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“Today there is no area in the country in which the women power of the country 
has lagged behind. Another area where women have demonstrated their 
leadership abilities is natural farming, water conservation and sanitation.”

SHRI NARENDRA MODI 
Prime Minister
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs hosted the Swachh Survekshan 
Awards 2023 on January 11, 2024 
in Delhi's Bharat Mandapam, where 

the Hon’ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi 
Murmu, felicitated top clean cities of urban 
India. 24 National, 20 Zonal and 54 State 
level awards were announced at the event. 
This year the cleanest city award showcased 
joint winners. Port city Surat bagged the top 
honours, alongside Indore, who had conquered 
the top spot alone for 6 consecutive years. In 
the category of cities with a population of less 

than 1 lakh, Sasvad, Patan and Lonavala secured the top three spots. Mhow Cantonment Board in 
Madhya Pradesh was adjudged the Cleanest Cantonment Board. Varanasi and Prayagraj won the top 
two awards amongst the Cleanest Ganga Towns. Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 
won the top three awards for Best Performing State.  Chandigarh walked away with the award for the 
Best SafaiMitra Surakshit Sheher. Starting with a modest evaluation of 73 major cities in 2016 and 
extending its outreach to 4477 cities in the current edition, the magnitude of Swachh Survekshan has 
increased exponentially. The most awaited award ceremony of the year was convened in the presence 
of over 3000 guests. The vision of a Garbage 
Free India under SBM-U 2.0 was given further 
impetus by announcing the results of 7-star 
and 5-star rated cities under the Star Rating 
Protocol of Garbage Free Cities. The revised 
Star Rating Protocol of Garbage Free Cities was 
launched in 2021 to holistically evaluate cities 
across solid waste management parameters. 
The 9 years of Swachh Bharat Mission and 
the spirit of swachhata was reinvigorated in 
the presence of the Hon’ble President, through 
an audio visual presentation highlighting Ek 
Tareekh Ek Ghanta Ek Saath campaign and 
the release of the Swachh Bharat Mission 
Anthem for 2024. Playback singer, Kailash 
Kher has lent his voice to the anthem 'Naya 
Sankalp Hai, Naya Prakalp Hai'. Padmashri 
Sudarsan Pattnaik and his team enthralled 
the audience with a live sand art creation 
capturing the journey, milestones and the spirit 
of Swachh Bharat.

Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023

Surat joined Indore in conquering the top 
spot amongst the cleanest cities.
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"When everyone contributes to and 
participates in Swachh Survekshan, it’s 
an important step forward. The theme 
for the year 2023 “Waste to Wealth” 
is an important topic to ponder upon. 
It is highly commendable that in the 
second phase of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission, circular waste management 
is being followed and the circular 
economy process of recycling and 
reusing more and more items is proving 
helpful for sustainable development." 

SMT. DROUPADI MURMU  
President of India

Swachhanginis
An initiative by Patna Municipal 

Corporation, Swachhanginis operate and 
drive specialized machines to clean the 

city’s sewers and septic tanks

“Today every city in India is ODF. This 
became possible because SBM went 
from a govt programme to becoming a 
Jan Andolan. The mission is a testimony 
to the vision of Antodaya se Sarvodaya. 
In 2014 there was only 15-16% scientific 
processing of waste, while today the 
number is 77%, in next 2 to 3 years, 
100% will be achieved.”

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI  
Union Minister 

“There’s been a lot of visible transformation 
in terms of Swachhata in the last 9 
years. There is toilet everywhere and for 
everyone. We have cleaned up 90% of the 
country, need to clean up the remaining 
10%. Starting with a modest evaluation of 
73 major cities in 2016 and extending its 
outreach to 4477 cities in the current edition, 
the magnitude of Swachh Survekshan has 
increased exponentially. ” 

SHRI MANOJ JOSHI  
Secretary, MoHUA
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Swachhata Didis 
Chhattisgarh’s Swachhata Didis handle 

efficiently an effective door-to-door waste 
collection and disposal system

SS Awards Ceremony 2023

Hon’ble Minister of Housing and 
Urban Affairs, Shri Hardeep Singh 
Puri and Secretary, MoHUA, 

