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Swachhata Champions Shailesh Bhonsle - Airoli Maharashtra

SHAILESH
BHONSLE

AIROLI, MAHARSHTRA
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@ @ @ @ @ @ With the loan | received, | was able to purchase
@ @ @ @ @ @ the SFC 709 suction tanker and start my own
@ © © © 0 © sewage drain cleaning business. | want to tell
@ @ @ © © e my fellow citizens that young people like me

should step forward and take advantage of
@ @ @ @ @ @ the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana. Just as |

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ benefited from it, others can too.
Q@ @ @ @ @ @

Q@ @ @ @ @ @
Q @ @ @ @ @
@ @ @ @ @ @
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BUILDING A CLEANER FUTURE:

How Entrepreneur Shailesh Bhonsle

Answered The Swachh Bharat Call

In the vibrant suburb of Airoli, Mumbai,
a remarkable journey began with a
vision inspired by the Prime Minister’s
call for a “Swachh Bharat.” Shailesh
Bhonsle, a determined local resident,
felt a deep desire to contribute to
this noble mission while also creating
a sustainable livelihood. Recognising
the pressing sanitation issues in his
community, particularly due to rapid
urbanisation, he understood that
Airoli faced significant challenges

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q@ Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @

related to waste management.
Inadequate sewage treatment,
clogged drains, and littering were
common problems affecting public
health and quality of life. With an
entrepreneurial spirit and a renewed
sense of purpose, he set out to
transform his vision into a viable
solution for his community's
sanitation challenges.

Swachhata Cha

S

Shailesh learned about the Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), an
initiative designed to empower small
businesses by providing financial
support. Under this scheme,
businesses can apply for loans
categorised as Shishu, Kishore, or
Tarun, depending on their stage

of growth. With the support of his
friends, he approached a financial
institution, where he applied for a
loan to purchase a tanker equipped
with a suction pump for cleaning
sewage drains. The bank recognised
Shailesh'’s passion and vision, granting
him X8.57 lakh under the the Tarun
scheme, which specifically caters to
established businesses seeking to
scale up their operations, under the
Mudra Yojana.

Shailesh quickly purchased the
essential equipment and launched
his own sewage drain cleaning and
clearing business. The demand for
his services soared as residents
recognised the importance of
maintaining clean and functional
drainage systems for a healthy
environment. Not only was he
making a significant impact on
urban sanitation by addressing the
prevalent issues of clogged drains,
but he was also building a thriving
business that contributed to the
community’s well-being.

Shailesh Bhonsle - Airoli Maharashtra

As his venture flourished, Shailesh
was proud to learn that his efforts
had generated 2 lakh in revenue
shortly before his story was aired
on Mann Ki Baat, inspiring others
to follow in his footsteps. His
success became a beacon of hope,
demonstrating that one person's
initiative can spark change and
uplift an entire community.

Today, Shailesh Bhosale stands tall
as a champion, embodying the spirit
of Swachh Bharat. His journey is a
celebration of innovation, resilience,
and the power of cormmunity, proving
that with determination and the right
support, anyone can become a leader
in the mission for a cleaner India.










Q@ @ @ @

Q@ @ @ @

“ 3IR Higem 3 73 T fos AR THg 7 WX @I ST el Blga Y & 394 J1%
| Q! gfd-aett 7 oMt & aTe A UgelT Hebed fordr. ST 4 fAdey FHg de W e IRT
BT TP foaT| 12T 7 370 Hebed P IR | HN2Aet Hifsar W H 7 3R 3B 51
2GR A { B¢ JaT YT §Y 31K 37 HIl S8 Y| 31T S &3 g1l I 31 AN
7 fAdY AHeaR JHg dC H coo fal & SATET -1 AT fdsar 217

Episode 19, December 2020

Swachhata Champions

\ \nudeep H&and Minusha Kanchan - Bainduru, Karnataka

ANUDEEP HEGDE AND
MINUSHA KANCHAN

BAINDURU, KARNATAKA

Q @ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @

Be the change you want to
see. If something bothers
you, take initiative.
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RIDING THE TIDE OF CHANGE:

Anudeep And Minusha’s Journey To Revive

A Beach And Inspire A Community

Nestled 450 kilometers away from
bustling Bengaluru, Bainduru,

a quaint town in Karnataka's Udupi
district, sits between the foothills
of the Western Ghats and the
serene Someshwar Beach. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, Anudeep
Hedge and Minusha Kanchan
moved to Bainduru just days after
their marriage from the capital city
of Bengaluru as Anudeep calls this
tranquill town his childhood home.
Their journey towards championing
sanitation was not mere happenstance,
but a deliberate choice shaped by
their deep-rooted connection with
nature. They saw an opportunity to
give back to the community and
environment, feeling a responsibility
to protect the coastal ecosystem.
They were also inspired by India's
Swachh Bharat Mission, which
reshaped community perceptions
and dismantled stigmas around
sanitation work, especially among
the younger generation.

Anudeep, a marketing professional,
with a history of involvement in
beach clean-up drives and marine
conservation efforts, couldn't turn

a blind eye to the post-monsoon
plastic waste that marred Someshwar

© © ©
© ©

Beach, a rocky beach on the outskirts
of Mangaluru city in coastal
Karnataka, where him and his wife,
Minusha, spent evenings together.
They rolled up their sleeve, strapped
on gloves, and began their daily
ritual of cleaning up plastic while
simultaneously spreading awareness.
Starting small with just the two of
them, they picked up bits of litter
and posted their efforts online,
which quickly drew attention.
Initially mistaken for hired hands,
their passion soon attracted the
curiosity and support of local youth,
gradually growing into a collaborative
effort that spanned 18 to 20 days to
finish cleaning the beach. What started
as a personal effort turned into a
community movement, inspiring
others to take ownership of the project.
Photography served not just as a way
to document their efforts but also as
a source of motivation for Anudeep
and Minusha, fueling their dream of
seeing turtles lay eggs on their beach
again. The couple envisions
Someshwar Beach becoming a safe
haven for endangered species, with
plans to engage with marine biologists
and conservationists to ensure the
beach remains eco-friendly.

