nleanlmass;

Allllltlllllal MC Commissiongr  |/°:::=

General public can also use the library and
workshop facilities of the Govt ITI: Anil Kumar Doon

In a significant leap towards sus-
tainablewaste management, thecap-
ital city is set to operationalize one of
the country's mostadvanced torrefied
charcoal plants. Established through
astrategic collaboration between the
Bhopal Municipal Corporation (BMC)
and the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC), the facility at
Adampur Chhawani is moving into
its final trial phase.

On Friday, a high-level delegation
ofsenior NTPCofficials conducted an
extensive inspection of the plant to

Tyt

YAGYADUTT SHASTRI

PEHOWA: Sub-Divisional Offcer (Civ) Anil Kumar Docn informed that
now the general publi can also use the ibrary and workshop faciities
ofthe Government ITI. For tis, the state govermment has launched a
special onlne portal fo the general publie. Through this portal, common
clizens will iow be able to avail these facies. SDM Ani Kumar Doon
said tha the state government had made this announcement in the
budgel year 2025.96. The govemment has now fufiled the

NTPC officials inspecting the Textile Recovery Plant machinery at Anna Nagar.

Domendra Singh, Project In-ch fabricsi: k ducts.The
Saad Ali, and Assistant General delegation lauded the Municipal
Manager Raghvendra Singh, meticu-  Corporation's circular economy ini-
lously audited the machinery and tiatives, highlightingBhopal'sleader-

and the Industrial Training, Haryana,
has launched an online portal for the general public. He said that thiough the portallaunched
by the Diecorate of Skil Development and Industrial Trining, common ciizens wil be able
to use the library of the government ITl and use workshop equipment and tools. They will

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JAN 13

A Swachh Lohri programme was
organised on the Municipal
Corporation office premises on the
instructions of the Central Ministry
of Urban Development and
Housing. On this occasion, the
importance of cleanliness was
emphasized, and everyone was
made aware of the need for
cleanliness. The programme was
presided over by Additional
Municipal Commissioner Ashok

Kumar. Senior Accounts Officer
Balwinder Kumar Jaggi was also
present at the programme. The
Additional Municipal
Commissioner said that under the
Swachh Bharat Mission, the
Municipal Corporation organizes
various activities to bring Karnal
city to number 1 in the cleanliness
ranking in_Swachh Survekshan
2025-26. The Swachh Lohri
programme was celebrated on
Tuesday. Employees and students
pledged to make Karnal the
cleanest city.

also be able to make advance bookings for the facilties through online registration. Fe said
that this portal wil serve as a historic iitiative to provide a new direction to skill development

review the technical readinessbefore
thecommencement ofthe official tri-

automated systems to ensure com-
pliance with global standards.

by the state government, The Directorate of Skil Development and Industrial Training has
offcially made this portal available to the general public.

al run.The plant is engineered to

He said that cleanliness is not
Jjust about hygiene, but a lifestyle
that the city dwellers should adopt.
Citizens should not litter around
their homes. Plastic, paper, and
organic waste should be put in
separate dustbins. Keep public
places clean. Use dustbins instead
of throwing garbage on roads and
in parks. Save water and electricity
and stop their unnecessary use. He

said that citizens will have to take

collective  responsibility  to
maintain  cleanliness. Citizens
should  run  neighborhood

cleanliness campaigns together
with their neighbors. These small
steps will make the city healthy and
beautiful. and our city will be able
to become the cleanest city in the
country. He said that cleanliness is
service.

process 400 tons of dry municipal
waste daily, converting it into high-
energy torrefied charcoal. This ini-
tiativeis expected tosetanewbench-
mark in urban sanitation by reduc-
ing landfill pressure and mitigating
pollution.The inspection team,

including NTPC Senior Manager

Inspection of Recovery Facilities

Beyond the primary charcoal plant,
the NTPC delegation also visited the
'Coconut Processing Plant' at the
Danapani Garbage Transfer Station
and the 'Textile Recovery Plant' in
Anna Nagar. The officials observed
theinnovative processesusedto repur-
pose coconut husks and discarded

ship in multi-stream waste recovery.

Powering the Grid with Green Fuel

Once fully operational, the high-
quality torrefied charcoal produced
at the Adampur facility will be
supplied to NTPC’s thermal power
stations. This ‘green coal’ will serve
as a sustainable alternative to
traditional coal, significantly lower-
ing the carbon footprint of electrici-

ty generation. /
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Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban &

February 6 at 5:22PM - @
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Swachh Bharat Urban
@SwachhBharatGov

Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban @
From garbage to garden magic! - &y
Margao Municipal Council turned a vulnerable waste spot into a cheerful green spot " —proof
that small swachh aadats create big changel... See more

New Solid Waste Management Rules
2026

Here's what changes from April 1,
2026 - Strengthening waste
management through clearer
responsibilities, stronger compliance,
and a sharper focus on sustainability
and accountability. #SwachhBharat
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Swachh Bharat Mission - Urban @

January 29 at 1L51AM - @
This #RepublicDay, ULBS across Assam spread the message of #SwachhAadat se #SwachhBharat
by showcasing #Swachhhabits—waste segregation, no littering, no spitting, sayin... See more.
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For more information on Swachh Bharat Mission

VISIT US:

f Swachh Bharat Mission — Urban = X @SwachhBharatGov l sbm_urban Swachh Bharat Urban i swachh-bharat-urban