Shri Manoj Joshi conferred the Swachh 
Survekshan National, State level and 
Zonal awards for medium and small clean 
cities at the ceremony. This year, the clean 
city awards prioritize addressing legacy 
dumpsites, managing plastic waste, 
implementing the principles of Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle, and ensuring the safety 
of SafaiMitras. SS 2023 focused on 
transforming waste into valuable resources 
and was evaluated by a team of over 
3,000 assessors. The survey’s emphasis 
on citizen engagement and feedback has 
been instrumental in its success. Overall 
the survey covered a population of around 409 million. A staggering 12 crore citizen responses were 
received during the assessment this year, marking an unprecedented level of engagement through 
various channels. Swachh Survekshan has sparked a sense of healthy competition among cities, 
motivating them to enhance urban sanitation and provide better services to their residents. The focus 

of Swachh Survekshan Awards is not solely 
on rewarding the winning clean cities, but 
also on acknowledging the cities that have 
made significant progress and implemented 
various initiatives to achieve garbage-free 
environments. The Swachh Survekshan 
Awards serve as a platform for cities and 
citizens to recommit themselves to the 
goal of achieving Garbage Free cities, with 
renewed determination and enthusiasm. 
Swachh Survekshan has opened avenues 
of change and transformation of urban 
landscape. It has now turned into a 
motivational tool and is identified as a 
matter of pride for States/cities. With an aim 
to build Garbage Free Cities, it is time to 
catalyse change.

Union Minister Shri Hardeep S Puri felicitates 
Team Vizag at SS Awards 2023.

Team Nizampet receives the SS award from 
Secretary, MoHUA, Shri Manoj Joshi
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SHG Stalls at SS Awards 2023

Swachh Survekshan ceremony featured 
colourful stalls by Self Help Groups, selling 
handicraft, artwork, artifacts and other 
products made out of waste. The stalls 
showcased products prepared by SHG 
members, ranging from upcycled cloth bags 
to banana leaf showpieces, from bamboo 
products to jewelery highlighting Reduce 
Reuse Recycle. Various SHGs from 
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Uttarakhand sold beautiful handmade 
products like incense sticks, handicrafts 
made out of jute waste,  bags made out 
of waste clothes and so on and so forth. 
This colourful exhibition not only caught 
people's attention, but each stall had a 
story to tell. The story of swachhata, the 
story of women leadership in sanitation, 
the story of best out of waste.

An exciting array of latest 
technologies & equipments 
in waste management were 
displayed at the Swachh 
Survekshan awards on 11th 
January, 2024. Mechanical 
sweeping machines, 
sewage cleaning robots, 
waste collection and 
transport vehicles garnered 
the attention of the visitors 
at the venue.

Exhibition at SS Awards 2023
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Top Clean Cities of SS 2023 

GFC Star Rating & ODF Certification 2023

Journey towards Garbage Free Cities has been 
steadily moving upwards and onwards. This 
year Surat and Navi Mumbai joined the league 
of 7 Star cities along with Indore. The one-time 
certified cities have jumped from 445 in 2022 to 
673 in 2023. Raipur, Rajkot, Pimpri Chinchwad, 
Pune, Guntur and Greater Hyderabad are 
the new 5 Star Cities certified in GFC 2023. 

The ODF certifications have seen a sharp 
rise, especially for ODF++ & Water+, 
reflecting the tireless and consistent 
contributions of the States, ULBs and 
the citizens. Over 4,800 ULBs have 
been declared ODF and nearly 4,000 are 
certified ODF+

Mission Shakti
Mission Shakti, a large skilled workforce in 
Odisha that provides services, manages 

facilities and supports the process of 
sustainable sanitation. 



N  E  W  S  L  E  T T  E  R
SWACHH VAARTA

6

Dr. Shanthi Tummala, a dentist turned 
environmentalist, is a key member of the Solid 
Waste Management Round Table (SWMRT)

and an expert in home composting. Motivated by the 
challenges faced by waste collectors, she spearheads 
efforts to promote source segregation and behavioral 
change. Through door-to-door engagements and 
community mobilization, she raises awareness about 
waste segregation and collaborates with Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike(BBMP)  Marshals 
to enforce penalties on non-compliant areas. She 
has been educating women to adopt sustainable 
menstruation practices by using cloth pads or 
menstrual cups. Additionally, she has also been 
promoting reusable cutlery and avoiding single-use 
disposables in shops. As part of the project team, Dr. 
Shanthi has successfully created awareness among 
106000 households leading to the maintenance of a 
90% segregation level in the wards.