© © ©
© © ©

©
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The last day of the beach clean-up
saw an overwhelming 600
community members, especially
school students joining efforts. In
total, they removed 600 kilos of
waste from the Someshwar Beach.
Their efforts didn't go unnoticed; their
dedication to environmental
stewardship earned them national
recognition and the steadfast support
of local leaders, including the MLA,
who continues this practice to this day.
This recognition brought attention to
the fragile state of India’s coastal
regions, sparking further initiatives
across other beaches in Karnataka.

Despite their successes, Anudeep
remains acutely aware of the
challenges that plague effective
sanitation practices at the grassroots
level and emphasises the importance
of grassroot government accountability
recounting instances where irregular
garbage collection led to haphazard
disposal, endangering local livestock.
He highlights that true change
requires not just clean-ups but
systemic changes, ensuring that
waste management infrastructure is
robust and consistent.

Concerned about cultural shifts,
Anudeep reflects on how values of
reuse and cleanliness, integral to his
upbringing, have gradually eroded
over generations. Looking ahead, he
advocates for systemic changes in

Anudeep Hegde and Minusha Kanchan - Bainduru, Karnataka

waste management, stressing the
importance of prevention over
recycling and the need for innovative
solutions to curb single-use plastics.
He suggests community-led
initiatives, where individuals bring
their own reusable containers to
markets, as a way to reduce
single-use plastics at the source. He
sees waste disposal post-collection as
the biggest challenge in today’s
waste management ecosystem.
Anudeep and Minusha also envision
using organic waste to create
community composting
programmes, turning waste into a
resource for local agriculture.

Bainduru evolves from a quiet town
into a powerful symbol of hope and
inspiration showing that even the
smallest towns and its communities
can lead the way towards a
sustainable future with impactful
and transformative actions. Their
work has inspired nearby towns to
follow suit, creating a ripple effect of
community-driven environmentalism.

Together they envision a future
where community accountability
and environmental consciousness
are paramount. Their story from
Bainduru transcends mere activism;
it symbolises the transformative
power of individual action and
collective responsibility in nurturing
cleaner, more aware societies.



Swachhata Champions Chandrakant Kulkarni - Pimpri Chinchwad, Maharashtra

CHANDRAKANT
KULKARNI

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD, MAHARASHTRA
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. t @ @ @ @ © Like for many, prayer is part of their daily
@ @ @ @ @ @ routine life, why not cleanliness can also be
© @ ©® ©® © © made part of daily life. Let us all follow in the

saying that ‘Cleanliness is next to Godliness.’

© & @ @ 0 @ We all can do it if we make up our minds.
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THE LIFELONG MISSION

OF CLEANLINESS:

Chandrakant Kulkarni's Journey From
Classroom To Countrywide Advocacy

Chandrakant Radhabai Damodar
Kulkarni, a retired teacher from
Pune's St. Joseph Boys School,
embodies a lifelong commitment
to cleanliness instilled during

his childhood. His journey began
in 1972 under the guidance of a
principal who instilled in him the

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q@ Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @

daily ritual of cleaning benches and
classrooms - an early lesson that
would shape Kulkarni's dedication
to cleanliness, or "Swachhta" for
decades to come.

Swachhata Cha
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In his retirement, Kulkarni has
emerged as a passionate advocate
for sanitation across India, having
travelled over 1,00,000 kilometres

in the past decade alone to witness
the Swachhta Abhiyan. His mission
transcends mere advocacy; Kulkarni
allocates a significant portion

of his monthly pension towards
enhancing public hygiene. With

a monthly pension of 16,000, he
has given 52 post-dated cheques
of 5,000 each to the Swachh
Bharat corpus. When asked about
his altruistic gesture, it is humbly
explained that he is fortunate to
enjoy good health and has modest
financial needs; he adds that giving
back a portion of his pension for the
betterment of the country brings
him immense satisfaction.

Throughout his travels, Kulkarni has
witnessed firsthand the environmental
degradation caused by untreated
sewage being discharged into rivers.
This pollution not only endangers
aguatic ecosystems but also poses
severe risks to public health, including
the spread of waterborne diseases
and contamination of drinking water
sources. He is a strong proponent

of on-site treatment of septic waste,
believing it is a crucial approach for
safeguarding both public health
and the environment, ensuring a
cleaner, safer future for commmunities
across India.

Chandrakant Kulkarni - Pimpri Chinchwad, Maharashtra

Kulkarni's advocacy efforts extend
far beyond rhetoric and financial
contributions. He actively engages
with communities, urging them

to adopt cleanliness practices and
advocate for sustainable waste
management solutions. His message
resonates deeply, inspiring individuals
and communities to take ownership
of their surroundings and strive for
a cleaner, healthier environment.

Despite his advancing years,
Kulkarni's zeal for sanitation remains
undiminished. His ongoing advocacy
work continues to influence
communities across India, fostering
a collective effort toward achieving
cleaner villages, towns, and cities.
Kulkarni's story shows how personal
commitment and good hygiene
habits can greatly improve a
nation's sanitation.
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Swachhata Champions Bilal Dar - SrnagQammu &7

BILAL
DAR

SRINACAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR
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By throwing plastic in them, we are not
killing water but ourselves. So, please! |
request you avoid doing it at any cost.