Sushila Sable has been working as a waste picker for over 
47 years now, keeping the city of Mumbai clean with her 
efforts. In 1998, she came in contact with Shree Mukti 

Sanghatana, an alliance of Indian Waste-pickers and learnt 
about why waste segregation is important. Sushila Sable started 
an SHG of women waste pickers and soon saved enough money 
to start a dry waste collection centre. That was when her journey 
as an environmentalist began. She was the first to suggest the 
creation of SHGs as a means of empowering themselves and 
within a short span of only 10 months, her area had 10 SHGs. She 
was also the lone former waste picker to represent India at the 
Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
held in Brazil. Spearheading a 'zero waste movement,' she trains 
3,000 women in waste segregation and recycling, while also 
supporting community welfare programs.

Women Leaders in Sanitation

Green Crusader: Dr. Shanthi's Waste Management Mission

Mumbai's Waste Picker-turned-Eco Warrior
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Women Leaders in Sanitation

In the bustling slums of Patna’s 
China Kothi, Rani Devi, 28, 
navigates the challenges of 

supporting her family while striving 
for a better future. Juggling the 
roles of a sanitation worker and 
domestic helper, Rani's meagre 
earnings barely fulfilled her family’s 
needs. However, a glimmer of hope 
emerged when she discovered the 
Women’s Mechanized Cleaning 
Cooperative, a transformative 
initiative spearheaded by UNFPA 
and the Patna city authorities. 
Transitioning from manual labour to utilizing machines and safety equipment, Rani seizes the opportunity 
to join, driven by the promise of financial independence and dignity. Through her relentless efforts, she 
is not only securing economic stability but has also earned the respect of her community.

Empowering Women, Transforming Communities: Rani's Tale

Sangeeta's Triumph: A Tale of Toilets and Transformation

Baini Sena
An army of women of Baini Sena in Haldwani, 

Uttarakhand conduct surveys, educate 
people on waste segregation and collect 

user charges to ensure the gateway to the 
Kumaon hills remains clean.

Sangeeta Awasthi, a 35 year-old determined woman, 
found herself thrust into the role of a community 
leader in the slums of Baba Ghat, Kanpur. Married 

twenty years ago, she faced the indignity of relieving 
herself in public due to the lack of proper sanitation 
facilities in her husband's family. Despite enduring this 
hardship for years, she reached her breaking point when 
a non-profit organization, Shramik Bharti, shed light on the 
importance of sanitation and water rights. Inspired, by this 
Sangeeta embarked on 'Mission Sanitation', starting from 
her own home, she scrimped and saved to build a toilet. 
With the support of government subsidies and Shramik 
Bharti group, she succeeded. Encouraged by this victory, 
she turned her attention to the inadequate water supply 
plaguing her community. Through her determination and 
leadership, Sangeeta transformed her slum, empowering 
its residents to live with dignity and basic necessities.
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Women Leaders in Sanitation

From Classroom to Community: Seema's Swachhata Drive

Bhopal's Female Pioneers in Waste Management

A teacher at Chandigarh’s St Stephan school and a 
swachhata lover by heart, Mrs. Seema Gupta and 
her dedication to the cause of swachhata and waste 

management is truly inspiring. Since 2007, she has been 
continuously motivating young kids to practice waste 
segregation, indulge in home composting, and creating waste 
to art. She has not only raised awareness among students 
about the importance of sustainable living but also been 
contributing to a cleaner environment. Mrs. Gupta’s dedication 
to creating a cleaner and greener Chandigarh extends 
beyond the classroom. She encourages students to check 
their dustbins before handing over garbage to collectors and 
consciously avoid plastic products. Her efforts aim not only 
to educate students but also to inspire their families to adopt 
good practices together.