1)
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A RIPPLE OF CHANGE:

Bilal Dar’s Journey To Revive Wular Lake

Bilal Dar, an 18-year-old environmental
activist from Laharwarpora, north
Kashmir, has become a beacon of
hope in the fight against pollution,
particularly in restoring the health
of Wular Lake, one of Asia's largest
freshwater lakes.

Bilal's journey is deeply rooted

in personal responsibility. After
losing his father to cancer in 2003,
Bilal took on the responsibility of
supporting his family. Armed with
a small boat and unwavering
resolve, he ventured out into the
waters, often alone, to collect trash
that littered the surface and banks
of the lake. He focused on plastic
bottles, polythene bags, and other
non-biodegradable materials that

not only marred the lake's beauty
but also posed a significant threat
to its wildlife. Each piece of waste
he retrieved represented a step
towards restoring the natural
splendor of Wular Lake. He turned
the collected waste into a source

of income by selling it for recycling,
and earning around X150-200 per
day. His dedication to cleaning Wular
Lake is no small feat: media reports
estimate that he removes more than
12,000 kilograms of waste each year,
contributing to the environmental
well-being of his community and the
lake itself, which has been plagued
by pollution.

Swachhata Champions

Bilal's efforts were not just about
cleaning; they were a call to action
for those around him. He aimed to
raise awareness about the importance
of environmental stewardship,
encouraging locals to recognise their
role in preserving this vital ecosystem.
Recognising his contributions, the
Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC)
provided Bilal with a vehicle and
uniform to facilitate his outreach
efforts and promote cleanliness
across local communities.

In July 2017, Bilal was appointed as
the Brand Ambassador of the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC). Prime
Minister Narendra Modi highlighted
Bilal's contributions in his Mann Ki
Baat address, praising the young
activist as an inspiration for the nation.
Modi remarked that while brand
ambassadors are typically celebrities,
Bilal's grassroots work since the age
of 12 distinguishes him as a true hero
of the people. Bilal's work in removing
plastic, polythene, and other waste
from the lake has significantly
contributed to preserving Wular's
natural beauty. The Prime Minister
also praised the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation for their innovative and
heartfelt decision to appoint Bilal as
their brand ambassador.

Bilal DarSrnagarJammu&Kashm//

Bilal's story has also been immortalised
in the documentary "Saving the
Saviour," which won acclaim at the
6th National Science Film Festival
in Mumbai. His work has not only
earned him recognition but has also
positioned him as a role model for
environmental activism across the
country. His appointment as Brand
Ambassador symbolises the growing
importance of grassroots efforts in
combating pollution and creating
sustainable communities. Despite
his humble beginnings, Bilal has
proven that one person’s dedication
can indeed make a profound
difference, creating a ripple and
inspiring a wave of environmental
consciousness in others.




Swachhata Champions Yogesh Saini - Delhi NCR

YOGESH
SAINI

DELHI, NCR

&
@ @ @ @ © Our efforts have always been to include
@ @ @ @ @ community members. Be it children, women,
© ©® © © © or even incarcerated people... they become a

part of our creative process and they also end

@ @ @ @ @ up having real skin in the game.
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A LEGACY IN COLOR:

Yogesh Saini and the Transformation
of Urban Landscapes

We mourn the loss of Yogesh Saini, a visionary who
transformed urban spaces with his artistic touch and deep
commitment to cleanliness and community well-being. His
work transcended beautification - it became a call to
action, inspiring people to take pride in their environment.
His legacy will continue to inspire us to see the potential in
every corner, turning neglected spaces into vibrant symbols
of culture, creativity, and care for our surroundings. His
contributions will remain a lasting testament to the power
of art in fostering a cleaner, more united community.

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q@ Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
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Yogesh Saini, the visionary founder
of Delhi Street Art (DSA), dedicated
his life to transforming the urban
landscape of the National Capital.
After leaving a successful engineering
career in the United States, he
returned to India in 2013 with a
mission: to not only clean up Delhi
but to make it a vibrant canvas
filled with art and culture.

Yogesh's journey began with a simple
yet impactful project at Lodhi Garden,
where he and his team initiated the
beautification of garbage bins. His
work helped reduce waste in public
spaces by encouraging people to
dispose of trash more responsibly,
aligning art with sanitation goals.

This was just the start of a much larger
campaign that would see murals and
street art flourish throughout the
city. From overpasses to school walls,
he empowered local artists to express
their creativity, garnering overwhelming
public support along the way. The
movement quickly gained momentum,
attracting the attention of both the
local community and international
media. His artwork became a catalyst
for sparking public awareness about
cleanliness, waste management,
and the importance of maintaining
urban hygiene.

His vision echoed the transformation
witnessed during the Kumbh Mela
in Allahabad, where vibrant street
paintings left an indelible mark.
Yogesh's mantra was clear: "We must
turn waste into wealth" which he
embodied in every project. Under his
guidance, DSA became a beacon of

Yogesh Saini - Delhi NCR

hope, demonstrating that art can
indeed transform environments
and attitudes toward cleanliness.

Throughout his career, Yogesh
collaborated with various embassies
and organisations, turning walls into
expressions of cultural unity. Notably,
he worked alongside Delhi Tourism to
create stunning murals in preparation
for the G20 Summit, showcasing India's
artistic heritage to the world. His work
included collaborations with artists
from different countries, further
enhancing the cross-cultural dialogue.

Yogesh's impact extended beyond
public spaces; he mentored aspiring
artists, providing them with
opportunities to showcase their
talents in schools and even prisons.
His work garnered recognition,
solidifying his role as a key figure

in the cultural renaissance of Delhi.
Many of his mentees have gone on
to become successful artists in their
own right, continuing his legacy.

Tragically, Yogesh passed away on
February 19, 2023, from a sudden
cardiac arrest while undergoing

a routine check-up. His son, Surya
Saini, recalls the shock of losing
such a vibrant force in their lives.
Though Yogesh is gone, his work
continues to inspire a cleaner,
more beautiful India, where art and
sanitation efforts merge to create
more liveable urban spaces. Yogesh's
legacy lives on in the colorful
murals that adorn Delhi's streets,

a testament to his belief in the
power of art to inspire and uplift.
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Swachhata Champions Dr. Nirmala Padmanabhan -/Ernakulam, Kerala

DR. NIRMALA
PADMANABHAN

ERNAKULAM, KERALA
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Don't produce what you don't need.
The first step towards sustainability is
found in its very first R: Reduce.
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TRANSFORMING WASTE

INTO OPPORTUNITY:

Where Sustainability Meets Creativity
Under Dr. Nirmala Padmanabhan

Dr. Nirmala Padmanabhan, the
Dean of Extension and Incubation
at St. Teresa's College in Ernakulam,
Kerala, has dedicated over a decade
to transforming waste management
practices. At 59, her relentless drive
has ignited profound changes within
her community and far beyond.

Her transformative journey began
in 2010 with the founding of the
Bhoomitra Sena Club under the
Department of Environment and
Climate Change, Government of
Kerala. Initially, the club addressed
various environmental issues, but a
2015 World Bank funded study shifted
their focus to waste management.
The study revealed the grim reality
of plastic waste in rural Kerala, where

© © ©

© ©

© © ©

© ©

much of it was either incinerated or
dumped into backwaters, threatening
both environmental and public health.

Compelled by this urgent issue,

Dr. Padmanabhan launched the
Society of Terrarians for Environment
Protection at St. Teresa's College.
Her mission was clear: tackle
environmental problems while
addressing gender-specific needs
through social entrepreneurship.
Partnering with local women's
self-help groups, she pioneered the
creation of eco-friendly alternatives
to plastic bags by repurposing fabric
scraps. This initiative not only curtailed
plastic usage but also provided
sustainable livelihoods for women.

Swachhata Champions

Under her leadership, the college
adopted a groundbreaking “green
protocol” that banned single-use
plastics and championed reusable
cutlery. This model quickly spread
to other educational institutions,
driven by her team's vigorous
outreach and training efforts. The
"You Can Heal" project, a collaboration
with 22 institutions, succeeded in
eliminating approximately 49,000
single-use plastic items in just one
year. |nitiatives like the "Bring Your
Own Cup'" challenge further showcased
their commitment to sustainability.

Dr. Padmanabhan’s team also
addressed the challenge of small
fabric scraps by upcycling them into
soft toys, creating jobs for 15 women
through the Bhoomi Women's
Collective. The collective is now
progressing towards commercial
at-scale production with specialised
machinery. Her nature club initiatives
in Kerala have been praised and
recognised as finalists for the Green
Gown Awards International by the
UN Environment Programme and
Allianz Global Investors.

Dr. Nirmala Padmanabhan - Ernakulam, Kerala

Dr. Padmanabhan's perseverance
was crucial in overcoming obstacles
such as community scepticism. A
pivotal moment came during a waste
audit in a village where initial disbelief
about waste issues was dispelled by
evidence of 35 tons of waste generated
weekly. Additionally, involving young
students in anti-plastic campaigns
highlighted the powerful impact of
educating the next generation.

Dr. Padmanabhan also recognised the
need for a business model approach
in decentralised waste management
to ensure long-term sustainability.
Dr. Nirmala Padmanabhan’s story

is a compelling testament to how
education, research, and community
engagement can drive sustainable
change. Her work in Kerala exemplifies
the powerful intersection of policy
and grassroots action, proving how
one determined individual can have
a profound environmental impact.



Swachhata Champions Ramveer Tanwar - GautamBuddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh

RAMVEER
TANWAR

CAUTAMBUDDHA NAGAR,
UTTAR PRADESH
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FROM ENGINEER TO
ENVIRONMENTAL WARRIOR:

The Story Of Ramveer Tanwar, India's Pond Man

Ramveer Tanwar's journey of becoming
Pond Man is a story of passion and
perseverance. Hailing from
GautamBuddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh,
Ramveer grew up swimming and
playing in the local canal. As he
watched it transform into a sewer
over time, he recognised that
though the devastating change
may not be reversed, such negative
development can be stopped where
possible and water bodies can be
saved. Ramveer's life-long interest
moved him to take action.

While working in an MNC as an
engineer, Ramveer used to volunteer
as a tutor for children in the village
and would conduct awareness
rallies for environmental causes.
He expanded education about
water to other villages and began
volunteering with different NGOs.
His growing concern over the state
of his village's ponds led him to choose
his passion over his job, which he left
in 2018. After two years of freelancing,

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
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he founded Say Earth NGO.

Say Earth primarily focuses on
cleaning and rejuvenating water
bodies. The team has restored over
100 ponds across six states by removing
waste and implementing sustainable
practices to keep them clean.

Second, the NGO transforms old
landfill sites into urban forests.

By partnering with municipal
corporations to empty landfills,
they use silt from sewage treatment
plants to create fertile layers of soil
for new green spaces, enhancing
the urban environment.

Third, Say Earth runs educational
programs in schools and colleges,
teaching students about solid waste
management, water conservation,
and environmental awareness. The
water awareness initiative, named
Jal Chaupal, covers various aspects
about the importance of preserving
water bodies.

Swachhata Cha
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Starting with minimal resources, no
team, no experience, and no support,
Ramveer faced significant challenges
in the beginning. Over time, as the
results of his initiatives became
evident, community support and
funding grew, shrinking the obstacles.
The current challenge for Ramveer
is to make water bodies self-sustaining
without them reverting to becoming
dumping grounds. Though sometimes
disheartened when he sees waste
being dumped in ponds and lakes,
Ramveer recognises that changing
habits is a long-term process. Though
old habits die hard, Ramveer believes
that people can also get used to
seeing clean water around them
and develop new habits.

The way-forward plan includes
increasing awareness campaigns,
getting local government bodies
involved, and activities such as
creating more dustbins. Since
water bodies are public owned, it
is important to have administrative
support and machinery for their
conservation. The Swachh Bharat
Mission has enabled this support
to be extended more freely.

In the long term, Ramveer hopes that
other clone organisations crop up
to continue the momentum. There
is lots of work to be done, and to
encourage it, Say Earth visits schools
and colleges to encourage the youth
to replicate their work. By garnering
interest from villagers, the NGO

Ramveer Tanwar - GautamBuddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh

motivates them by giving them
‘Pond Man’ certificates. They have
also come up with the innovative
#SelfieWithPond campaign. This
initiative helps youngsters connect
with memories from their or their
parents’ childhood. With 10,000+
selfies submitted so far, this social
media roster is creating a community
of like-minded people. It also helps
the NGO locate more ponds to scale
up efforts. Recognition from national
leaders and international media

has been a milestone for Ramveer,
encouraging his efforts further. Over
10 countries’ media has covered the
NGO’s story and it has garnered
many awards.

Ramveer calls for enhanced
government support, including
collaboration with NGOs and
creating opportunities for passionate
individuals. He emphasises the need
for systemic changes to mainstream
environmental work, with suggestions
such as funding passionate youngsters
so that environmental occupations
become as common as engineering.

Working hard on the daily, Ramveer
Tanwar's journey from a corporate
career to leading Say Earth showcases
how dedication and commitment
can drive meaningful environmental
change. His efforts are restoring water
bodies, transforming landscapes,
and inspiring a broader movement
for conservation.






Swetha Boddu, IFS
@swethaboddu

| saw this man stand on this road entire day with a
whistle in hand to stop people from throwing Dussehra
'holy waste' in #Plastic bags into Godavari @Nashik




Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
Q @ @ @ @ @ @ 9

Swachhata Champions Rahul Maharana - Puri, Odisha
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MAHARANA
PURI, ODISHA
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| saw how plastic waste was harming both
our environment and our health. By showing
people the real impact of their actions, |
hoped to inspire them to take responsibility.
Every small effort counts, and together, we
can make a significant difference.

1)

m “TTBTIE! & NS H G & AgA HERTN & IR Bl
JaE I H dtef T2l & U ST # 3iRagt wifes

Tieaft HATS B b |
Episode 87, March 2022

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @
@ @ @ @ @ @ @



Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @

FROM LOCAL HERO

TO NATIONAL INSPIRATION:

Rahul Maharana's Battle Against
Plastic Pollution

Hailing from the modest village
Ambadiha in Puri, Odisha, Rahul
Maharana always aspired to create a
safe, clean, and healthy environment
for his family. However, his coastal
community faced challenges, with
beaches, mangroves, and pilgrimage
sites frequently impacted by persistent
plastic waste. Rahul understood how
this pollution affected both his family’s
well-being and the surrounding
marine life and mangroves. Driven
by this goal, Rahul took proactive
steps to achieve his aspiration.

Equipped with a simple gunny bag,
he began his mission to tackle the
plastic waste littering his community.
Every Sunday morning, Rahul would
visit pilgrimage sites in Puri, gathering
plastic waste scattered around.
Despite working as a security guard,
being the sole breadwinner for his
family, and facing limited support
from those around him, Rahul’s
commitment to cleaning his city
never wavered. Since 2022, he has
been diligently collecting plastic
and cloth waste from temple areas.

Swachhata Champions

Realising that waste collection
alone wouldn't solve the problem,
Rahul shifted his focus to raising
awareness about the dangers of
plastic pollution. He noticed that
the residents near the Devi estuary
were dumping their domestic waste
directly into the water body, which
flows into the Bay of Bengal.

Witnessing this, Rahul was struck
by the irony: the very water they
polluted was the source of fish
they consumed, which posed risks
to their health and the marine life
they depended on.

Determined to make a difference,
Rahul began engaging with the
community, explaining how their
actions were harming both the

environment and their own well-being.

He shared vivid examples of how
the pollution could end up in their
food chain, creating a powerful
realisation among the residents.
Despite facing resistance and
numerous challenges, his relentless
efforts eventually convinced the
community to change their habits,
significantly reducing pollution in
the estuary.

Rahul Maharana - Puri, Odisha

After being featured in the "Mann

Ki Baat" broadcast hosted by the
Prime Minister, Rahul received
national recognition that not only
validated his dedication but also
inspired others to join his cause.
Since then, 8-10 volunteers have
joined him in his Sunday clean-up
drives. Starting with pilgrimage
sites, Rahul has expanded his efforts
to include mangrove areas, beaches,
and Olive Ridley turtle nesting sites.

Today, Rahul works as an electrician.
Despite facing personal and financial
challenges, he continues to lead
clean-up drives and organise
awareness camps across Puri. Rahul's
fight against plastic pollution is
inspiring and emphasises the need
for collective action, aiming to
spark a nationwide movement for
waste management and encourage
everyone in India to maintain clean
communities.
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Swachhata Champions Rohan Ashok Kale - Mumbai, Maharashtra

ROHAN ASHOK
KALE

MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA
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¥ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ Let's join hands to preserve Maharashtra’s
@ @ @ @ @ @ @ invaluable stepwells. If all stepwells are
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© © © © © © © conservation and we can look forward to
a drought-free Maharashtra.
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MAHARASHTRA'S STEPWELLS:

Rohan Kale's Journey Of Restoration And Resilience

In the heartlands of Maharashtra, where

the echoes of ancient architectural
marvels are fading, a resurgence is
quietly underway. Rohan Kale, a
38-year-old HR professional from

transcending mere preservation -
it's about rekindling a legacy and
forging a sustainable future by
restoring the state’s neglected
stepwells. His deep connection to
water conservation was sparked
by childhood memories of local
wells in his village, which served as

determination to bring these
structures back to life.

Rohan's fascination with stepwells
began on his frequent work trips
to Gujarat, where these ancient
structures - known locally as baori,
vay, or jal mandir - are not just
remnants of history but revered
cultural landmarks. Built between
the 7th and 19th centuries, these

Q@ @ @ @ @ @ @
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Mumbai, is spearheading a mission

lifelines during the dry seasons. This
personal connection has fueled his

wells, ponds, or cisterns, with their
intricate staircases descending to the
water table, were integral to water
conservation and management,
especially during the dry seasons.

Inspired by the reverence and utility
these stepwells still hold in Gujarat,
Rohan turned his gaze towards
Maharashtra. However, what he
discovered was disheartening:
approximately 80% of the state's
stepwells lay in disrepair, their
significance eroded by time and
neglect. One such stepwell in
Ahmednagar, once a community
gathering space, was now abandoned
and filled with debris, emblematic
of the widespread neglect. This stark
reality ignited a resolve in Rohan - to
restore these stepwells to their former
glory and transform them into vital
sources of water for Maharashtra’s
drought-prone regions.

Swachhata Champions

In November 2020, Rohan launched
the Maharashtra Stepwells Campaign,
a grassroots movement fueled by
his passion and commitment. Armed
with little more than determination
and a motorcycle, he traversed the
state, documenting and mapping
nearly 1,700 stepwells - many of which
had long been forgotten. At first, he
worked alone, but soon local youth
groups and heritage enthusiasts
began volunteering to help document
these ancient structures. By May
2022, the campaign had successfully
mapped over 1,650 stepwells across
20 districts.

As Rohan's efforts gained traction,
they also attracted national attention,
leading to collaborations with
government agencies and heritage
organisations. The Maharashtra
Tourism Development Corporation
(MTDC) lent its support by featuring
the locations of these stepwells on
its website, turning them into points
of interest for tourists and locals alike.
The growing interest from architecture
students has even led to academic
projects focused on redesigning
surrounding spaces for commmunity use.
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Rohan Ashok Kale - Mumbai, Maharashtra

Rohan'’s vision, however, extends @
beyond mere restoration. Despite the

formidable challenges of securing @ @
funding and navigating the labour-

intensive process of restoring these

ancient wells, he remains steadfast. @
Through crowdfunding initiatives

and small grants from local heritage @ @
organisations, his campaign has
raised enough to restore the first
dozen wells, with more in the pipeline.
His journey is a powerful testament
to the impact one individual can have
- not just in preserving history, but
in catalysing sustainable change.

Rohan hopes that these stepwells
will once again become community
hubs, much like they were centuries
ago, offering both a practical and
cultural solution to water scarcity. His
story is a vivid reminder that passion
and determination can breathe new
life into even the most forgotten
corners of history, creating a lasting
impact on both the environment
and the community.
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Swachhata Champions Manoj Bainjwal - Kedaynath, Uttarakhand

MANOJ
BAINJWAL

KEDARNATH, UTTARAKHAND

6

Engaging with school-going children
and adolescents is pivotal for instigating
community change. These young minds

are the architects of our future, driven
by a passion for creating equitable and
sustainable societies. Educating them
often teaches entire communities.

"
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REVIVING THE GANGES:

Manoj Bainjwal's Commitment To Waste
Management And Environmental Preservation

Manoj Bainjwal's unwavering
dedication to environmental
conservation and waste
management over the past 25 years
has transformed Kedarnath in
Uttarakhand. As Project In-Charge
for PRAWAH (Participatory
Rejuvenation, Afforestation &
Waste-management Along
Himalayan-springs) Uttarakhand
at Sewa International, he has
spearheaded initiatives to manage
waste and preserve the Ganges,
demonstrating his profound
commitment to his community
and the environment.

Hailing from the picturesque region
around the Kedarnath Temple,
Bainjwal began his journey in 1997,
engaging local communities and
students in environmental protection.

© © ©

© ©

© © ©
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Early on, he initiated Ganga Aarti
programs at sites previously used
for waste dumping, significantly
reducing pollution and raising
awareness about the importance
of keeping the Ganges clean.

In 2019, Bainjwal embarked on his
journey with the PRAWAH initiative,
which focuses on participatory waste
management and segregation in
high footfall areas like Kedarnath.
With over 17 lakh tourists and devotees
visiting Kedarnath annually, the area
faces significant waste challenges
that impact the holy rivers, largely
due to infrastructural limitations.

Despite these obstacles, Bainjwal
has been pivotal in advancing local
waste management practices and
driving positive environmental change.

© © © ©
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Bainjwal's work involves segregating
waste, implementing collection
systems, and finding solutions for
recycling and proper disposal.

His team has organised numerous
clean-up drives and plantation
activities, enhancing environmental
sustainability. Establishing commmunity
chapters in villages has led to the
collection of 15 tons of segregated
waste for recycling, fostering
awareness and participation in
sustainable practices. He actively
combats open defecation near
riverbanks, preventing further
pollution of the rivers.

Recognised by the Uttarakhand
State Government as Kedarnath's
brand ambassador for waste
management, Bainjwal collaborates
with companies and local governments
to tackle waste issues associated
with high tourist traffic.

Despite facing challenges like
inadequate infrastructure and
community reluctance, Bainjwal
remains resolute. He addresses these
issues through persistent education,
advocacy, and collaboration with
stakeholders, including international
organisations and local authorities.
His efforts have earned him various
awards and recognitions.

Manoj Bainjwal - Kedarnath, Uttarakhand

Bainjwal aims to expand the PRAWAH
project, focusing on enhancing
waste management systems and
involving more communities in
sustainable practices. He envisions
a comprehensive waste management
model that can be replicated in
other high-traffic areas.

Driven by a deep connection to

the Ganges and a commitment to
environmental preservation, Bainjwal
encourages the youth to actively
engage in conservation and waste
management. He believes that with
passion, perseverance, and innovative
thinking, young people can drive
meaningful change and contribute
to a sustainable future.
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Swachhata Champions Surendra Bagwadi - Guptkashi, Uttarakhand

SURENDRA
BAGWADI

GUPTKASHI, UTTARAKHAND

6

Together, we can embody the spirit of cleanliness
championed by our leaders, transforming
Guptkashi into a beacon of hope and inspiration for
the sacred journey to Kedarnath.

"



A CLEANER PATH
TO KEDARNATH:

Surendra Bagwadi’'s Swachh Mission

A prominent spiritual travel route to
kedarnath is Guptkashi, nestled in
the heart of Uttarakhand. Surendra
Bagwadi, a dedicated resident of
Guptkashi, has become a beacon
of cleanliness, leading a four-year
mission to drive the success of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. His dedication has
transformed his surroundings and
inspired his entire community to

embrace cleanliness as a way of life.
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The picturesque town of Guptkashi
has faced significant challenges
related to cleanliness and waste
management, particularly due to the
influx of pilgrims and tourists, resulting
in littering and inadequate waste
disposal. Recognising these pressing
issues, Surendra was inspired to take
action, leading him to embark on a
mission to transform his community.

Swachhata Cha
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Surendra’s typical day begins early,
conducting cleaning drives across
key areas in Guptkashi. From the
serene Vidyadham to the bustling
streets around Devbhoomi Hotel to
Khankra Band, his efforts have turned
these once litter-strewn areas into
shining examples of what a cleaner
environment can look like. His
consistency and leadership have
encouraged others to join his mission,
as community members now regularly
contribute to these cleaning drives.

Understanding that accessibility

is critical to sustained cleanliness,
Surendra took the innovative step
of installing dustbins in 400 homes
across Guptkashi. These strategically
placed dustbins have made it

easier for households to manage
their waste and have fostered a
heightened sense of responsibility
towards keeping their environment
clean. Each dustbin serves as a
symbol of shared community
accountability, fostering a culture
where everyone feels involved in
maintaining cleanliness.

Surendra Bagwadi - Guptkashi, Uttarakhand

Surendra’s unwavering commitment
and his commmunity-led initiatives did
not go unnoticed. The Prime Minister
himself acknowledged Surendra's
tireless efforts, praising him as a
model of dedication for the nation.
This national recognition has only
strengthened Surendra’s resolve.
While grateful for the spotlight,

he believes this is a responsibility
that everyone shares, stressing

that community action is key to
long-term success.

Through his relentless dedication,
Surendra Bagwadi stands as a true
champion of sanitation. He embodies
the belief that individual efforts can
spark collective change, transforming
not only physical spaces but also
the mindsets of those around him.
Surendra’s work serves as a beacon,
proving that one person's passion
can ignite a movement, leading to
a cleaner, healthier future for all.
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Swachhata Champions Kamala Moharana -/Khairabad, Odisha

KAMALA
MOHARANA

KHAIRABAD, ODISHA

Plastic, polythene and other waste items cause
huge damage. | collect polythene, plastic packets
and other waste items from garbage dumps and
recycle them appropriately. Earlier, villagers used

to think that | was a kabadiwalla. But people
started appreciating my work after the prime
minister mentioned me in his Mann Ki Baat.
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EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH

WASTE-TO-WEALTH:

Kamala Mohrana's Journey As
A Self-Help Group Champion

Kamala Moharana, a 66 year old
homemaker, began her journey in
the backdrop of Khairabad Village.
Before embarking on her sanitation
mission, Kamala led a homemaker's
life in the small village located in the
Kendrapada district of Odisha. Her
involvement in sanitation and waste
management began as a personal
endeavour to make use of discarded
materials, bringing home scraps of
plastic, food packets, waste paper, etc.
At first, her family was not very
supportive of her and would often

mock, tease and criticise her for
this practice. However, soon she
began her journey and enterprising
endeavour of converting scrapes
into saleable items through mastering
the concept of waste to wealth.
Kamala's unwavering passion and
vision drove her to transform this
perceived oddity into an opportunity.
She founded her enterprising
endeavour of converting scraps into
saleable items by comprehending
the concept of waste to wealth.

Swachhata Champions

Soon, multiple women joined her
and in 2016, Ama Dakhyata was
born. Under Kamala's leadership,
this Self-Help Group undertook the
challenge of waste management
with a unique approach. They
collected plastic waste from their
village and neighbouring areas,
cleaned and dried it, and then
crafted it into a variety of products,
such as baskets, pen stands, flower
pots, hand fans, and wall hangings,
their creations are both functional
and beautifully crafted. This
initiative not only addressed waste
management issues but also
empowered the local women
economically, fostering a sense of
financial independence among
these women.

Currently housing 28 women, the
group coordinates and teaches one
another. Adopting innovative
methods such as replacing glue
with jute strips to hold the pieces
together. They eventually sell these
items at a nearby market, thus
fostering an alternative source of
income. Her drive is fueled by the
belief that waste can be repurposed
into valuable items, benefiting both
the environment and the lives of
those involved in the process.

Kamala's dedication to transforming
waste into valuable products has

bought her and her self-help group
significant recognition and respect.
The impact of this initiative extended

Kamala Moharana - Khairabad, Odisha

far beyond her village. Her innovative
approach and dedication garnered
national attention when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi praised her
work during the 98th episode of

his Mann Ki Baat program. This
recognition brought Kamala’s efforts
into the limelight and served as

a catalyst for broader adoption

of similar practices.

These efforts have brought Kamala
and her SHG into the national
spotlight. Recently, she was invited
to the oath-taking ceremony of the
Chief Minister of Odisha and was
honoured by the Prime Minister.

As a symbol of her commitment,
Kamala sent the Prime Minister a
rakhi made from recycled materials,
highlighting her dedication to
transforming waste into wealth.

Her inspiring actions not only drew
national attention but also
exemplified the power of innovation
in driving positive change.

Kamala Moharana'’s story is one

of resilience and empowerment,
driven by a commitment to
environmental sustainability and
women's economic independence.
Her ideology is straightforward, a
profound belief that waste could be
repurposed into valuable products.
Her entrepreneurial drive underscores
the profound impact that individual
dedication and visionary thinking
can have on both local communities
and broader societal issues.
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MAHE, PUDUCHERRY
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| feel incredibly happy and fulfilled working
with young minds; their thoughts and ideas
inspire me to strive for more every day.
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Remya - Mahe, Puducherry

CHAMPIONING CHANGE:

How Remya is Mobilising Youth for a Cleaner Future

Born and raised in the picturesque
town of Palakkad, Kerala, Remya has
always felt a deep sense of duty towards
her community. After completing
her graduation and post-graduation
in Kerala, Remya’s passion for social
development drew her to work with
young people. In 2019, she took on
the role of District Youth Officer for
the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS) in Mahe, Puducherry. This
role, under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, gave her the
platform to empower local youth
and inspire meaningful change.

Her journey took a transformative
turn in 2024, when she spearheaded
a series of mega clean-up drives,
starting on 17th September, as part
of the national Swachhta Hi Seva
campaign. Her vision of mobilising
the community, especially the youth,
for environmental sustainability found
strong support through partnerships
with the Mahe Administration, Mahe
Municipality, My Bharat, Youth Clubs,
National Service Scheme (NSS), and
Aapta Mitra. Over 1,000 volunteers
came forward to clean the picturesque
Mahe beach, collecting over 500

kilograms of waste in a single day.
The initiative, while focusing on
environmental cleanliness, also serves
as a platform for community-building
and social cohesion, drawing on the
energy and passion of the younger
generation. This was not just an

act of service; it was a powerful
demonstration of what community
action could achieve.

However, her journey was not without
its challenges. One of the most difficult
aspects was building trust within the
community and mobilising the youth.
Many were initially reluctant, unsure of
how their efforts could truly contribute
to change. Additionally, coordinating
between various local bodies and
volunteer groups presented logistical
challenges. But Remya’s determination
never wavered. She personally reached
out to youth clubs, held meetings with
local officials, and designed a clean-up
strategy that addressed both the
waste problem and the need for
long-term behavioural change.

What made Remya's approach unigque
was her ability to foster ownership
among the youth. Rather than treating

them as mere participants in the
clean-up, she encouraged them to be
leaders and champions of change.
She instilled in them a shared vision
of sustainability, turning them into
champions of change. By establishing
direct relationships with over 150
young individuals, Remya created

a ripple effect, with each of them
taking the message of environmental
stewardship to their families, schools,
and communities.

Through her unwavering commitment
and innovative approach, Remya

has become a shining example of
how empowered youth can drive
remarkable social transformation.
Her efforts, particularly in mobilising
youth to protect Mahe's fragile
ecosystem, demonstrate the power
of collective action for a sustainable
future. Her story is a powerful
testament to the belief that when the
youth are equipped with the right
resources and guidance, they can create
lasting, impactful change. Remya's
journey reminds us all that a cleaner,
brighter future is not only possible
but is within reach when communities
unite fora common cause.
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More changemakers in action spotlighted
by the Honorable Prime Minister.
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Episode 10, July 2015
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Episode 13, October 2015
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Episode 15, December 2015
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Episode 74, February 2021

i mer 3 frorerarer ¥ 1o OsR SNfRT oft wgd € A P AR <

21 3 ACIHIEISd GedkhIsd bl 376 gRT §91¢ TV fded &Y db
qroTd g1 B @IRT 8, 3R @ 3% 3918 ¥ &% I8 &1 Solagli-d 3R
ATCIHIETSd GedhIsd U 37MTd TN 2| # fastadrsT & Jam) &r
TRTET BT g 3R IFIG BT g Tob ol Wi T8 g |

124
Episode 75, March, 2021

Ueh dl el P BeR bl SIAATA L35 81 1T, g8l qHsl a¥wh i | & dTel!
BARY FgA-afeal ! e TaT fb ST BIgeR & 39 B0 F Uds LTI Afgel
BI 40 ¥ 60 SYY YfdfcT Pl BATS 81 ST &1 AGHAYR WRT H Hebsl Tebg
ST R el BT Tl Bl &1 el DI BHA P 3H dR W fBIH) Bl 39P v
P fAYeH & faAT 37T I <l AT ggdr o, 379 396 W it 99 3] &

124
Episode 79, July 2021
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Episode 93, September 2022