Women in Bhopal are taking the lead in 
maintaining cleanliness and promoting 
waste segregation initiatives within the 

city. A collaborative effort between a group of 250 
women a brand ambassadors named Sakaratmak 
Soch and the Bhopal Municipal Corporation 
ensures that all programs are conducted with 
zero waste and proper waste disposal practices. 
Members of this group abstain from events 
where single-use plastic is present and have 
implemented utensil banks in 25 wards. Likewise, 
a  Swachhata Kitty Group is actively contributing 
to the city's cleanliness and spreading awareness 
about waste segregation. Each member of this 
group contributes 100 rupees on monthly basis 
and actively participates in various community 
activities aimed at enhancing cleanliness and 
waste management.
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On 30 December, 2023, following the 
inauguration of significant development 
projects in Uttar Pradesh, Hon’ble PM 
Shri Narendra Modi urged collective 
action to clean all pilgrimage sites 
nationwide from 14 to 22 Jan., 2024. 
Aligning with Hon’ble Prime Minister’s 
call to action, SBM-U rolled out a week-
long 'Swachh Teerth' campaign during 
the same week, to encourage citizens 
to join cleanliness drives and implement 
3R &Waste to Wealth initiatives through 
SHG involvement.

Urging all citizens to conduct cleanliness drives across all temples, Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi himself cleaned Nashik's Kalaram temple in Maharashtra.

Swachh Teerth Campaign
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SWaCH
SWaCH, the organization that manages 
complete door to door waste collection 

system under Pune Municipal Corporation 
has nearly 3000 women workers. 

Swachh Teerth Campaign

Minister of Home Affairs, Shri Amit 
Shah participated in the Swachh 
Teerth Campaign at Mahabhairab 
Temple, Tezpur ULB, Assam

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath 
launched the 'Swachh Teerth' 
campaign with a cleanliness drive.  
Bio-toilets were installed at 
Ayodhya's Saryu Ghat, and a 
waste collection vehicle for floral  
waste was launched in Gorakhpur.

NDMC team performed Nukkad Natak 
& conducted citizen-led cleanliness 
drive at Sri Bangla Sahib Gurudwara 
& Hanuman Mandir during the Swachh 
Teerth Campaign.

Pimpri Chinchwad, Maharashtra set 
up RRR Centre near the Durga Mata 
Mandir to encourage the habit of Reduce 
Reuse Recycle among citizens. 
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Cities in Action

Chandigarh

Indore

Bhubaneswar

During the 75th Republic Day celebrations, various 
cities showcased their innovative tableaus inspired by 
swachhata. Chandigarh's tableau was crafted entirely 
out of waste, illustrating the city's transformation 
into SafaiMitra Surakshit Shehar. Meanwhile, Patna 
emphasized the importance of embracing Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle approach in everyday lives. Several 
other cities also highlighted the significance and impact 
of the Swachh Bharat Mission over the past 9 years 
through their uniquely-themed tableaus.

On 2nd February, 2024, Indore hosted an event at Sirpur 
Lake to celebrate World Wetland Day, showcasing their 
dedication to environmental conservation. Designed as 
a zero-waste initiative, the event not only underscored 
the city's commitment to sustainability but also served 
as a shining example of their active participation in the 
Swachh Bharat Mission. At the event, Indore diligently 
processed 350 Kgs of wet waste and segregated 65 
kgs of dry waste on-site, emphasizing the importance of 
waste reduction and proper disposal methods.

Bhubaneswar is working hard to provide a safe and 
conducive environment for its sanitation workers. The 
city’s MC team recently organized a yoga session 
aimed at nurturing the mental and physical well-being 
of women SwachhaKarmis, who tirelessly maintain the 
city's cleanliness. This initiative underscores the city's 
commitment to not only sanitation but also the holistic 
health of its workforce.
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Cities in Action

Chandigarh

Gorakhpur

Ratlam

Women representatives from Birur, Karnataka, 
toured Chandigarh to study the waste 
management strategies employed by the MC. 
During their visit, the delegates explored various 
facilities including the Pink MRF, water works 
and Horticulture Waste plant. Additionally, they 
received first hand knowledge about the Sewage 
Treatment Plants (STPs) for efficient sewage 
treatment, as well as the C&D Waste Plant, which 
manufactures tiles, bricks, and paver blocks.

Gorakhpur's Team Swachh celebrated 
Swachh Basant program with a special 
cleanliness campaign at Rani Laxmi Bai 
Park and municipal gardens. Vibrant 
flowers and intricate rangoli designs were 
used for embellishment. Furthermore, 
the State Govt organized various 
competitions at the Urban Local Body 
(ULB) level to promote cleanliness and 
green initiatives across the region.

The Swachhata Mini Marathon 
in Ratlam witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from individuals of all age 
groups, each of whom pledged their 
commitment to cleanliness. A total of 
3000 participants actively engaged 
in the 4-kilometer run dedicated to 
promoting cleanliness and hygiene.
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Cities in Action

Dharmshala & Delhi

Suryapet

Ghaziabad

In a commendable effort towards waste management, 
Dharamshala has recently set up a Waste to Biogas 
Plant with a capacity of 5 metric tons per week 
(MTW) at the IHSDP site. This innovative plant aims 
to convert organic waste into biogas, contributing 
to both waste reduction and energy production. 
Meanwhile, Delhi took a significant step towards 
its waste management goals by inaugurating a wet 
waste composting facility in Nizamuddin East, which 
has a Zero Waste Colony status.

In a collaborative initiative aimed at fostering 
self-hygiene and environmental cleanliness, 
the Suryapet MC team, in partnership with 
Sant Sewalal Nirankar Sansthan and Tulip 
internship students, undertook the cleaning 
of Saddhala Pond in Suryapet, Telangana. 
This concerted effort to remove harmful 
plastic waste from the pond signifies a crucial 
step towards combating water pollution and 
promoting a healthier environment.

A group of expatriates from fifteen nations 
visited Sihani Material Recovery Facility 
in Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam to learn about 
meticulous waste segregation and circular 
economy initiatives. The Nagar Nigam team 
also highlighted free education programs for 
SafaiMitra’s children, promoting sustainable 
waste management awareness
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Pourakarmikas
The Pourakarmikas of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike conduct cleaning of public places and collect 

street sweeping waste

Capacity Building Initiatives & State Meetings

MoHUA prepared model bid documents on 
Waste to Compost, Material Recovery Facility, 
Compressed Biogas Projects and Waste-to-
Electricity Project. The trainings on these model 
bid documents organized from 7 to 16 Feb, 2024 
aimed to orient State and ULB officials towards the 
key points of the model bid (RFP and concession 
agreement documents). These documents are 
for standardization of the bid processes for 
development of public private partnership (PPP) 
projects in waste management sector.

Team Swachh at the Swach Survekshan 2024 
workshop in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on 30 Jan, 2024, 
which delved into analyzing Gujarat's performance in 
SS-2023. The workshop focused on - overview of vital 
parameters, Swachh certification protocols for ODF, 
ODF+, ODF++, Water +, and Garbage Free Cities 
toolkit. The event took place at the Mahatma Mandir 
convention and exhibition Centre, Gandhinagar. 
This workshop was specifically tailored for the cities 
of Gujarat and was attended by key stakeholders 
including Mayors, Commissioners, Presidents, Chief 
Officers, and Nodal Officers.

A meeting chaired by Ms. Roopa 
Mishra, JS & MD, SBMU, MoHUA  
with State Mission Directors on 
Swachhata Knowledge Partners 
(SKPs). 23 SKPs have been  
empaneled under SBM-U 2.0, in order 
to provide comprehensive capacity 
development support to States and 
cities to accelerate the implementation 
and achieve outcomes.
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A meeting to review the status of 
progress of flagship Missions of 
SBM 2.0 & AMRUT 2.0 on utilization 
of UIDF for supplementary funding 
to achieve water secure and 
garbage free cities convened on 14 
February, 2024.

Capacity Building Initiatives & State Meetings

In line with 75 CBG plants to be 
established in urban areas under 
GOBARdhan scheme, a review meeting 
on implementation status of Compressed 
Biogas plants in various States/UTs 
was held under the chairmanship of 
Secretary, MoHUA, Shri Manoj Joshi on 
27 Feb., 2024

To bolster technical collaboration in the field 
of mechanical engineering under SBM-U , Dr 
V K Chaurasia Joint Adviser from CPHEEO, 
visited CMERI, Durgapur on the occasion 
of its 67th Foundation Day celebration on 
26 Feb, 2024. SBM-U is in discussions with 
CMERI for support in testing of equipment 
and machines under Swachh Bharat, 
developing SOP, guidelines for training 
relevant personnel in waste management 
sector and training.
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What’s Trending
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Swachhata in News
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Swachhata in News
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Swachh Bharat Mission – Urban @SwachhBharatGov sbm_urban Swachh Bharat Urban swachh-bharat-urban

For more information on Swachh Bharat Mission

VISIT US:


